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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


EARL ALEXANDER is to propose the toast of the Royal 
Institute at the annual dinner of the RIBA to be held at 


Grosvenor House on February 19. p. 247 
THE ASSESSORS’ award in the competition for Dublin Port 
and Docks Board Offices is announced on D- 252 


THE TRUSTEES of the Nuffield Foundation have decided to 
establish, as part of the Foundation’s headquarters’ organisation, 
in the first place for a period of ten years, a division for archi- 
tectural studies. p. 263 

THE APPEAL by a firm against the height of two buildings 
proposed to be erected on the Albert Embankment, on either side 
of their premises, has been dismissed. p. 263 


ANSWERING QUESTIONS about Carlton House Terrace 
in Parliament last week, Sir David Eccles said that the Com- 
missioners of Crown Lands, who owned the site, considered, and 
he agreed, that the best use for the site would be as offices. p. 266 


THE NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL, having failed to reach 
agreement on the operatives’ 9d. an hour wage claim, have 
appointed a special ‘committee to give further examination to 
the claim. The committee will have power to consult representa- 
tives of both the employers and the operatives. p. 267 


“IF THE TIME COMES when we cease to earn sufficient work 
for our workpeople, then full employment, with all its benefits, 
may well be blasted away by the cold winds of unsentimental 
competition,’ said Mr. . R. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works, when he spoke to electrical con- 
tractors on January 27. p. 267 


THE RIBA AND ARCHITECTURAL 


EDUCATION 


THE RIBA Council has recently made an inconspicuous, 

but none the less significant announcement about 
its examinations. Following a Report from the Architec- 
tural Education Joint Committee which was appointed, 
with Mr. D. H. McMorran as chairman, in 1952, the principle 
has been reaffirmed by the Council that all . candidates 
for examinations leading to Associateship should be required 
to take them in uniform lists of subjects. This seems so 
obviously desirable as hardly to need stating, but architects 
and students (who have long been aware of differences 
between the examination requirements of the RIBA and those 
of recognised schools of architecture) will applaud any move 
towards a greater measure of equality. The RIBA states 
that the Joint Committee is now investigating the various 
examination subjects, and it may be hoped that the result 
will be a clearer account of the fund of theoretical knowledge 
and practical experience to be acquired, as a minimum, by 
the Associate of the Royal Institute, no matter what course 
of training he may have followed. Such a clarification 
would be welcome, if only because it would tend to check 
the unhappy comparisons which are made between the 
products of the various methods of training for architecture ; 
it would also provide a much-needed guide for students, for 
those who conduct courses and examinations, for the RIBA 
Visiting Board which is responsible for their supervision, 
and for the Board of Architectural Education itself when 
considering any further recognition of school courses for the 
purpose ot exemption from the RIBA examinations. 

This question of RIBA recognition of training courses 
is the central problem in architectural education to-day. 
The Royal Institute may be presumed to hold the view— 
which will be widely shared—that properly organised courses, 
leading to recognised internal examinations, can provide a 
more enlightened approach to architectural practice than 
those aimed at mere “cramming” for external examina- 
tions. Yet the Royal Institute limits the number of recog- 
nised schools of architecture, and so compels many students 
to resort to a supposedly inferior training elsewhere. While 
this state of things persists, the RIBA is not free from the 
suspicion of seeking to establish a helot class within its ranks. 
The Board must face up to the continued demand for part- 
time training and to the fact that in other professions and 
industries such training is accepted as the normal method 
of acquiring the necessary techniques. Earnest attention 
should be given to the possibility of fostering, and ultimately 
recognising, part-time courses in schools so distributed as 
to be available to every would-be architect who wishes to 
benefit from them. That the Board is alive to this problem 
is shown by the Terms of Reference of the Joint Committee. 
The meagre announcement to which we have referred seems 
to show that Mr. McMorran and his colleagues are clearing 
the ground, but it is disturbing that the contents of their 
first Report have not been published. At a later stage, 
which should not be much longer delayed, the RIBA should 
declare its policy on this subject, and in doing so would greatly 
— its position by bringing all the issues into the light 

of day. 

Of such a prospect, unfortunately, we cannot be sanguine. 
Attention has already been drawn in these columns to the 
peculiar composition of the Board of Architectural Education, 
and particularly to the influence of professional teaching 
elements associated with the recognised full-time schools. 
The needs and interests of independent or part-time students, 
on the other hand, are hardly represented at all. The 
architectural profession, and indeed the building industry 
(to which the training of architects is a vital matter, yet 
which has no voice on the Board other than through the 
Institute of Builders, to-day hardly a representative body) will 
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await developments with the closest interest. If the Board, 
as now constituted, fails to give an account of itself on the 
issues we have mentioned, it will invite reorganisation on 
lines less comfortable in some respects, but more in keeping 
with the realities of the times in which we live. 


The RIBA Council must take control of this matter, vital 
to the profession, instead of leaving so much to be decided 
by the Board of Architectural Education. 


DIFFICULTIES OF THE NEW TOWNS 
A STUDY of the annual reports of the Development 

Corporations of the twelve new towns in England 
and Waies, *published on January 14 and summarised in our 
last issue, discloses that, despite all difficulties, what have 
been until recently largely paper schemes and plans are at 
last being translated into reality, and the extensive, but in 
many cases largely unnoticed engineering works that must 
precede building, are beginning to bear fruit. That this is so 
will cause satisfaction to all but a few who have looked upon 
the new towns as an experiment in architecture and planning 
to be comducted in a vacuum, unconnected with the realities 
of life, and who have already pronounced on their “ failure.” 
The evident signs of success, however, will come as no 
surprise to those who have seen something of the enthusiasm, 
hard work and sincerity shown for their task by the corpora- 
tions, their staffs and consultants in adventuring onto new 


ground ; for them indeed this achievement is only a fitting 
reward. 
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But despite the growing confidence of the corpor:tions 
apparent in their reports, the new towns have many hard 
problems to overcome before it becomes obvious to al! that 
they are something more than overgrown “estates.” An 
urgent need brought out in the reports, one which has been 
well ventilated in recent months, is for the speedy provision 
of assembly halls, churches, schools, places of entertainment 
and other amenity buildings so that, in the words of the 
chairman of Aycliffe Community Association, “the people 
living within the town precincts must not be driven outside 
the town immediately they wish to do something other than 
live, eat and sleep,” and it is to be hoped that the Minister 
will be able to see his way to permit more capital expenditure 
on such community buildings. As in previous years, rising 
costs continue to worry the corporations, who have already 
in most cases pared down housing and density standards toa 
minimum in an endeavour to keep rents at an acceptable 
level. To this problem, as in the building industry generally, 
there is no easy solution, though the impending change in 
the law which will free corporations from the Rent Restriction 
Acts will give some alleviation by allowing the corporations 
to raise the rents of houses constructed when costs were lower 
in line with those providing comparable accommodation that 
are being built today. The third cause of general concern 
voiced in the reports is the brick shortage, but here corpora- 
tions have done much to alleviate the difficulty by adopting 
non-traditional forms of construction and by using fewer 
bricks in houses of traditional construction. 


*New Towns Act, 1946. Reports of the Development Corporations for the 
period ended March 81, 1953. HMSO, price 15s. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


DUBLIN COMPETITION 


sls organise and assess an important 

architectural competition and to 
declare that, in their opinion, no design is 
worthy of the premier award takes courage 
of a high order. That is what has hap- 
pened in the competition for new offices 
on a site on the Liffey organised by the 
Dublin Port and Docks Board. We 
believe that there is no precedent for this. 
The design placed second, by a distin- 
quished Dublin architect, is illustrated 
elsewhere in this issue. 

This competition in many ways was 
one of the most interesting within’ living 
memory. ‘The requirement was to design 
an up-to-date office building on Dublin’s 
waterline on a site bounded on one side 
by Gandon’s magnificent classical Custom 
House and at the back by Michael Scott’s 
new Bus Station. The problem was one 
that could defeat any architect, and the 
solution is not easy to see. Mr. Hope’s 
design (placed second) is one which, 
designed in brick, makes few concessions 
to either of the two genii loci but which, 
with its heavily stressed horizontals and 
verticals, may be said to lack Gandon’s 
grandeur and Scott’s grace. 

Of the courses now open to the pro- 
moters, who urgently require a building, 
two seems particularly worthy of con- 
sideration. One is to commission the 
architect placed second to prepare a 
fresh design acceptable to them and their 
advisers; and in view of the talented 
qualities of the architect this might well 
prove the best course. "The other is to 
start the competition afresh and to open 
it to architects in the United Kingdom. 
This was a course advocated in these 
columns when the competition was first 


mooted—one, moreover, which appears 
at one time to have been in the promoters’ 
minds. Dublin is a city for which many 
architects other than Irish-born have a 
considerable affection; it would seem 
right and proper, and in the interests of 
architecture, if the promoters should 
follow this course. 


PHOTOGRAPHY AT THE AA 


‘THAT ARCHITECTS like to get away from 
their professional interests when they 
tura to their hobby might be the moral 


exhibition of photographs by members of 
the Architectural Association which is at 
present being held at 36, Bedford-square. 
Only a small proportion of the subjects 
portrayed are of buildings or subjects 
which might be said to be connected with 
architecture, and even these do not seem 
to have the same visual impact of many 
of the non-architectural exhibits. G. H. 
Wigglesworth, in his ‘‘ Lake Chuzengi, 
Japan,’ seems to have skilfully caught 
the atmosphere of the Willow Pattern 








BATTERSEA POWER STATION, whose fourth chimney shaft is now completed 


and in operation. 
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late, and N. Musgrave in his fine study 

of ‘I'he Shell Beach, Herm” has made 
that istand look very much larger than it 
really is. The entries of J. C. Stillman 
and J. C. Eastwick-Field, which are all 
excellent, suggest that their partnership 
would have been as successful in photo- 
graphy as it is in architecture, and Robert 
Maguire’s “‘ Barley Sugar,” an architec- 
tural photograph that is striking, makes 
one wonder to what building such features 
belong. There are over 50 other good 
photographs in this exhibition, including 
two in colour, by Lesslie K. Watson, of 
Corbusier’s ‘‘ L’Unité D’Habitation,”’ 
and they are all on show in the members’ 
room until February 19. 


SERJEANTS’ INN 


Work is expected to begin shortly on 
the rebuilding of Serjeants’ Inn, Fleet- 
street, which was destroyed by bombing 
in 1941. The scheme is likely to cost 
about £500,000. In recent years the site 
has been used as a car park. Most of the 
Inn will be for offices, although there may 
be some living accommodation. 

It is understood that Mr. Alan H. 
Devereux, FRIBA, of Devereux and Davies, 
the architects, intends to preserve the 
historic character of the property. 'The 
eighteenth-century-type facade will be 
retained. 

It is intended to use some of the stone 
paving, which is believed to have been 
there since before the Fire of London. 
The Inn will be laid out as a paved 
precinct, with grass and probably mulberry 
trees. 


RIBA DINNER 


THE annual dinner of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects is to be 
held at Grosvenor House, Park-lane, 
London, on February 19. The toast of 
the “ Royal .Institute ’’ will be proposed 
by Earl Alexander who is an Honorary 
Fellow of the RIBA. 


LECTURE POSTPONED 


THE LECTURE entitled ‘‘ Changing Ideas 
on Colour with some Technical Implica- 
tions,’ which was to have been given by 
Mr. H. S. Gloag, ARIBA, and Mr. 
David L. Medd, ARIBA at the RIBA 
on March 23 next, has been postponed to 
adate to be announced later. 


RIBA LIBRARY GROUP 


THE NEXT MEETING of the RIBA 
Library Group will take place on Febru- 
ary 8 at 6 pm. Mr. Anthony Avenell, 
ARIBA, will give an #lustrated talk on 
the rebuilding of Blandford after the 
disastrous fire of 1731. Slides will be 
shown and a number of old books and maps 
by the brothers Bastard will be on display. 


CHANGES AT BASILDON 


Str LaNceLot Keay, who has been 
chairman of the Basildon Development 
Corporation since the designation of the 
New Town in January, 1949, has notified 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
that having regard to his other commit- 
ments (which include the chairmanship 
of the Bracknell Development Corpora- 
tion) he does not desire to be considered 
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PROPOSED FLATS ON DOVER WATERFRONT. View from the sea of a 
model of the proposed flats at Dover, the design of which (as reported in our last issue) 


has been the subject of criticism by the Royal Fine Art Commission. 


The flats were 


designed by Messrs. Dagliesh and Pullen, FF.RIBA, in the architectural competition 
in which they were successful last autumn. 





for reappointment to the Basildon De- 
velopment Corporation for a further 
period on the expiration of his present 
term of office on March 2 next. Mr. 
Macmillan, whilst deeply appreciative of 
the work Sir Lancelot Keay has done for 
Basildon, has felt bound to comply with 
this request. Sir Lancelot will continue 
as chairman of the Bracknell Development 
Corporation. 

Mr. Macmillan is proposing to appoint 
Lieut.-General Sir Humfrey Gale, KBE, 
CB, CVO, MC, as chairman of Basildon 
Development Corporation, and to re- 
appoint all the other members. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
RIBA Lisprary GrouPp.—Mr. Anthony Avenell on 
“The Rebuilding of Blandford,’’ 66, Portland-place, 
Wil. 6p.m. 
STUDENTS’ PLANNING GRrouP.—“ Planning in Europe 
and Great Britain,’’ by Mr. F. J. Osborn. 28, King- 
street, Covent Garden, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Annual dinner. 
Hall, Throgmorton-street, EC. 7.15 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ Modern Develop- 
ments in Israel,’” by Mr. Leslie Ginsburg. 34, Bedford- 
square, WCl. 6.15 p.m. 

Roya. Society OF Arts.—‘‘ Shops and Shopping in 
the Past Two Centuries,’’ by Professor A. E. Richardson, 
RA, FRIBA, RSA, John Adam-street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MusEUM.—‘“‘ Meaning and 
Symbol in William Blake—(2) The Door of Death,” 
by Mr. George Wingfield Digby. V. & A. Museum, 
South Kensington, SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon and film 
of the “‘ Stockton Test.’’ Derry & Tom’s Restaurant, 
High-street, Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
INSTITUTE OF HousING.—“ Getting People into the 
Right Houses,’’ by Mr. Henry Brooke, MP. County 
Hall, Westminster, SE1. 7 p.m. 


LCC CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND CRAFTS.— 
Opening of exhibition of paintings and small sculpture 
by African boys of the Cyrene Mission, Southern 
Rhodesia. Central School of Arts and Crafts, South- 
ampton-row, WCl. 3 p.m. Continuing open, March 4. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—Sound film 
entitled ‘‘ Bricks —- How They are Made and Used,”’ 
followed by a talk by Mr. J. B. Trusting. City College 
and Art School, Ipswich-road, Norwich. 7.30 p.m. 


Drapers’ 





AN ARCHITECT’S PARTY 


Mr. aND Mrs. ARTHUR KENYON’S 
annual party, held on Monday, drew the 
usual cheerful throng to Adeline-place ; 
It would take more than the cold weather 
to keep people away from one of the 
year’s most enjoyable affairs. Among the 
exhibitions on view Mr. Kenyon’s new 
housing scheme for Lambeth took pride 
of place, well shown by an excellent 
model made by the staff. In lighter vein 
some large-scale drawings designed as 
wall decoration drew appreciative com- 
ments and helped to make a delightful 
evening. 


NEW IAAS PRESIDENT 


LigzuT.-CoL. A. E. HENson, FRIBA, 
FIAA and S, AlIStruct.E, has been 
elected president of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors. 
He is a partner in the firm of Sir John 
Brown, A. E. Henson and Partners, of 
London and Northampton. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sir WILLIAM BAIRD AND PARTNERS, chartered quantitv 
surveyors, of 7, Catherine-place, London, SW1, ard 
7, St. Colme-street, Edinburgh, 3, have divided their 
two offices into two separate firms, as from January 1 last. 
Mr. G. D. R. ELLSON, FRICS, is the sole principal of 
their London firm and will practise under the title of 
Sir WILLIAM BAIRD AND PARTNERS (LONDON). 3 
G. J. Murray, FRICS, Mr. J. Scott, FRICS, and 
Mr. A. J. STEWART, FRICS, are the principals of their 
Edinburgh firm and will practise under the title of 
SiR WILLIAM BAIRD AND PARTNERS (EDINBURGH). 
The two firms will be associated in an advisory capacity. 

The address of the Birmingham office of MBssRsS. 
REYNOLDS AND YOUNG, quantity surveyors, is now 
Ruskin Chambers, 191, Corporation-street, Birmingham 
Sonny telephone number remains unaltered (Central 


avai), 


FROM ‘“ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, February 4, 1854 


Tue Masons’ Union.—An attempt by 
threats to compel an operative stone- 
mason at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham, 
to join the Masons’ Union having been 
proved at the Lambeth Police Court en 
Saturday week, Mr. Norton sentenced the 
threatener, Richard Wilcock, to a month’s 
imprisonment with hard labour. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your leading article last week on 
the need for some recognised qualifi- 
cation for builders is timely and to the 
point, and your suggestion that member- 
ship of the Institute of Builders should 
denote that qualification seems to provide 
a practical solution of a difficulty. which 
has long evaded other searchers after an 
answer. 

Whether the Institute of Builders as 
at present constituted could immediately 
fulfil the purpose you suggest is neither 
here nor there. The point is that if the 
building industry agrees that building 
work should be done by qualified builders, 
and that a qualification by examination, 
through the Institute of Builders, should 
ultimately provide that qualification, it 
must equally see to it that the Institute is 
organised on a wide enough basis to enable 
ait to do so. 

Mr. Smallwood has emphasised that 
responsibility for an efficient Institute of 
Builders lies with the buiiding industry: 
you have suggested a task which the 
Institute should be competent to under- 
take for the good name of the builder and 
the better safe-guarding of the building 
owner. Taking a purely personal view, I 
feel that the next step must be for the 
Institute and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers to agree to 
set up a liaison committee charged as a 
matter of urgency to examine the problems 
and report back by a given date to both 
Councils for action, and I propose to 
make this suggestion to the Council of 
the Institute at its meeting this month. 

A. W. Yeomans [MIOB]. 

41, Upper Berkeley-street, W1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letter from Mr. Philip 
Smallwood, past President of the 
LMBA, coupled with the silence of the 
Institute, undoubtedly lends force to 
the misgivings set out in my letter of 
January 8, concerning the conduct of 
this body. It is quite obvious that all is 
not well within the Institute and that it is 








The Windmill, Wimbledon Common. 
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failing in its work of encouragement and 
certification of suitable building 
technicians, which is presumably its 
primary purpose. 

It is indeed interesting to note that this 
failure is coupled with financial difficulties. 

Whatever the cause may be of the 
apparent semi-comatose state which would 
seem to obtain within the Institute, it 
must necessarily be to the disadvantage 
of the industry as a whole, since there 
would appear to be no similar qualifying 
body available. 

I therefore suggest that an approach 
be made to the Institute by the NFBTE, 
the LMBA, and the FMB, with a view to 
ascertaining the causes of, and, if possible, 
to effecting improvement in the matters 
complained of, and, in the absence of 
success in these directions, that a suitable 
certifying body be set up within the 
industry, prepared to issue appropriate 
qualification by examination of builder- 
trained technicians and management, 
since there is obviously a need in this 
direction which the Institute of Builders 
is not at present meeting. 

H. G. Forp. 
[Rexford (Builders), Ltd.] 
Shirley, Birmingham. 


To the Editor if The Builder 


IR,—Your leader of January 29, on 
Mr. Smallwood’s letter, will no 
doubt create interest. One cannot deny 
that registration as in Regulation 56 AB 
should have been maintained. The 
question of Institute Membership can re- 
open an old controversy. There are still 
operating in the industry, on maintenance, 
jobbing and building, key men who have 
studied theoretically the hard way and 
learned the practical and business pro- 
cedure from actual experience. I know 
of men in building managerial positions 
who graduated in the days of economic 
depression and are still in the prime of 
life, who studied conscientiously and 
methodically took local examinations but, 
due to various circumstances, did not 
or could not follow up on the Institute of 
Builders. Examination is, I agree, the 
only test of academic qualifications, but a 
review of the conditions governing Insti- 
tute membership might provide an oppor- 
tunity to have enrolled quite a number of 
mature men actively engaged in the 


‘industry who do not require the letters 


to get them there, as by performance they 
have consolidated their positions. 

I can confirm that there are alternative 
bodies prepared to accept men in such 
positions as associates, on the payment of 
a substantial annual subscription, and 
consideration of this aspect could swell 
the funds that the Institute of Builders is 
reputedly lacking, and at the same time 
help in organising on the lines laid down 
by Mr. Smallwood. 

INTERESTED. 

Co. Durham. 


SAVING A LONDON LANDMARK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There is urgent need for repairing 

a notable London landmark, the 
windmill on Wimbledon Common, which 
has been scheduled by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government as a 
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“T was in Bertram Mills’ 
Circus till I. heard of the 
new danger pay.” 


é 
New rates for height money for steal 
erectors came into operation on Monday. | 











building of architectural and _ historic 
interest. 

Lord Baden Powell wrote part of his 
‘‘ Scouting for Boys’”’ there, and this is 
commemorated by a plaque. 

A windmill has stood on the site since 
1717. Set, as it is, on this historic and 
beautiful common, and enjoyed by all, 
it would surely be a tragedy to permit it 
to become unsafe for lack of the necessary 
funds to carry out the essential restoration 
work. 

The conservators, elected under the 
Act of 1871, are responsible for its 
maintenance, and have hitherto been able 
to keep the windmill in repair, but we 
now find that our income, limited by 
statute, is insufficient to defray what has 
become a special expense. The conserva- 
tors lave recently been expertly advised 
that to renovate the fabric and to make 
the windmill safe and preserve it as a 
monument will involve an expenditure 
of approximately £500. We are, therefore, 
appealing for funds to enable us to defray 
the cost, and shall be grateful and pleased 
to receive donations, however small, 
which should be sent to The Ranger, 
Wimbledon Common, SW19 (cheques 
payable to Barclays Bank, crossed ‘‘Wind- 
mill Fund ’’). 

C. HasketT-Smi1TH, Chairman, 
Wimbledon and Putney Commons 
Conservators. 


Heathview Gardens, SW15. 


ECONOMY IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In Mr. H. F. Broughton’s address, 
reproduced on January 22, there 
appears under the sub-heading of “ The 
Architect and the Building Programme, 
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, rather confused précis of progress 
planning. ; 

It was suggested in one paragraph that 
a programme ne prepared by the con- 
tractor, discussed jointly by him and the 
architect, possibly amended to suit the 
requirements of both, etc., etc.,’’ has been, 
in some instances, ‘‘ a vital document.” 

Of this statement, only the latter surely 
js true; no contractor would deny the 
usefulness of an accurate programme and 
progress chart combined. 

Any progress chart prepared by a 
contractor is not only a picture of actual 
progress, but a comprehensive guide to 
the site agent, general foremen, cost and 
bonus department, i.e., all the supervisory 
staff, of the financial position of the 
contract. It is the basis of the site bonus 
scheme and in effect the monetary diary 
of the complete contract, which, amended 
week by week, shows a true picture of 
fnance as well as invaluable data to 
es'imators on unit costing. Any. un- 
balanced item can be adjusted at a glance 
and weaknesses in output rectified imme- 
diately. 

Such a document is hardly of interest 
to the architect; the contractor has 
already stated his estimated contract 
period in the tender. If the architect 
wishes to formulate his own programme 
from this figure, he is obviously the 
responsible man to do so, though I 
doubt if any contractor would be prepared 
to commit himself to what is purely an 
experiment on the ability of the site 
organisation. 

C. J. CHAMONT. 

104, Clarendon-road, Ashford, Middx. 


THE COST OF VARIATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Bullock states (your issue of 

Jan. 22) that detailed bills of quantities 

based on completed drawings result in 
higher tender rates. 

This infers that quantities prepared 
from sketchy drawings are, due to the 
omission of much detail, priced lower. I 
was always led to understand that a bill 
of quantities should be such as to convey 
to the contractor as much information 
and detail as was possible and it is not 
fair or equitable to the builder to do 
otherwise. Moreover, bills of quantities 
containing insufficient detail will ulti- 
mately lead to considerable variation and 
claims. 

Contractors are human and their organ- 
sations suffer accordingly, but that is no 
reason why their shortcomings should be 
further aggravated by lack of proper 
planning in other quarters. It is, I agree, 
dificult to assess the actual cost of 
\ariations and for this reason they should 
be avoided to the greatest possible 
extent. 

W. 'TomMPKINs, 
Rush and Tompkins, Ltd. 
109, Station-road, Sidcup, Kent. 


THE GRANGE, FULHAM 


A LAST EFFORT to save from demolition 
The Grange, Fulham, failed at the meet- 
ing of the Fulham Council on December 

The council propose to pull the 
mansion down and build blocks of flats 
in the grounds. 
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RIBA PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 
The President’s Address and Mr. Basil Spence’s Criticism 


Tt president of the RIBA, Mr. Howard 
Robertson, MC, ARA, SADG, gave his 
annual address to students and presented 
the medals and prizes for 1954, and the 
work submitted was criticised by Mr. 
Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, 
at 'Tuesday’s meeting of the RIBA, held 
at 66, Portland-place, Wi. (The list 
of prizewinners was given in The Builder 
of January 8.) In his address Mr. 
HowarpD ROBERTSON said : 

This is almost certainly the last oppor- 
tunity when I have the privilege of address- 
ing you on an occasion of this particular 
importance. 

I have made two inaugural addresses, 
like most good boys who are re-elected to 
the chair, and I have not wasted time in 
re-reading them. Of one thing I am 
conscious, that in the parts of them that 
dealt with architecture I was both woolly 
and inevitably pompous. The reason is, 
of course, that none of us has got all the 
answers, and the really wise ones should 
refuse to commit themselves. 

What I have re-read, however, are the 
addresses of Mr. Michael Pattrick and Mr. 
Barnett Freedman at the AA prize-giving 
in July last year, not forgetting the most 
interesting contribution made by Mr. A. 
Diprose, chairman of the students’ com- 
mittee. I have gone further back and read 
Mr. Lewis Mumford’s talk at the AA in 
May, 1953, and the very cogent comments 
made by his questioners. And _ finally, 
much later, I have read several times, for 
sheer joy, the AA presidential address of 
Sir Hugh Casson, who can discharge more 
arrows without hurting the victim than 
any man I know. 

In all these addresses there have been 
sounded notes in varying degrees suggest- 
ing bewilderment, uncertainty, or even 
despair. Where are we going, if any- 
where ? Where are the leaders, now that 
Mr. Mumford has isolated and pinned 
down the scope of the contribution of 
such men as Mies, Le Corbusier and F. L. 
Wright, and he and others have achieved 
a partial ‘“‘ debunking ”’ of some spectacular 
modern buildings? In a_ sense, one 
concludes that we are marching in parallel 
with the painters’ world, where abstraction- 
ism is said to be out, except for a few loyal 
men either martyrs or incompetents, 
expressionism and existentialism are still 
in, and realism while gaining ground is 
still a term of reproach or in need of 
another name. 


A SOLID BASIS 


Fortunately for us, architecture has a 
solid basis, but that basis has to be deter- 
mined by profound and constant study. 
We architects are what I would call 
“* serialists.’”” Leaders, and _ leadership, 
are of little value except as a demonstration 
that leading figures have emerged, and will 
continue to do so, as a demonstration of 
the fact that personal gifts, coupled with 
enormous and continuous application, can 
bring men to the point where their archi- 
tecture provides an ineentive to us all to 
do likewise. 

But we cannot appropriate their gifts, 


nor short-circuit the processes by which 
we might attain a similar position of 
inspired achievement. All we can do is to 
try, through the processes of education and 
training open to us, to indicate one or two 
principles which might be followed and 
suggest what may be considered; from a 
practical standpoint, as fallacies or at 
least misconceptions. 

Taking the latter first, I believe myself 
that in schools of architecture what might 
be called eminent leadership is not essen- 
tial. The best teachers are not always the 
finest executants, and that has held good 
for painting, music, and other arts. 'To 
have a few lessons from Liszt, when one 
had mastered all technique, was clearly of 
marvellous value: so too would be a 
short stage with our great masters of 
architecture : but only after one has begun 
to develop one’s own basic thoughts and 
principles. For inculcating these, hum- 
bler and more devoted guides are neces- 
sary. But even they cannot draw out from 
a student more than he has himself put 
in through diligent preparation. So I 
regard the call, sometimes heard to-day, 
for great leaders, as one unlikely to be 
answerable, and disappointing were it 
answered ; especially since great leaders 
are generally great individualists, and their 
paths do not converge on any platform 
of ideals that can be focused and pin- 
pointed for teaching purposes. 


THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE 


The principle that I would suggest as 
more directly applicable, and useful, is a 
return to the conception of architectural 
design as, basically, a solution. Having 
achieved a solution, comes the conception. 
They may come together. But I think it 
is wise to take the solution first in one’s 
approach to a problem at school or in 
the office. 

To achieve a solution entails study of all 
the requirements, the governing factors. 
The use of space, the limitations, the 
directives of the programme, and_ the 
laying down of a framework at least 
adequate to, and preferably suggestive of, 
the maximum esthetic possibilities. But 
remember that in the search for a solution 
it is necessary to make maximum use of 
vision in three dimensions. 

In approaching this search for a solu- 
tion, we should throw away all thoughts of 
being like Corb, like Mies, or anybody else. 
If one studies their work as a stimulus it 
should be from the angle of the solution 
they offered to their problems, and not 
from that of what the: buildings looked 
like. 

Some may object that this approach to 
design through the solution is out of date, 
that it is the old Beaux-Arts idea again. 
To that I answer, never mind. It is the 
one principle that lifts architectural design 
out of the battle of styles and “ isms ”’ for 
a goodly portion of its process of develop- 
ment. It provides a basis of unassailable 
logic not to be found in expressionism by 
itself, and brings out the common denom- 
inator that lies within all satisfactory 
design ; the denominator that makes it 
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possible to assemble good furniture of 
nearly all periods in a room, and good 
buildings of widely varying periods and 
individualities in a street. 

In approaching a solution the skilled 
brain and eye develop a subconscious 
feeling for possibilities, and also for those 
awkwardnesses which may threaten satis- 
factory compositions. A warning bell 
sounds in that same subconscious, and one 
tackles the potential snag from another 
angle. 


THE PRACTISED EYE 


I have referred to the skilled eye; I 
mean also the practised eye. A sense of 
potentials or snags in plan, section, and 
massing comes only with practice, but it 
develops very quickly. 

But the practice is necessary. And that 
is why I personally am sorry to see the 
disappearance of the esquisse, and the 
esquisse-esquisse. ‘These drawings repre- 
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sented solutions, without their develop- 
ment; but by repeating them very fre- 
quently a school student could develop 
a great capacity for setting down the 
fundamentals of a solution to a given 
programme. The esquisse, with its limited 
scope and time for production, provided 
the same stimulus to design as do those 
limiting factors in an actual building 
problem whose challenge brings out the 
full resources of the architect who is 
struggling to resolve them. 

One main point is enough meat for 
any discourse on those problems of design 
which preoccupy us all. If our forward 
march in contemporary architecture is 
to-day a little hesitating I think it is 
because, in school and out of it, we are 
forgetting that the basic test for a piece of 
architecture, underlying the quality of its 
expression, is its practical answer to the 
problem in terms of satisfactory com- 
position. 








Alon + GAGOMBE 


>) PRESIDENT 


sir 








T.4Mitts 
PRESIDENT NFBTO 


PRESIDENT 
LF. B.RW. 





DAvi0 








L.WALDEN | 


Junior 
VICE - PREDIC 





NATIONAL FEDERATION DINNER-DANCE. 


Personalities as seen by 


Sallon at the dinner-dance of the National Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
which was held at the Dorchester on January 26, before the annual meeting next day. 
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Criticisms of Work 


R. BASIL SPENCE, in the course 

of his criticism of the work sub. 

mitted, said: The two main design prize 

this year are the Tite and the Soane. 

The subjects are similar in character, cal. 

culated to stimulate the imagination of the 
contestants. 

The key to the Fite is the use of stairs, 
landscaping and waterscaping in almost 
ideal conditions. A stair is not only a device 
for getting from A to B. There is , 
philosophy behind the design of stairways, 
They can be cradles of beauty—for ¢. 
ample, the Opera stair at Paris, and how 
it comes to life as a dazzling spectacle of 
life and movement when the youth, fashion 
and sophistication of Paris tread lightly 
up, and especially down, the immaculately 
proportioned risers and treads. 

The subject set by the jury was “ An 
Italian Lakeside Garden—laid out to cele. 
brate the discovery of a hillside spring near 
a great Italian Villa.’”? What a lovely sub. 
ject — what a marvellous job if it happened 
in real life! The response at the esquisse 
stage was most heartening and the jury 
admitted 15 to the final, but the stairs 
were too much for the short-winded, and 
a large proportion of the finalists could 
not stay the course and did not maintain 
the high promise of their esquisse. The 
jury felt, however, that this year there 
was great enthusiasm and vitality. 

The winner, Mr. G. E. Howard, had a 
very good scheme showing a consistent 
and sensitive handling of the site, and the 
jury was especially pleased with the con- 
trol exercised at all stages. He is a worthy 
winner. The esquisse, however, showed a 
beautiful informal secondary approach 
which was dropped on the final scheme, 
and we felt this was a pity. 


A STIMULATING SUBJECT 


The subject for the Soane Medallion 
was a very stimulating one which gave 
some scope for the imagination, but only 
one competitor really went to town—the 
winner. The subject was ‘St. Paul’s 
stairs and terrace—the river approach to 
the Cathedral’’—a _ very nice subject, a 
sort of Propyleatothe Parthenon. As with 
the Tite, the jury was pleased with the 
vigorous response at the esquisse stage, 
again admitting a large number to the 
final (14), but some of the final results 
were disappointing, and the _ subject 
appeared far too difficult for some of the 
contestants. 

The design of Mr. David Rock, the 
winner, is a most interesting one, having 
a great deal of character, invention and 
imagination. The jury felt that there were 
too many ideas for this subject and be- 
cause of this, this design has many faults 
which, however, the jury felt were counter- 
balanced by the creative ability displayed 
by the author. The imaginative way that 
the ancient walls and roads were preserved 
was specially commended and parts of this 
design have great beauty. It was even 
suggested by one member that this could 
have been a simultaneous entry with the 
Owen Jones. 

If this were to be a serious project, how- 
ever, many points on plan and section 
would have to be reconsidered. For 
instance, reception on the second floor— 
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having got there you would have to come 
down again to the first floor ; the tortuous 
route for processions over bridges and 
ramps; the shocking surprise effect 
in all parts of the design of low ceilings 
bursting into limitless space—all these 
are exciting and show a positive attitude 
in design, but in the opinion of the jury this 
was overdone, and we felt also that the 
scale was not consistent throughout this 
design. And what about the queer metal 
flags on the main access to St. Paul’s? 
These are doubtful, to say the least. But 
I noticed that certain members of the 
jury looked at Mr. Rock’s designs with 
a gleam of envy in their eyes as he has so 
obviously enjoyed every square inch of 
his drawings. 

The Pugin Studentship, for which only 
three sets of drawings were submitted, 
was awarded to Mr. C. S. Rowberry, who 
submitted six sets of drawings of portions 
of ecclesiastical buildings including North 
Leach Church, Worcester Cathedral and 
Tewkesbury Abbey. 

The winner’s set is well up to standard, 
with the measured work much in free- 
hand, the latter being of excellent quality 
representing admirably and sympathetic- 
ally the spirit of Gothic and the three- 
dimensional form of the structure. The 
use of colour showing its application in 
glass, wood and stone is to be commended, 
while the details of gargoyles, dripstones 
and grotesques have caught the bucolic 
humour of the medieval mason. He has 
obviously enjoyed himself. 

The Owen Jones comes next, and was 
awarded to Mr. J. R. Notman, who shows 
drawings of great sensitivity, extremely 
well presented. 


ESSAYS 


Now for the RIBA Silver Medal and 
£50 for an Essay. Although it has been 
emphasised repeatedly, some candidates 
continue to submit theses rather than 
essays and do not pay enough attention 
to literary quality, which is the primary 
requirement of an essay. It is also felt that 
there is a tendency to submit mere com- 
pilations of published and known facts 
rather than to contribute to architectural 
thought or scholarship. 

The jury was of the unanimous opinion 
that the essay submitted by Mr. Peter 
Collins on “‘ The Architectural Doctrine 
of Jacques Francis Blondel’ avoided all 
these errors, except in the ending which is 
a rather banal and naive expression of 
the candidate’s views on the application 
of Blondel’s teaching to current archi- 
tectural education. 

And now the Grissell Gold Medal. 
There was only one entry, Mr. M. P. 
Bates. ‘This is a praiseworthy scheme, it 
follows the lines of the programme liter- 
ally and embodies all features and accom- 
modation required. A good clear set of 
working drawings with the details well 
laid out and well notated. The draughts- 
manship is excellent. 

I now come to the RIBA prizes for 
Public and Secondary Schools, for which 
an interesting set of drawings and essays 
were submitted. For the essay, the 
prize has been divided between Muir of 
Edinburgh, and Howie of Loughborough. 
Howie’s essay was excellently presented— 
an extremely well-balanced account of the 
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Guildhall, Leicester, which went far 
beyond the guide book. Muir’s original 
and vigorously worded essay was an 
appreciation and criticism of the Glasgow 
School of Art. The jury felt, however, 
that its presentation was casual. 

Radcliffe, Mitchell and Miss Fennell 
were all commended respectively for a 
most evocative essay on a curious antiquity 
in Kent, an exquisitely presented but 
somewhat mannered examination of St. 
Nicholas Church, Leicester, and a charm- 
ing account of Maison Dieu House, 
Dover. 

The prize for the drawings was also 
divided between Williams—Bath ; Fisher 
—Mitcham ; and Bonnet—Plymouth, as 
great difficulty was found in comparing 
works so diverse though each excellent 
in its own field. Williams submitted a 
measured drawing of the Palladian.Bridge 
at Prior Park outstanding in precision and 
delicacy. Fisher’s pen and wash drawings 
of the whole of the Prior Park Buildings 
showed a clear grasp of subject form 
and great power in delineation. Bonnet’s 
pencil drawings of a Plymouth Church 
excelled in technique and caught the life 
and spirit of Gothic masonry. 

This year’s entry of drawings was 
numerically good and of a high level 
throughout. 


POST-GRADUATE PRIZES 


Coming to the Post-Graduate Prizes, 
where criticism is not required, Mr. Spence 
said: In many ways, I feel the competition 
for these ripe plums is not fierce enough. 
How I wish I was free to travel to Greece 
or Spain, or parts of the Mediterranean. 
This period only comes once before we 
get tied to our practices and, apart from 
the adventure of travel after the award 
has been made, the adventure of the chase 
during the competition stage is well worth 
enjoying for its own sake. I sincerely 
hope that, next year, there will be even 
stronger competition for the prizes, though 
this year has shown an improvement on 
last. 


BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE 
COUNTIES AA 


Annual Dinner 


JF Birmingham City Council was to be 

honest and discharge its duty to the 
community. it must not shirk the task of 
implementing the Development Plan. vast 
and difficult though it was. said the Lord 
Mayor, ALtp. G. H. W. GRIFFITH, on 
January 22, when he spoke at the annnal 
dinner of the Birmingham and Five Counties 
Architectural Association. 

Neglect or vacillatioa or taking the line 
of least resistance would lead, at an ever 
increasing speed, to a condition of affairs 
which would strangle the city’s industrial 
prosperity and destroy its social life, he said. 

Even more to be feared than public apathy 
was the blind acceptance of the Plan on the 
false assumption that tomorrow ceuld take 
care of itself. Only by the experience and 
assistance of responsible persons in all 
sections of the community could the Corpor- 
ation be reasonably sure of carrying out the 
right part of the work “ at the right time and 
in the right way.” 

The Lord Mayor was responding to the 
toast of the City, proposed by the president 
of the Association, Mr. Cecil E. M. Fillmore. 
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RIBA EXAMINATIONS 
List of Successful Candidates 


THE Final Examination of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects was held 
in London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Edinburgh and Belfast from November 25 
to December 4, 1953. Of the 379 candidates 
examined, 129 passed as follows:—Passed 
whole examination, 84; passed whole ex- 
amination, subject to approval of thesis, 9; 
passed part one only, 34; passed part two 
only, 2; total 129. 250 candidates were rele- 
gated. The successful candidates are as 
follows :— 


Whole examination: H. G. Appleby, E. A. Barber, 
A. G. Batt, *J. S. Berryman, Miss C, E. Booth, 
O. J. P. Bott, D. A. P. Brookbank, B: J. S. Bucking- 
ham, Keith Burton, H. R. Caddy, *C. W. Caffry, 
D. W. I. Campbell, G. L. Carson, A. K. F. Carter, 
*S. F. Clark, G. K. Davidson, D. W. Davies, N. C. 
Davis, M. R. Day, K. L. Denham, A. J. Dobb, 
T. R. Drought, Miss C. A, D ell. 


E. D. Ellison, Stanley Elson, *J. W. Francis, R. G. 
Franklin, R. S. Fraser, C. Gathern, Geoffrey 
Hadwick, Peter Hall, F. W. Hammond, C. C. Har- 
bott, A. J. Hardy, A. S. Henton, T. B. Holt, G. W. 
Howell, J. F. Hudek, Brian Hudson, G. H. Hutton 
G. R. Hynch, D. M. Ingelbrecht, D. S. Ives, N. J 
Johnston, D. G. Jones, P. J. Kendrick, Patrick Litch- 
field, *B. J. Lloyd, K. S. Long. 


*Leo McNicol, V. D. Marshall, D. C. Morgan, 
M. A. Newberry, Lech Neyman, Miss Rosemary 
Palmer (distinction in thesis), Barry Partridge, J. G. 
Pearce, G. D. Pillinger, G. B. Piper, C. Podleski, 
D. E. Randall, Harry S. Read, R. F. P. Robinson, 
S. A. Roe (distinction in thesis), C. E. Rolf, Gerson 
Rottenberg, J. D. Rowlands. 


Miss Ann Satterley, D. C. Scrivins, C. R. Shaw, 
Brian Shawcroft, *Merrick Sloan, J..G. Stark, D. A. 
Stevens, P. R. Stone, A. H. Swinson, *Frederick 
Teare, G. J. W. Thomas, V. J. Thurgood, E. N 
Turner, F. A. J. Turner, P. G. Vincent, F. H. H 
Walker, P. R. Walker, B. G. Werner, Miss P. M. 
Waterhouse, Keith Waugh, L. A. Weeks, R. F. 
Westlake, *H. L. Wickham, G. E. Willis, A. S. 
Wilson, Michael Wilson. 


Part one only: M. Baranowski, D. M. Billam, 
H. W. Blachnicki, J. L. Butler, Harold Combs, P. C. 
Curtin, D. C. Dean, J. A. Edginton, D. K. Entwistle, 
J. T. Gardner, J. A. Hardy, N. S. Hubbard, S. R. 
Jones, Miss S. V. Judd. 


Clifford Kaye, P. A. Kershaw, P. H. Kudianavala, 
Derrick Lees, Stanislaw Len, F. A. A. MacKenzie, 
Andrew MacMillan, Herbert A. Pollard, A. P. 
Radinger, B. M. Simpson, D. L. Smith, P. T, Smith, 
Noel Stanley, H. W. Sturges, J. B. Sumner, Miss J. M. 
Tonge, Frank Turner, M. H. Way, Ronald White, 
K. C. J. Wright. 


Part two only: K. V. Blair, Roy Payne. 


, 


*Subject to approval of thesis. 


Special Final Examination 


The Special Final Examination was held 
in the same centres and at the same time. 
Of the 294 eandidates examined, 72 passed 
as follows:—Passed whole examination, 59; 
passed part one only, 13; total 72. 222 can- 
didates were relegated. The successful can- 
didates are as follows:— 


Whole examination: Harry G. Alderton, John C. 
Allen, S. R. J. Ashby, N. J. Barnett, J. G. Batty, 
W. H. J. Baverstock, J. W. R. Bestley, F. A. Bond, 
D. G. Borton, G. L. Bowden, P. H. Chevalier, 
Lawrence Clarkson, N. L. Cockram, E. E. G. 
Cummins, W. H. Curtis, P. N. Dean, J. M. Dunne, 
Ernest Fairs, K. G. Fidler, W. A. Fletcher, F. R. 
Gibson, S. L. Harris, Leonard Helyar, J. P. Howitt. 

E. C. Jeffery, Harvey Johnston, J. N. Jones, Stanley 
Jones, R. D. Kain, E. S. Leighton, I. D. Long, Erhard 
Lorenz, Alexander McClenaghan, A. G. MacDonald, 
J. N. McKelvie, Tromas McLean, B. W. C. Malson, 
W. H. E. Nichols, Peter Oltmanns, R. E. Owen, J. W. 
Paine, Louis Pilkington, R. J. Potter, Bryan Priestley. 

J. F. Quin, L. L. Reed, E. S. Reeves, G. L. H. 
Rhodes, Jack Rylatt, S. T. Sandwell, T. G. Stephens, 
E. A. Stroud, J. D. Sutherland, V. J. Syborn, S. F. E. 
Thomas, E. R. Towler, Sydney Townsend, G. W. 
Wakeham, O. W. Wintle. 


Part one only: J. D. Acton, L. D. Burgess, Miss 
P. G. E. Holliman, A. E. E. Jones, J. A. McAlister, 
Haikaz Michaelian, K, W. Parker, W. C. Ritchie, 
E. R. Throssell, F. W. Tinson, J. W. Turpin, M. J. 
Wesolowski, J. C. J. West. 


The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination :— 


D. H. Franklyn, J. A. Inskip, A. S. Raimes, Alan 
Ross, Arthur W. Smith, Derek Smith, A. H. J. 
Waskett, E. G. Wiseman, Leonard Woodhams. 





Gandon’s Custom House, from quay. 


OBITUARY 


J. B. M. HAY, MC, MSc 

Mr. D. A. G. RED, Principal of the 
Brixton School, writes: 

To everyone connected with building 
education, the death of Mr. J. B. M. Hay, 
HMI, will be a very great loss. To those of 
us who have seen him, during recent years, 
resolutely refusing to allow either his 
activities or his enthusiasm to be dimmed by 
failing health, the end is sad beyond descrip- 
tion. 

In 1947, when Mr. Hay succeeded the 
late Mr. J. L. Manson as Staff Inspector for 
Building Subjects at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, he already enjoyed the confidence of 
building teachers who had for him also a 
great personal regard. He had already 
played a leading part in securing acceptance 
by the industry of certain objectives for 
which the technical colleges had been striv- 
ing for many years. During the years of his 
staff inspectorship, this process was to 
continue on an ever increasing scale and 
this advance must be attributed, in no small 
measure, to Mr. Hay’s personal abilities as 
a negotiator on behalf of technical educa- 
tion. It was work which he could not bring 
himself to give up and his achievements are 
commensurate with the cost. 


Pr. 8. WwW. DEE, IP; PRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
occurred on January 24, of Mr. F. H. W. 
Lee, JP, FRIBA. He was 76. Mr. Lee 
had practised in Leamington during the 
whole of his professional life. Prominent 
in the public and social life of the area, 
he was president of the Leamington Asso- 
ciation for the Prosecution of Felons. 


R. RIDLEY KITCHING, FRIBA 


Mr. R. RIDLEY KITCHING, FRIBA, of the 
Middlesbrough firm of Kitching and Co., 
architects, has died at the age of 77, after 
being in ill-health for some years. Mr. 
Kitching began practising as an architect 
in Middlesbrough in 1900. He was elected 
to Middlesbrough Town Council in 1932 
and was mayor in 1943. He retired in 1949. 


GEOFFREY WEBB 


WE: REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Geoffrey Webb. A memoir will appear in 
our next issue. 
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COMPETITION 


Assessors’ Award in the Dublin Port and Docks Board 
Offices Schemes 


‘THE assessors (Messrs. John M. Fairweather, FRIAI, Vincent Kelly, 

BArch, FRIAI, FRIBA, and Alfred Jones, FRIAI) in the competi- 
tion limited to architects practising in Ireland for proposed Headquarters 
and Offices for the Dublin Port and Docks Board, have made the following 
award:— 

“We have examined 28 designs which have been submitted in this Com- 
petition. We consider the standard of design reached by the Competitors is. 
disappointing, particularly as regards planning. 

“We regret we are unable to recommend any one of the designs for 
acceptance and we, therefore, do not award the first premium. We make 
our Award as follows :— 

“To the author of Design No. 15—Second Premium of £500. 
Hope, BArch, 50, Merrion-square, Dublin.) 

“To the author of Design No. 11—Third Premium of £200. 
Boyle, BArch, 27, Wellington-road, Ballsbridge.) 

“To the author of Design No. 27—Fourth Premium of f{100. (Joint 
authors—G. P. O’Brien, Brendan Morris, D. P. McCullagh, and F. C. 
Browne, 49, Mespil-road, Dublin.) 

“We place Design No. 4 next in order of merit. 
BArch, 11, Clare-street, Dublin.) 

“Design No. 22 was excluded, in accordance with Clause 9(d) of the 
Conditions.” 


(Alan 


(Liam 


(John L. Griffith, 


Site of the proposed Port and Docks Offices Competition. 
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Design placed second: 
by ALAN HOPE, BArch. 
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West (centre) and East elevations of design placed second. 








254 


THE BUILDER February 





View in Saloon Bar, looking towards Service. 


“PRINCE OF WALES,” BRIXTON ROAD, SW9 : IMPROVEMENTS 




















Architects 
VINCENT BURR 
& PARTNERS 


Builders 
LOVE & CO. (BUILDERS), LTD. 
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View in Saloon Bar looking 
towards Entrance. 


he meet the public’s changing needs, the Wenlock 
Brewery Co., Ltd., have now effected improve- 
ments to the Saloon Bar of this public house. ‘To 
break up the large unbroken floor area, two seats 
engaging the existing columns were specially de- 
signed. ‘The semi-circular one acted as a screen to 
the buffet and provided comfortable seating facing 
the bar. The “S” shaped seat has a long curved 
section facing all sides of the bar. These seats, 
although of robust construction, have an effect of 
lightness because of their cantilever from the 
columns. Finished in Australian walnut and a rose 
shade of Vynide material, they effectively achieve 
their object. Almost the entire perimeter of the 
bar has been fitted with similar fixed seating. 
The new flooring is laid in a repeating pattern of 
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random squares and rectangles of 6-mm. linoleum 
in various colours laid on the prepared surface of the 
old wood block flooring. 


Completely redecorated, the soft rose-pink and 
cream colours are enhanced by new pendant, wall 
and concealed coloured lighting, which produces an 
inviting effect. 


New counter tops, the revival of the panelling and 
new tables, chairs and stools complete the scheme of 
modernisation. Sub-contractors and suppliers were 
as follows : 

Seating and joinery, Artisans (London), Ltd. ; 
flooring, J. Arrowsmith; tables, chairs and _ stools, 
Neil Alexander, Ltd. ; counter work, W. H. Heath, 
Ltd. ; electrical work, Artisans (Electrical), Ltd. 


View in Saloon 
Bar, looking 
towards Snack Bar. 


WALES,” BRIXTON ROAD, SWg : IMPROVEMENTS 
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View of classrooms from the south-east. 


EMMER GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL, CAVERSHAM, READING 
for the Reading Education Committee 


Architect 
ERIC G. V. HIVES, LRIBA 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
HENRY COOPER & SONS HARRY RUSSELL, LTD. 


block in the centre, and the junior block on ground and 


HIS school is designed to conform to the reduced 
‘The necessary cloakrooms are 


requirements of the Education Act. The site first floors to the east. 
is +.90 acres in extent and is enclosed on the southern integral to each block. 


perimeter, and is open only to the north side with a Construction.—The buildings are almost wholly 
wide view over the golf course and wooded land. steel framed, laid out on an 8 ft. grid plan. The 


external walls are built in warm-coloured rustic-faced 
brickwork. The section of the classrooms is typical, 
giving the maximum amount of daylight and ventila- 
tion available, sunlight being controlled by blinds. 


<) Pn olla ‘ 
: Sei r] 


junior playing field 


The school accommodates over 300 children and is 
compact in plan, the infants’ block being wholly on 
the ground floor to the west, the kitchens, service 
area, large and small halls with a linked administration 
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Administration block. 


The roofs are of insulated steel decking prefabricated 
to the grid plan, with a built-up weather finish. The 
ceilings generally are of suspended insulation board. 
The stanchion columns for the most part are con- 
cealed in brickwork or hollow walls. ‘The windows 
are of steel section ; the door frames of pressed steel. 

Floors in the entrance hall, classrooms and corridors 
are of thermoplastic tiles. “The large and small halls, 
with the rooms to the administration block, are floored 
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with oak blocks. Lavatory block floors are laid in buff 
quarry tiles. 

A good store cupboard is provided in each class- 
room, with supplementary corridor stores, chair 
stores to the halls and a separate sports gear store with 
the necessary shelves and racks. ‘The bulk of the 
wall surfaces are finished in a hard gypsum plaster 
with bright and varied colour schemes ; certain areas of 
walls are faced with cream and golden coloured bricks. 
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The heating of the halls and classrooms is by means 
of warm air mechanically expelled from concealed 
cabinets, while the corridors and other areas are heated 
by convector-type radiators, the whole being ther- 
mostatically controlled for economic output from low- 
pressure pump-circulated hot-water boilers, which are 
automatically stoked. 

Artificial lighting is by electrical tungsten-type 
fittings to the main areas, fluorescent fittings being 
used in the administration area. Special equipment 
includes a radio gramophone with microphone link-up 
to all the teaching areas. 

The estimated cost of the buildings, including roads, 
paths and playgrounds was £57,425. The general 
contractors commenced work on the site in very 
inclement weather in January, 1951, and the whole 
school was handed over for occupation on Septem- 





Assembly-dining 


hall from east. 


View from the 


north-west. 


ber 15, 1952. Following is a list of the principal 
sub-contractors and suppliers : 

Cozens and Sutcliffe, Ltd., steelwork erection ; London 
Brick Co., bricks (external) ; Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., 
Ltd., bricks (internal) ; D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., roof 
decking ; Lee, Beesley and Co., Ltd., electrical work ; 
Rosser and Russell, Ltd., heating and hot water, and kitchen 
exhaust equipment; K. S. Neale, door furniture, etc. ; 
Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd., cloakroom fittings ; 
Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., windows and pressed metal ; 
Haskins, Ltd., rolling shutters and architectural steelwork ; 
W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; Empire 
Stone Co., Ltd., artificial stone. 

Anderson Construction Co., Ltd., suspended ceilings 
and wall linings ; Bennetts Wood Flooring (Tungit) Co., 
Ltd., flooring (wood block); Semtex, Ltd., Semastic 
decorative tiles ; J. Avery and Co., sun blinds ; Mechanical 
Tar Spraying and Grouting Co., Ltd., tarmac and pavings. 
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Assembly and dining hall. 
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Staircase to junior classrooms. 


EMMER GREEN 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
CAVERSHAM, 
READING 


Infants’ cloaks area. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
The Theory and Practice of Art in the Soviet Union 


HAT art has a purpose in Russia 
and has none in the West was both 
the opening theme and the closing one in 
the address given by Mr. JOHN BERGER 
before the Architectural Association on 
January 27. Mr. Berger is an art critic 
who has recently spent three weeks in 
Moscow and four or five days in Lenin- 
grad. ‘The meeting, held at 36, Bedford- 
square, WC1, was presided over by the 
Association’s president, Sir Hugh Casson, 
RDI, FRIBA. 


Mr. Berger opened by describing two 
pictures, one of which he had seen in 
London and the other in the principal art 
gallery in Moscow. The first of these was 
a large mural painting. Every colour was 
there. Paint if not literally flung had been 
poured out of cans on to the wall. The 
picture represented nothing except perhaps 
a poster placard where many such posters 
had been pasted over one another and 
left in the rain. The Russian picture 
was of a family standing in the doorway 
of a wooden shack in Moscow—those 
shacks were the places people lived in 
who had not graduated to the big flats. 
The subject of the picture was a family 
consisting of father, mother, daughter 
and a little boy reading a letter. It was 
entitled ‘The First Letter from the 
Front.” 


SENSE OF DIRECTION 


The painting as such was slick and senti- 
mental, and had almost as many colours 
as the one he had seen in London; but 
it had a purpose. It had been painted 
during the war, when the Red Army was 
tackling the Nazis. By encouraging and 
sustaining people during the war effort 
it served a purpose. The main character- 
istic of the cultural atmosphere in the 
Soviet Union was one of purpose, and 
there was a sense of direction and com- 
munication because the same purpose was 
shared by artist and people. 


One of the most striking things in the 
Soviet Union was that every issue was 
considered a moral one. "Thus the contest 
between realism and formalism in art 
was seen as the contest of the moral with 
the a-moral—which meant immoral to 
some. Another striking thing was the 
sense of the future: this was almost an 
historical’ sense working backwards. For 
the Russians the Moscow University 
building had, for example, the historical 
oo that Gothic art might have 
or us. 


Soviet art was often compared with 
Victorian and shared two things with it. 
Victorian art—he would rather say the art 
of the nineteenth century—had a sense of 
morality together with a sense of the 
future and inevitable progress. Our 
generation had reacted against both these 
ideas: we thought progress was an 
illusion and that morality was often 
hypocritical besides being usually a little 
smug and dreary. Our protest against this 
State of things had been that of the 
individual conscience, and we rated the 
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importance of this very high. This 
attitude towards our own. nineteenth 
century governed our attitude towards 
Soviet Russia. Then again in terms of 
pure aesthetics a great deal of Russian 
painting and sculpture was similar to our 
nineteenth-century art. But the effect 
was different. Our nineteenth-century 
painting was essentially escapist. But 
Soviet painting was not escapist. 


The sense of the future precluded the 
doctrine of art for art’s sake : that doctrine 
was the result of life offering no possi- 
bilities. In such a case artists were 
perhaps more aware than other people 
of the true situation, and were forced into 
the attitude of art for art’s sake so as to 
find a way out. 


It might be said that Soviet art was 
propaganda, that the future was one of 
turning a Socialist country into a Com- 
munist one, ‘and that art in serving the 
future served propaganda for political 
aims. To these assertions he could 
agree, with two reservations. The first 
of these was that in all great movements 
art was used to communicate and inspire 
something greater than itself. "The second 
reservation was that on the issue of 
propaganda one must allow that according 
to the Soviet view of art all art was 
propaganda. 

The most important fact about the 
cultural art of Moscow was the place that 
art held in the lives of ordinary people. 
The 'Tzetchakov Gallery there had a 
permanent exhibition which could be 
seen at any time, but commonly there was 
a queue outside, and it might take two 
hours to get inside. "There was a tre- 
mendous demand for copies of old 
favourite pictures. It must be realised 
that if one was concerned with a tradition 
of art one must be concerned with its 
social content, its relation with people’s 
lives. Art in the Soviet Union was not, 
as with us, a sort of Olympic game of 
geniuses handing on the torch to one 
another. 


LOVE OF ELABORATION 


Speaking of Russian taste Mr. Berger 
said that one of its characteristics was a 
love of elaboration. They liked to 
embroider the idea. In the theatre there 
was the realistic theatre, but there was 
also the fantastic theatre’ with witches 
and good and bad fairies. With this 
sense of the fantastic there was bound up 
an odd sort of spirituality. When he 
had shown some Russians round the 
National Gallery they evinced but little 
appreciation of Hogarth, but they found 
and liked Blake and, next after Blake, 
they liked Turner. 


As to the position of artists in the 
Soviet Union, Mr. Berger described them 
as prospering greatly. They could not 
be considered as being forced to paint 
under physical or moral constraint. They 
would not thank anyone who pitied them. 
But they had been so conditioned by 36 
years of culture since the revolution that 
they accepted the position; and what we 
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would call freedom they would call 
irresponsibility. 

Coming to architecture, Mr. Berger 
said that immediately after the revolution 
a number of buildings had been put up 
which we would call functional but which 
the Russians called constructionist. These 
were not a popular success and in Moscow 
looked exceedingly dreary. After the 
functional period came a. period of so- 
called classic architecture. This meant 
building places like Selfridge’s with an 
emphasis on facade. 


That sort of architecture was now 
disappearing, and some more _ recent 
buildings were simple with the decorations 
related to the structure; but if one took 
phetographs of individual buildings or 
details, these were almost invariably bad, 
but the placing of the building in relation 
to its surroundings was always good. This 
was notably the case with the Moscow 
University. The Russians had not 
solved the problem of the form of the 
individual building but they had solved 
the problem of the building in relation to 
large units. 


DISCUSSION 


Mr. R. F. JorpAN asked why the 
Russians were especially fond of Blake 
and Turner. 


Mr. JOHN SUMMERSON said he did not 
see that the position of the arts in Russia 
was in any way dissimilar to that in this 
country. If people went in great crowds 
to picture exhibitions in Russia, the fact 
indicated that the technique of illustrated: 
journalism and radio was defective. Here 
it was not by paintings on canvas that we 
circulated ideas but by a reproduced 
photograph and an article of 200 words. 


Dr. WITTKOWER told of an artist who 
left Prague for Russia, and was very 
successful there. But he returned to 
Prague and finally came to England giving 
as his reason that in England he could do 
as he liked. The idea that before 1800 
all painting was of the people and for the 
people was entirely wrong. ‘Titian, for 
example, interested only a small circle of 
people. All great art was esoteric. 


Mr. Patrick HERON said there was no 
split between the finest western art and 
the western people. Never before had so 
many people been genuinely moved by art. 


Mr. CoLin PENN said that in the Soviet 
Union architects were fairly well 
acquainted with work done in this country. 
Our architectural reviews were in all their 
libraries. 


Mr. BERGER replied to the discussion. 
On the question of why the Russians 
liked Turner and Blake he thought it was 
because of the Russian taste for mysteries. 
It was a national characteristic that he 
could not pretend to understand. As to 
the case of the artist who had left 
Russia because he had no sense of 
freedom there, this brought up the issue 
of directives. If the artist in question 
could not accept these it might be due to 
a temperamental maladjustment. The 
question was one of his attitude to the 
directives. The attitude of Russian 
artists generally was that they were men 
and women doing something worth while. 
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THE HOUSING PROBLEM IN FRANCE 


By B. S. TOWNROE, Hon.ARIBA 


IHEN M. Auriol, president of France 

up till January 16, wished his successor, 
M. René Coty, good luck, he referred to 
the “ many French families still waiting for 
a roof over their heads.” 

Housing is to-day one of the major 
political problems in France, and is proving 
far more difficult to deal with than housing 
in England owing to high building costs. 
The Economic Commission for Europe in 
a recent report, compared building costs in 
the United Kingdom and in France taking 
the base index of 100 as in the year 1938. In 
1952 building costs in the UK were 301 and 
in France 2,750! These figures carry their 
own moral. When it is remembered that 
the cost-of-living figure, excluding rent, in 
the UK was 245 in 1952, and in France 
2,670, it is little wonder that French states- 
men are at their wits end to know how to 
fulfil M. Auriol’s ideal of a roof for every 
family. 


Increase in Families 


As in this country, the increase in the 
number of families between 1914 and 1939 
has intensified the housebuilding shortage in 
France. During the war families continued 
to increase in France, while the number of 
dwellings decreased, as the result of the 
fighting during the Battle of France in 1940, 
and to Allied bombing, culminating in the 
Battles of the Liberation. Between 1939 and 
1945, 360,000 dwellings were completely 
destroyed in France, and 1,320,000 were par- 
tially destroyed. 

Every French town with more than 50,000 
inhabitants, with one exception, lost houses 
through bombs and sabotage. Some of the 
largest centres in France, Havre, Rouen, 
Amiens, Marseilles, Mulhouse, Nantes, 
Toulon, Rennes, Tours, Orleans, Brest, Caen, 
Calais, Boulogne, and Dunkirk suffered 
particularly badly. It has also to be remem- 
bered that the destruction of nearly a 
million houses in the first World War had 
not been fully made up at the beginning 
of the second World War. 

From 1919 onwards I visited many parts 
of France, and saw how the devastated 
territories of 13 Departments, and the whole, 
or partial, destruction of 896,000 dwellings, 
were being dealt with, under various schemes 
of reconstruction, assisted by Reparations 
and State loans. The number of new 
dwellings completed steadily increased every 
year, but mistakes were made through lack 
of proper town planning. Too many houses 
were rebuilt on their old foundations 
because of resistance from the proprietors 
to any change, even if it meant better com- 
munications, and more light and air. 
Between the two wars the State played its 
part in rehousing in France, but not nearly 
to the same extent as in Great Britain, and 
far more scope was given to private enter- 
prise, particularly to large industrial com- 
panies like those responsible for coal mines 
and railways. 

When these were nationalised, the State 
took over a number of excellent garden 
villages, and several interesting experiments 
came to an end. Of two of these experi- 
ments I have some personal knowledge, and 
they may carry lessons of interest at the 
present time. The first World War was a 
blessing in disguise for the colliery districts 
of Northern France, for shell-fire destroyed 
hundreds of out-of-date cottages. In their 


places the far-sighted colliery owners built 
numerous villages, well laid out, with 
spacious gardens and civic centres contain- 
ing halls, churches, créches and dispensaries. 
In some respects these were the forerunners 
of the New Towns at present being 
developed in England. 


A Garden City 


Another interesting experiment was on the 
outskirts of Strasbourg, where a local firm 
of sweet manufacturers built a garden city 
in which every house had to be a detached 
bungalow surrounded by a garden. These 
were let at rents fixed at a rate of at least 
25 per cent. less than those charged for simi- 
lar dwellings in the city. They were well 
equipped with wash basins, with hot and 
cold water in the bedrooms, a bath in the 
scullery moulded out of concrete at the 
same time as the concrete walls of the house 
were constructed, and all possible amenities, 
including cellars suitable for the storage of 
vegetables, coal and wine, and also for handi- 
crafts. The tenants were selected according 
to their health, their character and the 
amount they were doing for the community. 

The principle followed was that just as 
in a garden the expert gardener throws aside 
the weak seedlings and spends time and 
trouble over the strong seedlings, so in this 
garden city hard-working, healthy and public- 
spirited fathers and mothers were given the 
tenancies of these excellent homes. In the 
words of the Trustees, too much public 
money was being “taken out of the pockets 
of hard-working taxpayers in order to sub- 
sidise the thriftless, lazy and selfish members 
of society.” As far as I know this example 
has not been followed elsewhere, but last 
year in Strasbourg a number of experi- 
mental flats were put up at lower prices than 
elsewhere in France. They have been com- 
pleted rapidly owing to a new plan, by which 
architects, engineers, contractors and work- 
men all pull their weight together in provid- 
ing accommodation badly needed in a city, 
which suffered particularly severely during 
the war. 


Unemployed Architects 


Early in 1945 I was in Paris and spent 
some time with the late M. Dautry, who at 
that time was Minister of Reconstruction, 
but whom I met before when he was head 
of the Northern Railways of France, and 
had given me special facilities to visit villages 
specially built for railwaymen and _ their 
families. M. Dautry explained to me in 
1945 two factors in the new situation. The 
first was the. quantity of excellent plans 
which had been prepared from 1940 onwards 
by French architects, so that they might be 
available whenever the war came to an end. 
The: occupation, first of the northern part, 
and then of the whole of France, by the 
Germans meant that a large number of 
French architects were left without any work 
to do. Very shrewdly the Vichy Govern- 
ment, so much abused for much of its policy, 
decided to employ these architects as tem- 
porary civil servants on the preparation of 
town plans for the future. Many of these 
by 1945 had been examined, and approved 
by the equivalent bodies in France to our 
municipal councils, county councils and the 
Government Departments concerned. 

M. Dautry then handed me over to a mem- 
ber of his staff with whom I spent the next 
four hours studying some of the detailed 
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plans for the rebuilding of cities like Havre. 
Rouen, Caen, Falaise and others. But un- 
fortunately many of the plans made before 
1944 had to be remade, owing to the amount 
of destruction during the Liberation period. 

The second point which M. Dautry em- 
phasised was that he and his colleagues had 
decided on adopting the opposite policy to 
that which Lord Woolton, then Minister of 
Reconstruction, had planned in Great 
Britain, and which was later carried out in 
England and Wales by Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
that of extensive and highly subsidised house- 
building by local authorities, and restrictions 
on all forms of building by the Ministry 
of Works. M. Dautry told me that in France 
it was decided to call upon the initiative and 
enterprise of Frenchmen, who are, of course, 
in character extremely individualist and 
quick to improvise. Simple plans for the 
erection of temporary houses were exhibited 
in every fown hall in France, and financial 
assistance was offered to those prepared to 
build themselves. 

Admittedly, many of the dwellings con- 
structed as a result of this freedom would 
have been severely condemned by any 
English medical officer of health. For ex- 
ample, in the south of France I found an 
old man and his wife, whose homestead had 
been destroyed by a bomb, living quite hap- 
pily in a converted pig-sty. He had trans- 
formed this into a commodious building with 
three rooms. Again, both in northern and 
central France, as indeed in Italy, scores of 
families still occupy cave dwellings. The 
policy adopted by M. Dautry certainly pro- 
vided shelter more quickly than council 
houses were built in this country, but the 
standards of construction and design were, 
of course, much lower. 


Post-War Housing 


Since 1945 many new permanent houses 
have been built in France and a few are, 
in my view, far better built and far more 
commodious than many of our council 
houses. According to official figures, up to 
last autumn since the liberation in 1944, 
402,630 new dwelling units had been pro- 
vided but, of course, as is usual in France, 
most of these were in the form of flats. In 
the latter part of 1953 about 300,000 units 
were in course of construction. 


What has actually been built is far less 
than the actual need. In the view of M. 
Petit, one of the many Ministers of Recon- 
struction in France since the war, the build- 
ing of at least 20,000 dwellings per month 
is a matter of life and death for France. 
Instead of the rate of building quickening, 
last year it in fact slowed down. The 
Economic Council of France has put forward 
a number of suggestions which it is hoped 
will increase the rhythm of construction to 
the completion of 240,000 dwellings annually, 
i.e. 20,000 dwellings a month, by the year 
1957. The following recommendations have 
been sent to the local authorities of France 
by the Economic Council: 

(a) More continuity 
programmes; 

(b) more standardisation of plans; 

(c) more co-operation between architects, 
contractors and workmen; 

(d) more freedom in the issue of licences 
for building; 

(e) the recruitment of at least 30,000 
specialist workmen a month in addition to 
the ordinary intake of apprentices; 

(f) the allocation of at least 60 milliard 
francs from 1953 to 1957 taken from the 
pockets of the taxpayers. 
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There is another factor in French housing 
which must mot be overlooked if a fair 
picture is to be given of the situation. 
Although rents are being raised under an 


instalment plan, they still fall far short of 
the amounts required to encourage private 
investors to lend money for new house- 





puilding, or even to enable the owners to 
carry out proper repairs. 


Houses Tumbling Down 


Almost every local paper which I read 
while in France last year in Normandy, in 
Touraine, in Paris and in south-west France. 
carried a paragraph describing the collapse 
of some Old property and the injuries in- 
ficed upon the tenants. Literally many 
French houses and flats are dropping 
“dead” from old age. 

M. Auriol, in his farewell speech on 
January 18, indeed touched on one of the 
most vital problems awaiting solution in 
France. This was well exemplified in a 
paragraph which appeared in The Times 
on January 9 last. This described how M. 
Lemaire, the Minister of Reconstruction and 
Housing, attended a funeral on January 7 
of a three-month-old child who had died of 
cold in a home made out of a disused rail- 
way carriage in an eastern part of France. 
Afterwards the Minister said that proposals 
for allocating far more money for emer- 
gency building schemes for the relief of those 
in greatest need would be included in the 
housing estimates of the Council of the Re- 
public for 1954. He then expressed the hope 
that there would be a surplus of flats and 
houses to be let in the Paris area by 1957. 

The urgent need is realised, but it rests 
with the French people as a whole to make 
the necessary sacrifices to provide the money, 
the men and the materials required to accom- 
plish M. Auriol’s ideal of a roof over the 
head of every family. 


IAAS ANNUAL DINNER 
Rebuilding the City 


THE hope that when the huge task of re- 

building the City of London gets 
properly under way an effective team will 
be devised to build as beautifully as in 
Wren’s day, was expressed by Mr. J. R. W. 
ALEXANDER, CBE, president of the Institute 
of Arbitrators, at the annual dinner and 
ball of the London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors which was held 
atthe Park Lane Hotel, London, on January 
29, 

Mr. Alexander, who was proposing the 
toast of the IAAS, said that the main object 
of the Association was to uphold the 
highest standards in architecture and survey- 
ig and to maintain its independence in 
thought and action. 

In his reply, Lt.-Cot. A. E. HENSON, 
FRIBA, president, paid tribute to the work 
of Alderman F. W. Dean, CBE, JP, 
immediate past-president of the Association, 
and went on to outline the chief aim of the 
IAAS, which was, he said, to gain the fullest 
feognition by Government Departments, 
the RIBA and the RICS. The Association 
tad been in existence some 30 years now 
and he likened its present position to that of 
aman who, having served with a firm for a 
long period, considered it was time he was 
ken into the partnership. 

The toast of “ The Guests ” was proposed 
ty Mr. F. J. MEEKINS, chairman of the 
Home Counties Branch of the IAAS, and 
Was responded to by SiR ALFRED Bossom, 
MP, FRIBA. 
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NUFFIELD FOUNDATION 


Division for Architectural Studies 


N 1948 the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals 
Trust established a research team to 
investigate the functions and design of hos- 
pitals. The original programme of studies 
was completed during 1953, interim reports 
on various aspects of the work have already 
appeared in the medical and architectural 
press, and the investigating team’s final 
report will be published during 1954. 
Experimental hospital buildings, designed to 
test and demonstrate the team’s conclusions, 
are in construction and plans and descrip- - 
tions of them have also been published. 


The Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust 
has been urged to make arrangements for 
continuing research into hospitals on a more 
permanent basis. At the same time the 
Nuffield Foundation has been approached : 
by other bodies who wish to see the methods 
of the hospital investigation applied to other 
types of building. In particular, the Agri- 
cultural Research Council suggested to the 
Foundation that it would be useful if such 
studies could be applied to the problems of 
laboratory design and farm buildings. The 
trustees of the Nuffield Foundation, after 
consultation with the trustees of the Nuffield 
Provincial Hospitals Trust, have therefore 
decided to establish, as part of the Founda- 
tion’s headquarters’ organisation, in the first 
place for a period of 10 years, a Division 
for Architectural Studies. The Division came 
into being on January 1 last, and will be 
occupied in the first instance with continuing 
investigations into hospitals and with a study 
of research laboratories. The Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects has been informed 
of the proposal. It has welcomed the 
Foundation’s initiative and expressed its 
readiness to collaborate. 


A controlling committee has been set up 
to guide the work of the Division. The 
membership of the committee is as follows: 
Mr. L. Farrer-Brown, Director of the 
Nuffield Foundation (chairman); Sir William 
Holford, FRIBA; Dr. F. M. Lea, Director 
of the Building Research Station; Mr. E. W. 
Playfair, CB; Sir Ernest Rock Carling, 
FRCS, FRCP; and Sir William Slater, Secre- 
tary of the Agricultural Research Council. 


The director of the new Division will be 
Mr. Richard Llewelyn Davies, MA, ARIBA 
(present director of the investigation into the 
Functions and Design of Hospitals). 


The Division’s method of work will be 
similar to that established by the team which 
has been studying hospitals. This team 
included architects, a doctor, a nurse, an 
historian and a statistician as well as other 
workers. Thus each project undertaken by 
the Division will be studied by a group of 
workers with appropriate qualifications and 
experience. The Division will continue the 
arrangement for joint work established 
between the Investigation and the Building 
Research Station. Thus _ building-science 
studies arising from the Division’s work will 
be carried on jointly with the Building 
Research Station. Members of the Division’s 
staff will be seconded to the Station for this 
purpose. 


In the hospital field the Division plans, on 
behalf of the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals 
Trust, to make the problem of the care of 
children in hospital the first centre of its 
studies. In the study of laboratories atten- 
tion will be focused, in the first instance, on 
research laboratories rather than on those 
designed primarily for teaching. The work 
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of the Division will be published. 


Following is a list of published studies 
into the functions and design of hospitals:— 


** Research by the Nuffield Investigation into the 
Functions and Design of Hospitals,’’ by R. Llewelyn 
Davies (Building: Research Congress, London, Sep- 
tember, 1951). ‘* Nuffield Provincial Hospital Trust: 
Report ”’ (1948- 51, p.17). ‘ Hospital Ward Block, 
Greenock ”’ (Architect and | Building News, 
1951, vol. 200, p.680). * Hospital Ward Bleck ”° 
(Architects Journal, 1951, vol. 114, p.584). ‘* Hospi- 
tal Ward Block, Greenock ” ’ (The Builder, 1951, vol. 
181, p.747). * Early Ambulation: A psuvey of 
Hospital Practice ’’ (1951), by J. W. D. Goodall 
(Lancet, vol. i, p.43). . 

** Single Rooms in Hospital: Estimate of the 
Medical Need ”’ (951) by J. PW. D. Goodall (Lancet 
vol. i, p.1,063). ‘* Cross-Infection in Hospital Wards °” 
(1952), by J. W. D. Goodall (Lancet, vol. i, p.807). 

* Appointment Systems in Hospital Outpatient 
Departments ”’ (1952), by J. D. Welch and N. T. J. 
Bailey (Lancet, vol. i, p.1,105). ‘Some Research 
into the Organisation ,and Design of Hospital Out- 
patient Departments ’”” (1952), by) J. Welch 
(Journal of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 72, 
p.298). ‘On Assessing the Efficiency of Single- 
a Provision in Hospital Wards’ (1951), by 

T._J. Bailey (Journal of Hygiene, vol. 49, p.452). 

4 Study of Queues and Appointment Systems in 
Hospital Outpatient Departments, wi sca 
Reference to Waiting-Times *? (1952), by N. Pi 
Bailey (Journal of ihe Royal Statistical Society (B), 
vol. 14, p.185). 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


London Building Act: Appeal Against 
Tall Buildings on Albert Embankment 
Dismissed 


London, 


vol. 


HE appeal by Messrs. Pinches, Ltd., 

under Section 51 of the London Build- 
ing Act, 1930, against the height of two build- 
ings proposed to be erected on the Albert 
Embankment, on either side of their pre- 
mises, by the National Dock Labour Board 
and a construction company, has been dis- 
missed with costs by the Tribunal of Appeal. 
A report of the hearing at County Hall, 
Westminster, SE1, on January 7, in the 
course of which it was stated that the build- 
ings were proposed to be erected to a height 
of 111 ft. and 106 ft. respectively, appeared 
in our issue of January 15. 


Hadley Wood Building Scheme: Minister 
Supports Council’s Ban 


A DECISION of the Enfield UDC, acting 
on behalf of the Middlesex:County Council, 
not to allow the erection of 54 good-class 
houses on some 17 acres of land forming 
part of the Beech Hill Park estate, Hadley 
Wood, has been upheld by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

Permission was withheld by the Council 
because (1) the scheme conflicted with the 
proposals contained in the County Develop- 
ment Plan that the land should be used for 
open space purposes, and (2) that the 
development of the land for housing pur- 
poses would substantially decrease the depth 
of the existing open space link across Hert- 
fordshire and Middlesex at that point. 

On behalf of the appellants, J. L. G. 
Investments, Limited, it was pointed out 
that the appeal site was separated only by 
a hedge and a stream from another part of 
the estate which was not yet fully developed. 
Although the appeal land was at present 
used as a hayfield the appellants contended 
that it was not part of an agricultural unit 
and should be considered as a continuation 
of the existing development. 

The Minister has dismissed the appeal on 
the grounds that it would be undesirable to 
allow housing develepment on the site, 
which would have the effect of narrowing 
still further the gap between the Hadley 
Wood community and East Barnet. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Repairs and Rents Bill 


ON January 26, Standing Committee C 

of the House of Commons gave further 
consideration to the Housing. Repairs and 
Rents Bill. 

On Clause 1 (Proposals for exercise of 
functions of local authorities as to clearance 
areas, etc.), Mr. MACMILLAN, the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, moved 
an amendment to include in the local 
authorities’ returns of clearance proposals 
houses which would normally be included 
in a clearance area even though they were 
not unfit, but were regarded as unsuitable 
because of their arrangement or the arrange- 
ment of the streets. 

The amendment was agreed to, after a 
brief debate. 

During discussions of further amendments 
designed to safeguard local authorities 
against having proposals forced upon them, 
Mr. Macmillan promised to consult his legal 
advisers. If some further proviso was neces- 
sary, he undertook to bring it forward on 
the report stage. He did not think it would 
be necessary, but if there was stiJl some 
danger he could move that some form of 
words be inserted in the Bill to remove it. 

On the question that the clause stand part 
of the Bill, Mr. DALTON said that he was 
convinced the Minister did not need this 
clause. The Bill was much too long and 
complicated, and the Minister could help 
to streamline it by dropping this unnecessary 
clause. The essential point was that what- 
ever information the Minister needed he 
could get by circular. That was a much 
better method, particularly in relationships 
with local authorities, than using the sledge- 
hammer of a statutory obligation, as the 
Minister now proposed to do. Could not 
the Minister try his hand at not just a cold 
circular, but a warmly worded, eloquent, 
persuasive and seemingly co-operative circu- 
lar? It was quite in line with many of 
his public utterances. Why not have a try? 
That was much better than the rather brutal 
method proposed in this statutory provision. 
He urged the Minister to withdraw the clause 
and to proceed instead by way of circular, 
diplomacy and friendly discussion with the 
authorities. 

Mr. LINDGREN also urged the withdrawal 
of the clause. The vast majority of the local 
authorities had a wide knowledge of the 
problem within their areas, and most of 
the information was available within the 
local authority organisations from the sur- 
veys that had taken place from time to time. 
While most local authorities did not like the 
possibility of becoming slum landlords, they 
all recognised that unless action was taken 
in some way to enable local authorities to 
deal with the problem it never would be 
tackled. Therefore the possibility of local 
authorities refusing to co-operate was almost 
nil. 

Mr. GIBSON said that the whole clause 
was quite unnecessary, and that was quite 
clear from what the Minister told a meeting 
of representatives of local authority organisa- 
tions. They were all very anxious that the 
slums should be cleared away, and they did 
not want any time wasted in doing it. His 
fear was that the local authorities might 
spend anything up to two years making lists 
of houses unfit for human habitation instead 
of making schemes under the principal Act. 
In other words, they would lose time rather 
than gain time, and the Minister would get 
a set of figures which did not matter very 
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much because they were only a rough indica- 
tion of the kind of work that had to be done. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the clause was 
partly practical and partly psychological. It 
was partly to collect for the Ministry all 
the figures for the unfit houses all over the 
country to give some information which they 
had not got now, and which they must have 
to begin a new operation. The advantage 
of collecting all this information in broad 
terms locally was that it might have a pro- 
found value to the local authority itself. 
They would then proceed with the making 
of the schemes. But the joint making of 
these preparatory schemes, publishing them 
locally, and creating a new sense of urgency, 
would have a double benefit—the practical 
one of getting the schemes moving and an 
attempt to move in sequence from one point 
to another and so achieving the maximum 
results, and the moral one of calling the 
attention of the nation and the local 
authorities to this urgent problem, building 
up behind them a sense of urgency and a 
need to achieve some new result. 

Opposition members could say: “ What is 
the good of a target or rough figure? ” Well, 
their target was 200,000 and the Govern- 
ment’s 300,000. That target had not served 
him badly. The moral effect had increased 
production of materials and had secured a 
great move forward in the housing field. “I 
want to see that locally and nationally we 
set about this task with the same deter- 
mination,’ Mr. Macmillan concluded. 
“Only once, in the first year, has there been 
any debate on the floor of the House on 
my conduct of housing affairs. Never again! 
I hope that when the time comes for 
judgment of what we have done we shall 
have had the time to show that we can make 
a real impact on the slums, and that the job 
will be proceeded with with at least the 
same energy and results as we have shown 
in the general housing field.” 


Mr. BEvVAN said that the absence of pre- 
cision in the mind of the Minister when deal- 
ing with this Bill was rather frightening. 
The Bill was not intended to abolish the 
slums: it was intended to perpetuate the 
slums. There was not a word in the Bill 
about abolishing slums. What they heard 
was an offer to local authorities of new 
powers to enable them to keep in existence 
patched-up houses which they had authority 
to pull down. The Minister was asking 
Parliament for power to enable local 
authorities to be slum landlords for a little 
longer that they might otherwise be. 

The closure was carréed by 23 votes to 19 
—Government majority, four, and the Clause 
was ordered to stand part of the Bill by 
the same majority. 


Postponement of Demolition 


On January 28 Clause 2 (power of local 
authorities to retain for temporary accom- 
modation certain houses in clearance areas) 
was considered. : 


Mr. ARTHUR LEWIS moved an amend- 
ment-to limit for two years the period for 
which the Minister could grant a postpone- 
ment of demolition. He said the amend- 
ment was meant to ensure that the Govern- 
ment and the local authorities realised that 
Parliament had no intention because of the 
very low and mean subsidy that the Minister 
had allowed to the various authorities of 
perpetuating slums rather than abolish them. 
There would be some local authorities, of 
course, many of them Tory-controlled— 
they were the most reactionary—who would 
try to patch up these condemned houses 
as quickly as possible and then try to main- 
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tain them on some excuse and thus obviate 
the alleged plan of the Minister to try tg 
abolish slums. What had been done 
Birmingham—where there was a very pro. 
gressive Labour-controlled counci!—was 3 
step in the right direction. Bu! if the 
Minister and the Government were sincere 
about abolishing the slums there should be 
a time limit on the number of years in which 
the repaired or patched houses siiould be 
allowed to remain. 

Mr. CHETWYND said that he wanted to 
make it clear that the Opposition did not 
regard “patching-up” as an alternative to 
slum clearance. Patching-up was only 4 
second-best, and in the long run would prove 
to be an obstacle to slum clearance, because 
the time, money, materials and labour 
that were spent on patching-up meant les 
devoted to slum clearance. The Opposition 
view with grave concern the possibility that 
these patching-up proposals might be looked 
upon as a substitute for getting on with the 


real job of clearing the slums. These 
patching-up proposals should not tbe 
tolerated for one day longer than was 


necessary. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he had every sym- 
pathy with the amendment. The object of 
this operation was that it should be carried 
out with the greatest rapidity. ‘I will give 
here and now,” he declared, “the assurance 
that it is not the intention to allow any but 
physical difficulties to stop us dealing with 
the slum clearance programme in any city 
or borough.” The purpose of deferred 
demolition was to recognise a fact, which all 
the rhetoric in the world could not disguise, 
that there were some cities where the prob- 
lem was so large that it was simply a ques- 
tion that people must be allowed to live in 
these houses because they could not be 
pulled down for 10 or 15 years. These 
houses could not be dealt with in that way 
rapidly, and something else must be done 
about them. The intention when the schemes 
were brought out and examined by the 
Minister—and that was his object in keep- 
ing some degree of control under Clause | 
—was to make sure that schemes were not 
put forward that involved patching, unless 
patching was the only way to deal with the 
problem. The object was to get on with 
what could be done as rapidly as possible. 
There were many boroughs to which they 
would say “ No” if they were to put for- 
ward a patching plan. Patching was only to 
be accepted where absolutely necessary. Mr. 
Lewis's amendment would be unduly 
restrictive in operation, and would restrict 
the life of a bad house to two years from 
the commencement of the Act. That would 
be,the end of it. He did not think that any 
local authorities would undertake patching 
which could not by any means last longer 
than two years, even in those cities where it 
was admitted that the major job could not 
be done under 15 years. 

Giving a picture of what it was intended 
should happen, Mr. Macmillan said that the 
purpose of the clause was to provide for the 
temporary repair and retention of con- 
demned houses purchased by local authori- 
ties in clearance areas—but where, as they 
all knew, people must remain in the houses. 
It was not a question of the houses being 
pulled down all at once; people would have 
to remain in a lot of these houses. There 
were no other houses for them, and it was n0 
good being hypocritical. ‘The people were 
in the houses, and it was no good saying that 
the only way to deal with the houses was t0 
pull them down and rehouse the inhabitants 
immediately. The amendment would meat 
that these areas would-have to be cleared 
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within two years after the passing of the Act, 
unless application was made to the Minister 
for an extension and it was granted. 


What he proposed to suggest under 
Clause I, in his discussion with local authori- 
ties, was that slums which could not be 
cleared within the first five years might be 
acquired and considered as candidates for 
patching. He had not put that into the Bill, 
but that was what he suggested. The inten- 
tion was to ask local authorities to consider 
all houses that must remain inhabited for 
more than five or six years as candidates 
for patching. Conversely, it would be wise 
to leave in their present condition the slum 
houses that were to be demolished with- 
in five years. They were not worth the 
expenditure of money. If the amendment 
were accepted, he thought there would be 
no patching done unless the Minister pledged 
himself in advance to extend the two-year 
period for every local authority that made 
application for patching. 

Mr. MITCHISON thought there should be 
some time limit, and he favoured two or 
three years. If it was necessary for local 
authorities to become slum landlords, then 
the period during which they carried that 
burden should be as short as possible. 

Mr. IAN Horosin pointed out that if they 
put a figure in the Bill there was the risk 
that an authority which might have done the 
work in a shorter time would take the longer 
period, and that would have the opposite 
effect to what the Committee wished. 

Mr. BEVAN argued that if there were no 
time limit, there was no way by which a 
local authority could be broughtsto the bar 
of public opinion. The Opposition were not 
convinced that powers of postponement 
were necessary at all. He hoped that before 
the report stage they would be able to find 
some way of applying an automatic check 
on the local authority, because review by 
the Minister was not in itself sufficient. The 
Opposition did not consider the Bill an 
imaginative approach to the housing prob- 
lem. In some ways that problem had under- 
gone a curious change. It would be true 
to say that in terms of accommodation in 
the country as a whole there were practically 
enough houses. Their main difficulty was 
in the distribution of those houses. In many 
instances large numbers of building workers 
could go straight on to slum clearance if the 
problem of accommodation were more in- 
telligently dealt with. 

Mr. MACMILLAN promised that before the 
report stage he would see if there was some 
way of meeting the arguments of the Oppo- 
sition, and the amendment was, by leave, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Gisson moved the following amend- 
ment: 

‘In determining for any of the purposes of this 
part of this Act whether a house is or can be ren- 
dered capable of providing accommodation of a 
standard which is adequate for the time being, 
regard shall be had to its actual or prospective 


condition, as the case may be, in respect of the 
following matters, that is to say— 
(a) repair; 
(b) stability; 
(c) freedom from damp; 
(d) natural lighting; 
(e) ventilation; 
(/) water supply: 
(zg) drainage and sanitary conveniences; 
and 
(h) facilities for storage, preparation and cook- 
ing of food and for the disposal of waste water; 
and the house shall be deemed not capable of pro- 
viding such accommodation as aforesaid if and only 
if it is or will be so far defective in one or more 
of the said matters as not to be reasonably suitable 
for occupation.”’ 


He explained that they wanted to put in 
the Bill some definition of the houses to be 
patched up and“ made adequate for the 
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time being.” He feared that one effect of 
the Bill would be to lower housing standards 
and to lower the standard of fitness which 
one expected. He could take the Minister 
to houses in London which looked fairly 
solid but which, unfortunately, were damp 
from top to bottom because they were built 
at a time when damp courses were not put 
into houses in this country. That kind of 
house could not be made fit because the 
cost would be prohibitive. 

Mr. MACMILLAN sympathised with the 
purpose of the amendment, but thought it 
had been moved under a misapprehension. 
When they made permanent standards they 
had to try and make what advance they 
could—that the houses were fit for human 
habitation, in good general repair and so 
on. That they would come to when they 
discussed the provisions of the Bill dealing 
with what was more or less meant to be a 
long-term and national standard. The ‘point 
of this deferred demolition was that there 
could be no national standard because when 
the only choice was not whether the people 
went out of the house but whether they 
stayed in it, with the house unrepaired or 
untouched for another five or ten years, or 
whether something was done, a proper stan- 
dard in one place might be quite wrong in 
another. 

Mr. BEVAN supported the amendment, 
which was still under discussion when the 
Committee adjourned. 


Housing Management Rules 


MYHEN Parliament reassembled on 
January 19, MR. PARKIN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would draw up a code of model rules, 
to be added to as experience accumulates, 
for the assistance of local authorities in 
managing their housing departments; and 
whether he would circularise local authori- 
ties giving guidance on the principles and 
procedure which should be observed in con- 
sidering evictions from  council-controlled 
dwellings. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the management 
of houses and flats under the control of 
local authorities was by statute a matter 
entirely for the authorities themselves. His 
predecessors and he had, after seeking the 
advice of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, from time to time circulated 
some general guidance as to the principles 
of allocation, transfers, exchanges, rent and 
general management problems. He would 
certainly be ready again to consult the com- 
mittee, which was a statutory and repre- 
sentative body, on whether the proposal 
contained in the question could usefully be 
followed. 


Slum Property 


On January 19, Lt.-CoL. Lipton asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he had considered the proposal to 
strengthen the powers of local authorities in 
dealing with slum properties, the actual 
ownership of which was difficult to establish. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had, but he was 
not at present inclined to impose a new 
obligation upon all owners of property in 
the area of a local authority in the hope— 
which might well prove illusory—of estab- 
lishing the identity of a limited number of 
them. 


Repairs to Requisitioned Properties 
On January 19, Lt.-CoL. Lipton asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 


whether he would revise the cuts he had 
imposed on the repair programmes of requi- 
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sitioned properties, as a result of which 
Lambeth Borough Council and other metro- 
politan boroughs had been compelled to dis- 
miss building workers. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would not, on 
present information. The limitation was 
imposed on the recommendation of a work- 
ing party which included representatives of 
all the local authority associations. They 
expressed the belief that more was being 
spent on these programmes than could be 
justified in present circumstances. 


Planning Appeals 

On January 19, Mr. IRVINE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the total number of planning 
appeals lodged with his department against 
refusal of planning permission by local 
planning authorities during the year 1953; 
and the numbers of such appeals allowed, 
dismissed and withdrawn, respectively. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that 4,456 appeals 
were lodged with his Department during 
1953. During the same period 1,013 were 
allowed, 1,206 dismissed, and 1,341 with- 
drawn or otherwise settled. 


Annual Report on Planning 


On January 19, Mr. IRVINE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether his department would resume the 
pre-war practice of the Ministry of Health 


. of publishing an annual report on housing 


and town and country planning, and of the 
extracts from such report, in the convenient 
form formerly adopted. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had decided to 
resume the practice of publishing annual 
reports. 


Cement Dust Nuisance 


On January 19, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what reports he had received from his 
inspectors about the conditions experienced 
in December over a wide area of North- 
West Kent, as the result of heavy deposits 
of dust from cement works; and, in view of 
previous representations made, and under- 
takings given, what action he now proposed 
to take to ensure that the local residents 
were made reasonably free of this nuisance. 

Mr. MACMILLAN Said he was advised that 
there was at present no known method of 
completely eliminating dust from cement 
works. The dust-arresting plant in use at 
the Thamaes-side works, when in full opera- 
tion, attained a high degree of efficiency, but 
a small proportion of the dust escaped, and 
the total escaping from a large number of 
kilns was enough to give rise to complaints 
in dry weather. These problems still 
awaited solution, but they were receiving 
constant attention by his, inspectors and the 
cement manufacturers. 


Mr. Dopns asked if Mr. Macmillan 
recalled that early in 1953 it was suggested 
that if the machinery was in order the matter 
would be satisfactorily settled. As there 
was doubt about dust coming from many 
other factories, would he not hold a public 
inquiry which many people were requesting. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that if the machinery 
was working satisfactorily, 95 per cent. of 
the dust was dealt with, but there was trouble 
when the machinery was out of action for 
repairs. The best thing was to press on 
with the best technicians and experts, to see 
whether a full solution could not be reached. 
He did not think that a public inquiry would 
do the work that could only be done by 
expert technicians. 
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Siting of Telephone Exchange 


On January 19, Mr. Stokes asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
on what date he granted permission for the 
building of a telephone exchange on Christ- 
church Green, Victoria-street; and what 
were his reasons for so doing rather than 
directing it should be built on a less delect- 
able site. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he had not granted 
any permission for the building of a tele- 
phone exchange on Christchurch Green, 
Victoria-street, which was allocated in the 
County of London Development Plan for 
public open space. The Postmaster-General 
had a proposal to erect a telephone exchange 
on the site of the ruined church and the 
adjoining vicarage standing behind the 
Green and fronting Caxton-street. This 
land was not included in the proposed 
public open space and was allocated for 
office use in the plan. 


Mr. Srokes asked if the Minister was 
aware that the site must be worth £200,000 
an acre, and that when he was in office he 
stopped this kind of depredation. Did the 
Minister think it was desirable that an auto- 
matic exchange should be on a “live” site 
instead of a “dead” site on the other side 
of the road. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that he did not hold 
the same office as Mr. Stokes had held. He 
thought Mr. Stokes was objecting to the use 
of what was an open space, but he was now 
saying that something other than a tele- 
phone exchange ought to be built there. 
That suggestion would be passed to the 
appropriate Minister responsible. 

Drains and Sewers 

On January 21 BRIGADIER MEDLICOTT 
asked the Minister of Labour if his atten- 
tion had been drawn to the cases where 
workmen engaged in digging trenches for 
drains and sewers had been killed by the 
collapse of the sides of the trenches; and if 
he would examine the safety regulations on 
this subject with a view to their being 
strengthened if necessary, especially in 
respect of excavation work carried on during 
wet weather. 


Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON said that such 
fatalities were required to be reported to the 
factory inspector who investigated the 
circumstances. Investigation had not shown 
need for amendment of the current regula- 
tions which related to excavations in con- 
nection with building operations, but he was 
considering extending them to cover other 
kinds of work. 


House Sizes in 1953 


On January 26, Mr. Doopps asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many four- and five-bedroomed houses 
were built in 1953; and how this compared 
with 1951. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that the figures for 
the whole of 1953 were not yet available, 
but in the first nine months 3,197 dwellings 
with four bedrooms were completed and 
34 with five or more bedrooms. The corre- 
sponding figures for the twelve months of 
1951 were 4.295 and 69. These figures 
applied only to houses built by local 
authorities and New Town Corporations. 


Carlton House Terrace 


On January 26, Mr. STroxes asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would re- 
consider the decision to acquire the whole 
of Carlton House Terrace for rebuilding as 
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a new Foreign Office; and whether, in view 
of the fact that it had now been found prac- 
ticable to rebuild as flats and other premises 
without altering the Nash front, he would 
develop it himself or dispose of the site to 
a commercial enterprise who would. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said he would not. The 
Foreign Office needed a new building near 
Whitehall. As regards the suggestion about 
flats, the Commissioners of Crown Lands, 
who owned the site, considered, and he 
agreed, that the best use for the site would be 
as Offices. 

Mr. STOKEs asked if it was not a fact that 
this decision was entered into at a time when 
it was thought impracticable to do anything 
commercially with this building without pull- 
ing down the front. Surely now it had been 
found practicable to alter the building and 
make proper commercial use of it, was it not 
absurd to have one of the most valuable 
sites in the world occupied by rows and rows 
of clerks opening unceasing telegrams? 

Sir Davip Ecc es said he did not agree 
that it was now accepted that this building 
could be used commercially. He did not 
think it could. In any case, the Foreign 
Office was scattered about London now and 
it would be greatly to the advantage of their 
work if they could be concentrated in one 
place. 

Mr. ASSHETON asked if it was intended 
to pull down Carlton House Terrace. 

Str Davip Ecctes said that the facade 
would be preserved. 


Requisitioning in Scotland 

On January 26, in reply to Major Ans- 
truther-Gray, SiR Davip EccLes said that 
during the last 12 months the total area of 
buildings and land derequisitioned by his 
department in Scotland, was 186,128 sq. ft. 
and 243 acres, respectively. He was anxious 
to release all requisitioned property held by 
his department. but he could not yet say by 
what date the process would be completed. 


Factory Building 


On January 26, in reply to SIR JAN FRASER, 
Sir Davip Ecc tes said that the value of fac- 
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tory building licensed in 1953 was 
£170,072,000. He was unable to give the 
contract value of factory buildings com- 
pleted during the year. The amount of work 
done during the year was estimated on the 
basis of the figures for the first eleven months 
at £111 million. 


Sir IAN FRASER asked if the value of the 
work accomplished compared favourably 
with the amount held up or refused per- 
mission, or could it be said that industry 
generally had got more or less what it 
wanted? 


Sirk Davin Ecctes said that licences for 
facteries were not now being held up, but, of 
course, a manufacturer had to go to the 
Board of Trade to clear the Distribution 
of Industry procedure. 


Rents in Scotland 


On January 26, MR. MANUEL asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland how many 
protests he had received from local authorities 
against the Housing (Repairs and Rents) 
(Scotland) Bill. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, who replied, said 
that up to and including Monday, January 25, 
the Secretary of State had received protests 
of a general nature against the Bill from 
15 local authorities (including three District 
Councils). Representations had also been 
made to him on specific points in the Bill by 
six other local authorities. 


Houses and Flats 


On January 26 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister of»Housing and Local Government 
what were the number and proportions of 
permanent houses and flats with 1, 2, 3 and 
4 or more bedrooms completed by local 
housing authorities, private owners, and 
others, respectively, for each of the years 
1946 to 1952 and the first six months of 
1953. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that information 
about the number of bedrooms in houses was 
only available for those built by Local 
Authorities and New Town Development 
Corporations. The figures were:— 





NEW PERMANENT DWELLINGS COMPLETED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND NEW TOWN DEVELOP. 
MENT CORPORATIONS IN ENGLAND AND tees eeeeeen THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 1945 TO JUNE 30, 
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1 bedroom 2 bedrooms 3 bedrooms .4 or more bed- |‘ 
rooms 
TOTAL 
Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
No. re) No. fo) No. of No. of 
. Total Total Total Total 

April 1, 1945- |Houses 1,723 1.8 5,542 CH A 87,239 89.5 2,904 3.0 97,408 
Dec. 31, 1947 |Flats 1,663 32.0 2,198 42.2 1,141 21.9 204 3.9 5,206 
All dwellings | 3,386 33 7,740 7.6 88,380 86.1 3,108 3.0 102,614 

During 1948 |Houses 2,272 1.5 17,337 11.0 | 132.994 84.6 4,528 2.9 157,131 
lats 3,496 29.5 4,908 41.5 2,938 24.8 498 4.2 11,840 

All dwellings | 5,768 3.4 22.245 13.2 | 135,932 80.4 5,026 3.0 168,971 

During 1949 {Houses 2,462 2.0 15,799 12.8 | 101,063 82.1 3,832 a8 123,156 
ats 5,646 31.5 6 625 37.0 4,830 26.9 82. 4.6 17,923 

All dwellings | 8,108 5.7 22,424 15.9 | 105,893 A 4,654 x5 141,075 

During 1950 |Houses 3,634 a4 20 847 18.0 87,297 75.2 4,329 3.7 116,107 
Flats 6,635 28.8 10,999 47.7 4,792 20.8 625 pie 3 23,051 

All dwellings | 10,269 7.4 31,846 22:9 92,089 66.2 4,954 3.5 139,158 

During 1951 |Houses 1,950 iT 26.445 23.4 80,873 75 3,801 3.4 113,069 
ats 9,023 31.7 14,589 4 4,31 15.1 563 2.0 28,485 

All dwellings | 10,973 TA 41,034 29.0 85,183 60.2 4,364 EB | 141,554 

During 1952 |Houses 4,426 3.3 37,973 28.7 86,179 65.0 3,987 3.0 132,565 
Flats 7,971 24.2 20,168 61.2 4,247 12.9 555 17 32,941 

All dwellings | 12,397 1.5 58,141 35.1 90,426 54.6 4,542 2.8 165,506 

Jan. 1, 1953- |Houses 2,436 aS 22,882 30.8 46,970 63.1 2,069 2.8 74,357 
June 30, 1953 |Flats 5,262 24.9 12,693 60.2 2,816 13.4 316 1.5 21,087 
All dwellings | 7,698 8.1 35,575 37.3 49,786 52.1 2,385 25 95,444 

April 1, 1945-|Houses 18,903 2.3 | 146,825 18.1 | 622,615 76.5 25,450 3.1 813,793 
June 30, 1953 |Flats 39,696 28.2 72,180 51.4 25,074 17.8 3,583 2.6 140,533 
All dwellings | 58,599 6.1 | 219,005 23.0 | 647,689 67.9 29,0 3.0 954,326 
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Clearance of Timber 


On January 26, Mr. WoopsurN asked the 
secretary Of State for Scotland whether he 
had any further report to give of the pro- 
gress in regard to the clearance of windblown 
jimber as a result of last year’s storms. 

Mr. McNair SNADDEN, who replied, said 
that the need for the speedy clearance of the 
windblown timber was fully realised and 
everything possible was being done to this 
end. About two million cubic feet of timber 
yas being cleared each month and if this rate 
could be maintained the bulk of the timber 
would be cleared within the estimated period 
of two years. He added that the most up- 
to-date estinfate of the volume blown was 
473 m. cubic feet. Arrangements for work- 
ing all except 14 m. cubic feet had been made. 





Clyde Valley New Town 


On January 26, Mr. ForMAN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he was now 
in a position to give his decision on the re- 
quest made to him by the Clyde Valley Plan- 
ning and Redevelopment Committee that a 
new town be built at Cumbernauld, Stirling- 
shire, to deal with Glasgow’s housing prob- 
lem. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, who replied, said 
he was not. The Clyde Valley Planning 
Advisory Committee were still considering 
the machinery they would wish to recom- 
mend for carrying out this and other develop- 
ments which they might propose for dealing 
with Glasgow’s overspill. Pending receipt 
of these recommendations, which they hoped 
to have soon, the Secretary of State had 
arranged for a technical examination of the 
Cumbernauld area to assess its suitability for 
the proposed development. 


Leasehold Reform 


On January 27 Sir Davip MAXWELL FYFE, 
the Home Secretary, moved the second read- 
ing of the Landlord and Tenant Bill, which, 
he said, followed pretty closely the White 
Paper on Leasehold Property, which was 
published a year ago and debated last April. 
It contained the Government proposals for 
permanent legislation to replace temporary 
Acts. 

Sin FRANK SosKice, for the opposition, 
moved the rejection of the Bill on the 
ground that it made no provision for lease- 
hold enfranchisement. 

Eventually, the amendment was negatived 
by 288 votes to 264—Government majority 
24, and the Bill was read a second time. 


Building By-Laws in Scotland 


On January 27 Lieut. Cmpr. CLARK 
HutcHison asked the Secretary of State for 
Scotland whether, in view of the legal diffi- 
culties that made a comprehensive code of 
building by-laws impossible at present, he 
would institute an inquiry into the law relat- 
ing to the regulation of building in Scotland. 


Mr. James StuarT said he had decided 
that the whole system of building control in 
Scotland needed examination, and he had, 
therefore, appointed a Committee with the 
following terms of reference:— 


“To examine the existing law for the general 
tegulation of building in Scotland so far as it re- 
lates to the control of building standards by the 
Secretary of State and by local authorities; to con- 
sider the extent of the jurisdiction exercised by the 
Dean of Guild Courts as regards building standards; 
and to recommend what changes may be necessary 
to secure a control of building standards which 
would operate as uniformly as possible in counties 
and burghs, and be flexible enough to take account 
of the development of new  fechniques and 
materials.’’ 


Mr. C. W. G. Guest, QC, had consented to 
serve as Chairman and the following as 
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members of the committee:—Messrs. C. C. 
Brownlie, G. R. Carle, W. P. Haldane, Dr. 
I. A. G. MacQueen, Professor Robert H. 
Matthew, Messrs. J. M. Mitchell, T. Ruther- 
ford, J. W. Train, and J. M. Vallance. He 
hoped that the Committee would be able to 
commence work shortly. 


School Building 


On January 28 Mr. SWINGLER asked the 
Minister of Education what were the latest 
figures of primary and secondary schools 
under construction. 

Miss HorssruGH said that on October 1 
last there were 602 primary and 367 secondary 
schools under construction. Corresponding 
figures for 1952 were 756 and 309 respec- 
tively, and for 1951, 908 and 283. 


GETTING THE MOST 
OUT OF INDUSTRY 


Mr. Bevins on Need for Boldness 
in Industrial Expansion 


ME. J. R. BEVINS, MP, Parliamentary 
- Secretary to the Ministry of Works, 
speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association, the 
National Electrical Contractors’ Trading 
Association, and the National Federated 
Electrical Association, in London on 
January 27, said he believed it was true to 
say that at the end of the war many people 
in these Islands looked upon extreme 
poverty at home as uncivilised, as outmoded 
and as unnecessary. “I think they were 
right. And, indeed, it is an agreeable thing 
that since 1945 we have enjoyed full employ- 
ment and all that full employment means for 
millions of families. in terms of food and 
warmth and shelter,” he declared. 

“And yet, the more I think of it, the more 
convinced am I that, nowadays, we are apt 
to see full employment as a sort of law of 
nature—conceived by Lord Beveridge during 
the last war and painlessly delivered by 
successive Governments. We have come to 
think of it as if it were natural and inevitable. 

“You and I know it is nothing of the 
sort,” he continued. ‘We cannot take it 
for granted. It has been maintained since 
the end of the war for many reasons: partly 
because of the hunger, not only here but 
throughout the world, for capital and con- 
sumer goods. But not only will the demand 
change: those ready to act as suppliers will 
also change. Already the vanquished nations 
are on the export march. 

“Tf the time comes when we cease to 
earn sufficient work for our workpeople, 
then full employment, with all its benefits, 
may well be blasted away by the cold winds 
of unsentimental competition.” 

During the last two years we had moved 
forward towards a certain economic stability, 
and we had been greatly helped by the 
falling prices of imports. But this stability 
was very delicately poised. Its base was too 
narrow. It could be upset, it could be 
thrown ‘out of balance all too easily. A 
substantial rise in import prices—a trade 
setback across the ocean—a drop in exports 
—could play havoc with our economy and 
lead us to the edge of another depression. 

Some of these circumstances were partly 
beyond our control. But our ability to 
export, to secure a rising share of world 
markets, rested mainly in our own hands. 

There were certain things the Government 
could do and were trying to de. But the 
important things—quality, delivery dates and, 
above all, costs—those depended on industry 
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itself—on management: on work, and on the 
spirit that animated industry. 

“You may wonder why I say this to you 
in the electrical contracting industry,” Mr. 
Bevins went on. “I say it because every 
increase in the cost of production—be it in 
an export trade or a domestic trade—has sure 
and certain repercussions outside that 
industry and debilitates our economic 
health. Our economy is one and indivisible. 

What follows? It follows that all out- 
goings which race ahead of output are 
mischievous. What matters are costs: and 
costs are determined by what we can get out 
of industry. That is the vital thing—what 
can we get out of industry? 


“The answer lies with us. If we are 


Narrow, cautious and small-minded the 
answer is a miserable, hand-to-mouth 
existence. In relation to the world outside 


we should slip back in influence and status. 
We should no longer earn full order books 
and full employment. We should have lost 
our claim to them. 
“The challenge to 
fore is the challenge 
tion, drive: to open 


our generation there- 
to boldness, imagina- 
up expansion on the 
grand scale. These are the qualities of our 
race: qualities that can turn defeat into 
victory and stilt raise this nation to new 
heights.” 


SHORTAGE OF APPRENTICES 
Minister opens Exhibition 


OPENING the “Building To-day” exhibi- 
tion at Willesden Technical College on Mon- 
day (February 1), Sm Davip ECcctes. 
Minister of Works, said that the number 
of apprentices entering the building industry 
was not sufficient to replace the skilled men 
who were dropping out. 

We should not have the craftsmen we 
needed unless boys were prepared to enter 
the industry and parents were willing to put 
their boys into it, he said. They must ask 
parents if they were sure that the demand 
in other industries would be there for years 
to come, as it would be in building. 

The industry’s position to-day was quite 
different from that before the war. We could 
now see a volume of work stretching out in 
front of the industry for as long as anybody 
could reasonably measure. 

The exhibition, which has been organised 
by the Middlesex County Council Education 
Committee and Willesden Technical College, 
in association with national and local build- 
ing organisations and the Ministry of Works, 
will close to-morrow (Saturday) at 5 p.m. 
The Builder has a stand at the exhibition 
at which current copies of The Builder and 
various trade and technical publications are 
on sale. 


BUILDING WAGE CLAIM 
Special Committee Appointed by NJC 


THE National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry met again on Monday for the 
purpose of considering the evidence sub- 
mitted to it on January I4 about numerous 
applications received from the organisations 
of employers and operatives. Among these 
was the claim for a general wage increase 
of 9d. per hour. As it was found, after full 
discussion, that no settlement was forth- 
coming, the Council took the step of appoint- 
ing a special committee which has power to 
consult both sides. This course is required in 
such circumstances by the Council’s consti- 


tution. All the other applications were 
referred to the joint committees of the 
Council. 
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PRODUCTIVITY IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


THE BUILDER 


Review by Treasury 


The following article, which examines the 
factors leading to the recent rise in pro- 
ductivity in the building industry, is reprinted 
from the January issue of “ Bulletin for 
Industry,” issued by the Information Divi- 
sion of the Treasury. 


HE building and contracting industry, 
employing nearly one and a_ half 
million people and representing 14 per cent. 
of all industrial output, has had three main 
tasks since the war: rehousing and other 
social building, the provision of new fac- 
tories and the improvement of existing ores, 
and building work for the basic services— 
power stations, work for the railways and 
water companies, and so on. In discharging 
them it has often been hampered by over- 
loading, shortage of materials, and a limited 
exploitation of new machines and methods. 
In 1951, manufacturing output was nearly 
a fifth higher than in 1948; building output 
was virtually the same. Since then, how- 
ever, the position has improved. In 1952, 
when manufacturing output fell, building 
output rose, and in 1953 nine months’ figures 
suggest that it went up a further 5 per cent. 
—that is, at the same rate as manufacturing 
output. 

This article examines the factors in the 
recent rise: the progress of the housing 
programme and other social building; the 
industrial building programme; and _ the 
industry’s prospects of increasing its future 
output. 


The Recovery in Production 


The number of workers in the building 
and contracting industry has varied little; 
numbers fell 1 per cent. from 1951 to 1952, 
but recovered from 1952 to 1953. So, as 
the industry’s output has risen or fallen, 
productivity has risen or fallen with it. In 
1951 output fell, because building steel was 
short and an excessive amount of new work 
was started. Since the beginning of 1952 
both production and productivity have re- 
covered. There are several reasons for this 
recovery. 

(i) Output of steel, bricks, cement and 
other materials has risen, and softwood has 
been more readily available. 

1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
5 110 105 108 118* 


Steel .. 100 10: 8 
Bricks * .. 100 113 128 132 144 156t 
Cement : 100 109 115 121 131 132t 


*9 months. +12-months estimate. 

As a result there has been a much better 
flow of supplies to the site. There have 
been some local shortages of cement and 
bricks; but substitutes for bricks have also 
been easier to come by, and these local 
shortages have not been serious enough to 
put a brake on expansion. 

(ii) There have also been increased supplies 
of building equipment and machinery, 
enabling the larger firms to increase pro- 
ductivity. But the process of mechanisation 
has not gone as far as it might have done, 
because the expense of costly plant can be 
borne only if it is possible to use the 
machines more or less continuously, and 
many firms, especially the smaller ones, find 
it difficult to provide enough operations to 
justify the initial outlay. 

(iii) Extensive developments in the manu- 
facture of parts away from the site must 
also have played some part. 

(iv) The weather, which has an important 
influence on building output, was much 


more favourable in 1952 and 1953 than in 
1951. 

(v) The building programme has been in 
better balance with available resources as 
a result of the decision at the end of 1951 
that, with some exceptions, no further work 
should be allowed to start for three months. 

(vi) Finally, labour in the last two years 
has been transferred from repairs to new 
building; and output per head is higher for 
men working on new building than for men 
working on repairs. 


Housing and Social Building 

Most of the increased output in 1952 and 
1953 went into housebuilding. The number 
of new permanent houses completed during 
1953 was 310,000 compared with 240,000 in 
1952. Fhis brought the number built since 
the end of the war to about one-and-a-half 
million, In addition, and particularly in the 
early years after the war, many houses which 
had been destroyed were rebuilt, others were 
repaired or converted, and a number of 
temporary houses were erected. In total, 
about two million dwellings have been made 
available since the war. 

There was also a small increase in the 
value of work done on educational building 
in 1953, and the number of school places 
brought into use in the 12 months ending 
on @ctober 1, 1953 was 258,000 compared 
with 188,000 in the previous 12 months. This 
brought the total of new school places pro- 
vided since the war to over a million. In 
1949, about 55 per cent. of total output was 
in the form of repairs. As war damage has 
been made good, this proportion has declined 
steadily, until in 1952 repairs accounted for 
only about 43 per cent. of total output 


Industrial Building 

The value, at current prices, of new build- 
ing and works in industry and trade has risen 
each year since 1948. But, roughly adjusted 


to constant (1948) prices, it appears that 1950 
was the peak year: 


: 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 
New building and works 
at current prices (£ mn.) 214 258 297 218 331 
Price index of ‘‘ New 
building and works 
other than housing’? .. 100 102 106 123 133 
New building and works 
at 1948 prices (£ mn.) 214 253 280 259 249 


Between 1948 and 1951, manufacturing 
industry’s share in the total fell from 41 per 
cent. to 36; within manufacturing, the 
chemicals and the oil refining industry, and 
outside it, water and distribution and other 
services, increased their expenditure on new 
building more than the average. 
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Shortage of steel was one of the factors 
holding back industrial building in 1952; py 
in spite of easier steel supplics it has 
been slow to recover. The figures of com. 
pletions still refiect the fall in the numbe; 
of buildings under construction in 1952; by 
the value of industrial licences given jn the 
first three-quarters of 1953 was SO per cent. 
greater than in 1952; and the number of 
buildings under construction, though stil] 
below the peak in 1951, was rising. 


Productivity in the Building Industry 


It seems unlikely—judging from the 1949. 
52 record — that the number of men 
employed in the building amd contracting 
industry will change much from year to year. 
This being so, output can be expected to 20 
on rising only as long as output-per-map 
rises, too. 

There are hopeful signs. The industry js 
becoming more mechanised. Builders are 
giving more attention to the thorough plap- 
ning of operations before work starts, to 
good site layout and to incentive schemes, 
With better supplies of materials, this pre- 
planning has much more point than it used 
to have. Designers are concerning them- 
selves more with economy in the use of 
materials and with simple methods of con- 
struction which fit in with the use of the new 
machines, Building owners are _ insisting 
more on the fullest possible preparation 
before the work begins so that there js 
virtually no need for modifications once the 
work has been started. 

By these means, and by the prompt appli- 
cation of the results of research and develop- 
ment, the building industry can continue and 
improve upon its present rate of productivity 
increase. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 
End of Controls Forecast 


SPEAKING at the recent annua] meeting of 
the Northern Counties Regional Federation 
of Building Trade Employers at Seaburn, 
Sunderland. Mr. H. W. Wake (secretary) 
expressed the opinion that all controls on 
building may be ended within a year. Mr. 
Wake said that the passing of the Govern: 
ment’s target of 300,000 new houses last year, 
had shown what the industry could do, but 
he contended that a bigger proportion of 
houses should be built for private ownership. 

Referring to the claim for higher wages 
in the building industry, Mr. Wake said it 
was not only difficult to appreciate any 
justification for the wages claim of 9d. an 
hour, but to know in what way customers 
could afford to pay more. 

Mr. G. L. Fordy, of Stockton, was elected 
regional president in succession to Mr. E 
Lawson, of Darlington. 


LCC EVENING COURSES 
Classes in Surveying 
LCC EVENING CouRSES in surveying, valu- 
ation, estate and housing management are 
to be held at the Catford College of Com- 
merce, Plassy-road, Rushey Green, SE6, 
and at the South-East London Technical 


College (Sydenham Annexe), Worsley 
Bridge-road, SE26. Classes commence on 
April 26. 


The courses have been devised to prepare 
students for the examinations Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, Chartered 
Auctioneers and Estate Agents’ Institute, 
Incorporated Society of Auctionzers and 
Landed Property Agents, the Institute of 
Housing, etc. 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDING 
ESTIMATORS 


Debate on Bonus Schemes 


MOTION that “bonus schemes are 

conducive to lower production costs, 
and are to the general good of the Industry.” 
was defeated by 11 votes to nine with three 
abstentions, in a debate organised by the 
London and Home Counties Region of the 
Institute of Building Estimators, on January 
29. It was the region’s first general meeting 
and the motion was proposed by Mr. W. 
Gaylon. AIOB, FIBE, and opposed by Mr. 
G. A. Grant, FIBE. The chair was taken 
by Mr. K. M. L. Hill, FIBE. 

In putting his case, Mr. GAYLON, who is 
the chief estimator of a large London firm 
of building contractors, said that during the 
last six years his firm had successfully carried 
out a large number of building contracts 
covering a considerable range of work, and 
had, in each case, worked a bonus scheme. 
He was Satisfied that in every case the 
quality of workmanship had been of the 
highest possible standard and provided that 
a decent target was set for the men—one 
that they were capable of carrying out—he 
was convinced that the standard of work- 
manship need never suffer through. the 
operation of a bonus scheme. 

He went on to outline the various advan- 
tages to be gained through the operation of 
bonus schemes. Contracts had been speeded 
up, he said, and costs had gone down; 
mechanical plant had been made available 
for other jobs; retention money had been re- 
leased more quickly; labour costs had been 
known more readily; and site organisation 
generally had been improved. Operatives. 
he had found, were anxious to see that 
materials were delivered on the site at the 
right time and deposited in the right place, 
and were keen to sort themselves out into 
gangs. Sites, generally, had taken on a 
more orderly appearance. 

The operation of a bonus scheme brought 
about a much closer contact between oper- 
atives and employers and the relationships 
between the two were much better now than 
in the years before 1949, 

Bonus schemes were simple to operate, 
but allowances must be made for the various 
types of building work. Personnel should 
be available on the site to listen to any 
grievances that the operatives might have in 
connection with the scheme and a target 
should be set which must be fair and equit- 
able and mutually agreed by all parties 
before the job was started. Bonusing by 
gangs or combined trades was, he thought, 
the best way. Particulars should be given 
to the operatives on the method of calcu- 
lating the bonus. His firm worked it that 
if an hour was saved % of the saving in 
cost went to the qperative and 4 to the 
employer to pay for the operating cost of 
the scheme. 

In summing up his case, Mr. Gaylon said 
that operatives were most anxious to be safe- 
guarded against sharp practice. They wanted 
to be assured that the bonus was going to 
benefit themselves as well as the employer. 
He was. firmly convinced that the industry 
was far better off with bonus schemes than 
without. 

_ In opposing the motion, Mr. Grant said 
it was essential that the subject should be 
viewed through the eyes of all the different 
types of building firms that there were in 
the industry, because it was there that one 
started to get into trouble with bonusing. 
Another aspect.to be considered, he said. 
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was not its effects at the present time, but 
its effects on the future of the trade. There 
was a tendency for bonusing to corrupt the 
craftsman. Mr. Grant said that to him the 
test of bonusing came when a man reached 
his physical capacity for work. There was 
a tendency for targets to creep up and 
extract the last ounce of effort from a man. 
If he worked to full capacity over a given 
period he had got to have a rest and he 
started to look for another job; a soft job. 
It removed the incentive for a man to look 
for a job which was a craft and robbed 
the industry of its youth, inasmuch as a 
young lad might be attracted to the civil 
engineering industry, where he could handle 
a dumper and earn twice as much money. 
There was a tendency also for jobs in which 
a bonus scheme was being operated to 
become mass produced. He could not. for 
instance, see how wood carving could be 
worked under a bonus scheme. 

A further point that Mr. Grant made 
was that while a large firm. with its con- 
siderable resources, could sustain the costs 
and the inherent risks of operating a bonus 
scheme. the small firms could not. There 
was also a danger to the workman that 
the operation of a scheme might turn into 
a piece of machinery for adjusting his wages. 
With regard to labour relations, Mr. Grant 
said that the introduction of a bonus scheme 
increased the chance of labour disagreement, 
and referring to what Mr. Gaylon had said 
about the quality of the work not suffering, 
it had been his experience that that did not 
always hold good. In the last resort the 
work must suffer. 


Discussion 

Speaking against bonusing, Mr. HALEs 
said there was a tendency for older trades- 
men to be too old at forty and fall out 
of the race. He believed that could do great 
damage to the trade in the course of years. 

Mr. GAYLON said it depended on the size 
of the firm. Larger firms could provide 
a pool for these older men, and smaller 
firms, with a guaranteed turnover, could 
employ 12 or so on jobbing work and pay 
them on equal terms. 

In reply to further questions Mr. Gaylon 


said the actual cost to a small builder 
was very small. The employer’s one-third 
share, that he mentioned earlier, should 


adequately cover the cost of operating the 
scheme. Another way for the small builder 
was to ensure that the men were guaranteed 
12 months’ work. 

In setting targets the type of job must 
be taken into account. In his firm they 
tried to keep the same target as far as pos- 
sible for the same job. Where some trades 
were not earning their 20 per cent. increase 
in wages, which was about the average 
increase brought about by bonusing, but 
some were getting 30 per cent. and 40 per 
cent., then it was possible to get them to 
share the bonus. 

Winding up the discussion, Mr. Gaylon 
said we must have increased production. 
and the only way to get it was to pay more 
money. 

For his part, Mr. Grant said bonus 
schemes would eliminate and corrupt the 
craftsmen and place unnecessary premium 
on anyone who was capable of producing 
a good-class job 
Appointmert 

Mr. John Foster, deputy and acting plan- 
ning officer to the Peak Park Planning Board, 
has now been appointed planning officer to 
the Board. 
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NFBTE ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Warning from Scotland on “ Menace of 
Direct Labour ” 


AN unusual feature this year of the annual 

general meeting of the National Feder- 
ation of Building Trades Employers, which 
was held in London on January 27, was the 
almost entire absence of debate on the 
annual report (summarised in our last week’s 
issue), only three members rising to speak 
on points arising from it. 

Before the meeting considered the annual 
report, Mr. J. W. Train, president of the 
Scottish Federation, voiced his Federation’s 
concern at the increasing use of direct labour 
in Scotland. In Glasgow alone, he said, the 
direct labour force now numbered 5,000 
operatives. The Scottish Special Housing 
Association had also increased their direct 
labour force “alarmingly.” His Federation 
were actively engaged, Mr. Train added. in 
investigating the matter of direct labour, 
which he described as “a menace to the 
building industry and to private enterprise.” 


The annual report was then presented 
by Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, the retiring presi- 
dent (whose valedictory remarks were sum- 
marised in The Builder last week). On 
housing, Mr. WILLAN said he very much re- 
gretted that in the report no reference was 
made to the financial provisions necessary to 
bring home-ownership within the reach of 
the £8-a-week man. who could not possibly 
afford a mortgage exceeding £1,200; this 
meant that they had got to build a house for 
£1.300 or £1,350, which at present costs 
meant a house of only some 700 to 750 
sq. ft., which they all knew was less economic 
to produce than a house of 1,000 sq. ft. 
What help was to be forthcoming from the 
building societies and the Government to 
make possible advances of up to 95 per cent, 
of the purchase price in such cases? 


Mr. HorsFALt said that Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
was coming to discuss the matter with the 
Federation’s house-building section the next 
day, and the points the speaker had raised 
would come out in the discussion. 


On the subject of labour relations, Mr. 
BURROUGHS said he believed that the opera- 
tives’ wage claim was wrapped up with the 
matter of incentive payments. The small 
builders, employing up to 20 men, accused 
the big builders of paying plus rates, but 
he believed that what happened usually was 
that the big builders operated incentive 
schemes whereas many of the smaller firms 
did not. He hoped that in future the Feder- 
ation would give due weight to these con- 
siderations. 

Referring to the Federation’s recently 
announced scheme under which building 
firms themselves would assist with Govern- 
ment-sponsored research, Mr. H. E. CoMREN 
said that Sir Ben Lockspeiser, secretary of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, had given the project a great deal 
of his time, and he thought that it would 
prove of real value to the industry. 


Election of Officers 


Later in the proceedings Mr. G. W. 
Grosvenor was formally installed as’ presi- 
dent. Mr. H. G. Frost was elected senior 
vice-president, and Messrs. Nigel Hannen 
and L. A. Walden, junior vice-presidents. 
Mr. Norman Longley was elected honorary 
treasurer. 


H 








270 


THE BUILDER 


PLANNING CONTROL AND INDUSTRY 
Paper at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 


PAPER having as its subject “ Planning 
Control—Some Industrial Experiences,” 
was read by Mr. P. D. H. Stock, at the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, on 
January 12, from which the following 
extracts have been taken. Mr. Stock said:— 
I do not intend to weary you with a long 
history of planning control before the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, came into 
operation, but I think that it may be useful 
to point out that to a certain extent industry 
was not taken unawares on July 1, 1948, and 
that, although to all intents and purposes 
there had been a planning void during the 
war years, a good many industrial under- 
takings had had a varied experience of plan- 
ning controls before 1948. 

The first planning control to have a 
practical effect was the Town Planning Act, 
1925. Before this, planning had _ been 
associated with housing matters, but this 
Act first produced a comprehensive code 
enabling town planning schemes to be made 
for any land in the course of development or 
likely to be used for building purposes. The 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1932, 
extended the scope of planning schemes con- 
siderably and introduced the new idea of 
the application of planning control to the 
whole country. At a certain stage in the proce- 
dure of making planning schemes, control of 
interim development was imposed under this 
Act. The Town and Country Planning 
(Interim Development) Act, 1943, enforced 
the control of interim development through- 
out the whole country except where opera- 
tive planning schemes were in force 


The 1947 Act 


The tenor of the legislation suggests to 
me that the 1947 Act was drafted with the 
private dwelling-house or residential estate 
primarily in mind, and that certain conclu- 
sions injurious to industry flowed therefrom. 

I would draw your attention to the proviso 
to paragraph (b) of sub-section (3) of Section 
12 of the 1947 Act, which I cannot think was 
drafted with any knowledge of the needs or 
practice of industry. Its effect was to permit 
industrial tipping to continue only if the 
site of the tip in relation to the surrounding 
land was a hole with vertical sides. Of 
course, this position was immediately 
remedied to some extent by the provisions of 
Statutory Instument 958 of 1948, the General 
Development Order, in paragraph 2 of Class 
VIII of the Schedule thereto. This provision 
is now to be found in a similar place in the 
appendix to Statutory Instument 728 of 1950. 
The position is, however, unsatisfactory 
because of the terms of Article 4 of that same 
Instrument, since a_ direction restricting 
permitted development may be made with 
the approval of the Minister but without any 
opportunity for the developer affected to be 
heard at that stage. 

I will not weary you with a list of the 
industrial processes scheduled in Statutory 
Instrument 1131 of 1950, the Use Classes 
Order, which range from Class III, the light 
industrial building, Class IV, the general 
industrial building to Classes V to IX inclu- 
sive which are the special industrial classes. 
It is. however. unfortunate that in large 
modern factories, the processes are often 
complicated and nearly always integrated. 
and when considering the factory or even 
easily defined parts of it, it is often not pos- 
sible. even with the aid of Article 3 of the 


Use Classes Order, to determine what change 
of use is and what is not deemed to involve 
development. 

The inclusion of the control of mineral 
workings in an Act which was clearly drafted 
with the primary purpose of dealing with 
surface land and development thereon has 
led to a great deal of trouble, despite the 
exercise of the limited power contained in 
Section 81 to give its provisions effect in 
relation to development consisting of the 
winning and working of minerals by adapta- 
tions and modifications prescribed in sub- 
ordinate legislation. A separate planning 
code including separate financial provisions 
for the control of mineral werking is desir- 
able. 

My next two suggestions would involve 
legislation, and are as follows :— 


First, that once the first development plans 
have been approved by the Minister, 
incidental development on industrial sites 
which conform to the plan should be per- 
mitted without further need for application 
for permission, provided that the develop- 
ment will not contravene any basic planning 
requirements to be prescribed, such as, for 
example, access to public highways, the 
external appearance of the whole site and 
the extent to which buildings are to be 
allowed to cover the site. In future, similar 
provisions could apply to new sites which 
have had the benefit of an initial planning 
permission. 

Secondly, is it not time that contraventions 
of previous planning control were over- 
looked? At the moment it seems that build- 
ings and uses of land which contravene plan- 
ning control before July Ist, 1948, are no 
longer subject to enforcement action under 
the 1947 Act. It seems that these contra- 
ventions cannot be serious or they would 
have been dealt with by local planning 
authorities within the appropriate time limit 
under Section 75 of the 1947 Act, and yet 
they give rise to a great deal of work when 
purchases are contemplated. 


Development Plans 


I should now like to turn to the question 
of development plans and to say at once 
that we do not think it possible or indeed 
the business of industry to object to the con- 
tents of a development plan on the same 
broad grounds of planning principles as lead 
to opposition in certain cases from voluntary 
bodies interested in planning matters. It 
would surely amount to industry trying to 
do the proper task of the local planning 
authority and of the Minister. 

So far as development plans are concerned 
I contend that if it is necessary for an indus- 
trialist to prosecute an objection to the draft 
plan to the extent of making out his objec- 
tion at a public local inquiry, whatever the 
result as shown by the amendments which 
the Minister may make when he confirms 
the plan, that is to a certain extent a defeat. 
When the 1947 Act came into force, we 
began to consider what we could reasonably 
seek for land in which we were interested 
in terms of scheduling in the development 
plan, and we made whatever relevant 
information we had, including information 
as to our likely future intentions, available 
to the officials of the local planning authori- 
ties concerned. When we had decided in our 
own minds what we thought were good and 
reasonable suggestions for the future use of 
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land in which we were interested, we askeq 
local planning authorities for informal dis. 
cussions on our proposals in the hope either 
that they would accept them as fit to be 
included in the draft plan, or that we could 
reach some acceptable alternative proposal 
by way of compromise where opinions 
differed as to the proper use of some of 
the land. At the very worst, if no agreemen; 
could be reached about all the land that was 
the subject of our proposals. we could 3 
least define the area and scope of disagree- 
ment in ample time to consider whether jt 
would be necessary to lodge objections to 
some proposal in the draft plan, or whether, 
as sometimes happened, we accepted the 
force of the local planning authorities’ argu- 
ments and modified our own views. | am 
glad to be able to say that as a result of 
that approach it was only necessary to go 
to the length of making a case for objections 
at a public local inquiry in three cases, Ag 
we were concerned in over 50 development 
plans which have passed the stage of public 
local inquiry, I think it worth commending 
this procedure for use when the first quin- 
quennial reviews are about to begin, or prob- 
ably at an earlier stage when town maps 
begin to follow county development plans 
into the ministerial machine. 


Control of Development 


The. outstanding need here is for stream- 
lining development control machinery s0 
that refusals or permissions can be issued 
with the minimum of delay. Is it too much 
to hope that when a development plan has 
been confirmed. local planning authorities 
and the local authorities who exercise 
delegated powers will be able in appropriate 
cases to issue permissions or refusals well 
within the statutory period of two months 
which is all too frequently exceeded? The 
Minister has on occasion indicated to local 
planning authorities that they will find it 
useful to discuss proposed conditions with 
the applicant and to make sure that he will 
be able to do what is expected of him. By 
trying from the outset to reach agreement 
on reasonable conditions, unnecessary 
appeals to the Minister can be avoided. 

I am not blessed with a technical know- 
ledge of quarrying and nor, I suggest, are 
many local government officials. Where, 
therefore, conditions are needed, I think that 
they should be so framed as to indicate the 
final result which has to be achieved in 
precise and not in general terms, but that 
the method of achieving that object should 
be left to the mineral operator. 


Appeals 


I should like to include under this heading 
not only appeals against refusals of plan- 
ning permission or the imposition of con- 
ditions, but the hearing of objections to 
development plans at public local inquiries. 
You will be aware of the controversy which 
has been raging recently and in which, so 
far as procedure is concerned, your Insti- 
tution and the Law Society submitted a 
memorandum to the Government in May, 
1952. 

If I may turn for a moment to the sum- 
marised recommendations of the memoran- 
dum, I am quite sure that the representation 
that public inquiries should be held with 
reasonable promptitude and the Minister's 
decision given with the utmost speed finds 
acceptance everywhere. Again, where the 
views of any Government department are 
relevant to the matter in hand, it is only 
fair that its views should be available to 
the parties in advance of the hearing and 
should be open to discussion at the hearing. 
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subject, of course, to any security consider- 
ations precluding that course. With the 
utmost respect I must, however, say that I 
am not so impressed with the other three 
recommendations, namely, that the report 
of the inspector should be published, that 
except om security grounds good reasons 
should be given for any departure from 
recommendations made by inspectors, and 
that consideration should be given to the 
possibility of creating an independent Inspec- 
torate. 1 do not really think that the 
decision in a planning appeal or in consider- 
ing a development plan is a matter which 
is justifiable. They both seem to me to be 
matters which in the event of disagreement 
at the highest level must be settled by a 
Cabinet decision as part of the functions of 
the executive in governing the country. It 
does not seem to me to be practicable to 
create a sort of administrative judiciary to 
conduct public inquiries unless those inspec- 
tors are to have the right of decision of the 
matter. 


HOUSING IN THE ISLE OF MAN 
State Aid for Private Housing Ends 


STaTE aid for private housing has ended 

in the Isle of Man. This decision was 
reached in the Manx Legislature after a 
debate in which a section of members felt 
that the scheme should go on for another 
year. 
“Mr. J. F. Crevuin, chairman of the Local 
Government Board, thought the private 
enterprise scheme had fulfilled its purpose. 
Since it started in 1945, there had been 782 
applications, of which 543 had _ been 
approved. The total expenditure on the 
scheme was £221,297. The number of 
houses completed was 516 

He added that it had been cheaper than 
building council houses, although the houses 
were a littlke more expensive to the pur- 
chasers. 

Mr. C. C. McFEE thought the scheme 
should be continued for another year in 
order to provide work for the building trade, 
which was now experiencing one of the worst 
slumps ever. 

Mr. J. H. NICHOLLS said it was a pity to 
abandon the scheme, as it was one of the 
finest ever conceived in the Island. On the 
other hand, Mr. J. B. BOLTON said a number 
of houses had changed hands lately at prices 
considerably less than it would cost to build. 
It was not easy to encourage people to build 
under the scheme when they could buy a 
house for £500 less. 

Mr. A. S. KELLY said houses which cost 
£3,000 were being sold for £2,000, and 
houses which cost £2,500 were being sold for 
£1,750. 


TIMBER IMPORTS IN 1952 
Detailed Analysis Produced 

TIMBER to the value of nearly £164,000,000 
was shipped to over 100 seaports in the UK 
in 1952: £360 worth of timber was also 
brought into airports. 

From official records of HM Customs and 
Excise, the Timber Development Association 
has now produced a detailed analysis of 
these figures showing the quantities and 
values of every type of timber to arrive at 
each port, and comparative figures are given 
for 1938, which has been taken as a typical 
pre-war year. 

This is the third annual edition of TDA’s 
port analysis of timber imports, a statistical 
survey which is not published elsewhere. 
Copies may be obtained from the Association, 
21, College Hill, London, EC4, price 1s. 
each. 


THE BUILDER 


IMPROVEMENT OF FARM 
BUILDINGS 


The Need for a Comprehensive 
Approach 


G PEAKING on “The Improvement and 

Adaptation of Farm Buildings” at 
the ALS Estate Management Conference, 
held at Hitchin on January 20, Mr. J. F. 
CrooME, agent for Belvoir and Haddon 
Estates, Ltd., Grantham, said that a great 
many farm buildings in this country have, 
through age, ceased to be useful in view of 
changed farming conditions. 

Mr. Croome recommended that land- 
owners, when considering improvements and 
adaptations, should take into account the 
needs of the farmhouse, farm cottages, out- 
buildings, and farm approaches. Suitable 
accommodation for stock of all kinds, 
together with storage in barns for farm pro- 
duce and implements must also be con- 
sidered and, in these days of large-scale 
cereal production, specialised building 
requirements for the storage, dressing and 
drying of grain might be necessary. 

The layout and relative position of each 
building is particularly important as much 
time and labour can be lost through 
inattention to this problem.  IIl-conceived 
alterations and improvements may upset the 
general balance of the farm, rendering 
additional expenditure necessary . 


Nearly all farm improvements facilitate 
personal comfort or convenience in working 
efficiency, so housing for the farmer and his 
staff deserves first priority. “‘ Remember,” 
said Mr. Croome, “ that a comfortable house 
means a_ contented tenant.” Important 
improvements to farmhouses and cottages 
include the installation of main water, light 
and drainage. It is then possible to con- 
sider installing modern equipment for cook- 
ing, water heating, and so on, while the pro- 
vision of a bathroom should not be over- 
looked. Some old cottages still have thatched 
roofs and it is difficult to keep them in 
repair. He suggested that a suitable alterna- 
tive roofing material was cedar shingles 
which, although expensive initially, 
eventually saved money. 

Cowsheds are sometimes incapable of 
being improved to meet the standards 
required under the Milk and Dairies Regula- 
tions, 1949. In such instances Mr. Croome 
did not recommend that money should be 
spent on patching up, as the day would come 
when the sub-standard shed would no longer 
be accepted for milk production. Alterna- 
tives would be to convert an old stable, build 
an entirely new cowhouse or instal a milking 
parlour for use with yards. Mangers 
should either be lined with glazed earthen- 
ware half-round pipes or be constructed of 
smooth-finished concrete. The dung channel 
must be at least 2 ft. 6 in. wide and slope 
away from the cow, while the backwalk 
must be sloped towards the dung channel to 
facilitate drainage. All walls should be 
smooth cement rendered to a minimum 
height of 5 ft. 


Facilities for Grain Storage 


Since the freeing of the cereal market, pro- 
gressive farmers are fully aware of the 
necessity to provide increased grain storage 
on their farms. Except on very large farms 
Mr. Croome considered that specialised 
buildings were not justified as they were only 
in use for relatively short periods each year. 

A stone- or brick-built barn with large 
double doors is satisfactory for grain storage, 
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but it can be of much more use if a wooden 
loft floor is provided. With adequate light, 
and some heat from a slow combustion 
stove, these barns, when empty, can be very 
useful places for chitting potatoes. 

If a new floor is installed it should be con- 
structed of tongued and grooved floor board- 
ing with grain-proof skirting, and should be 
fixed to joists of not less than 7 in. by 2 in. 
at 12 in. centres, while herringbone strutting 
between the joists gives added support. 
When the building is wider than 16 ft. 
overall, it will be necessary to provide rolled- 
stee] joists measuring 6 in. by 3 in. to sup- 
port the floor joists. 


INSULATING MATERIAL 
FROM RICE HUSKS 


Demonstration in London 


A SERIES of demonstrations to show the 
7 Saal 
qualities of a recently developed fire- 
and acid-resistant material, called Secondite, 
was given in London on January 21. 
Secondite is the name which has been 
given to rice husks after they have been 
treated by a patent process, and the manu- 
facturers claim that after this treatment it 
becomes an inorganic substance having a 
high silica content. 


It takes its name from its inventor, Mr. 
Secondi, a rice-grower in Italy, who for 
years was unable to dispose of his rice 
husks, and most of the laboratory and de- 
velopment work has been carried out under 
his supervision, 

Secondite has been divided into three 
kinds, A, B and C. They have different 
uses, but all three kinds are claimed to have 
common characteristics in so far as they 
are fireproof, termiteproof and have good 
insulating qualities. Types A and B, with 
suitable binding agents such as cement and 
magnesite, can be used as building materials. 
They have also mechanical applications in 
the protection of internal combustion 
engines, mobile and fixed tanks and for the 
making of filters. Type C has been used 
for the construction of pavements, wall 
boards, furniture, containers for corrosive 
liquids and for other purposes where fire- 
and acid-resistant material is required. 

Among the demonstrations which 
place were the following :— 


took 


Two slabs made with Secondite C and 
magnesite were subiected to a fire test by 
igniting petrol to show the high fireproof 
qualities of the slab. After some time there 
appeared to be no damage other than sur- 
face carbon from the petrol. 


An oxy-acetylene flame was applied to a 
thin slab of Secondite C bound with mag- 
nesite. The slab was not pierced nor was 
any significant heat transmitted through the 
slab. 


To show the thermal insulating properties 
contained in the material, a cupola made of 
Secondite A and cement was subjected to 
intense outside heat, protecting the contents 
of the cupola—a slab of butter and a thermo- 
meter—from any change in temperature. 


Other demonstrations were designed to 
show its qualities as a filter to separate light 
oils from water; in the protection of tanks 
against explosion; and to dispense with a 
petrol pump or carburettor in the standard 
petrol engine. 

Further details can be obtained from 
Secondite Co., Ltd., 25, Millbank, London, 
SW. 
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THE BUILDER 


US MACHINES AND METHODS 
Report of Scientific Office 


DTDURING 1953 some of the machines and 

“methods used by builders in North 
America were studied by the British 
Commonwealth Scientific Office in Washing- 
ton, who describe some of the more interest- 
ing of these in their report entitled “ Science 
in USA, 1953,” which has iust been pub- 
lished by HM Stationery Office, price 2s. 
The following extract is taken from that part 
of their report concerning building: 

Six firms now manufacture hydraulically 
operated back-acting diggers which can be 
attached to the rear of agricultural tractors. 
One firm claims to produce 200 per week. 
The diggers operate on the same principle 
as the familiar type of back-acting excavator 
which is usually propelled on crawler-tracks, 
but they differ in that the digging bucket is 
moved by a series of hydraulic rams instead 
of a system of steel ropes and pulleys. An 
oil pump driven by the power-take-off shaft 
on the tractor supplies oi! at 1,000-1,500 Ib. / 
sq. in. to the rams. The digging attachments 
can be fitted to or removed from a tractor 
in a matter of hours. They are capable of 
digging trenches 6 to 10 ft. deep and 12 to 
24 in. in width. By comparison with the 
smaller type of excavator on tracks, which 
is often used to dig trenches of similar 
dimensions, they are cheaper, easier to 
operate and much easier to move from site 
to site, since a pneumatic-tyred tractor can 
be driven on the road. 

These machines are mainly used by 
farmers, plumbing contractors and builders, 
but they have been used with notable success 
for grave digging. It was found that two 
men could dig five graves per day with the 
machine whereas only one grave is normally 
dug by two men by hand. Four of the six 
makes are thought to be specially suitable 
for digging foundations and _ drainage 
trenches for houses in the UK. The price 
(in the USA) of these four attachments suit- 
able for mounting on some British tractors 
ranges from $1.809 to $2.324. 


Concrete 


Vacuum Concrete Inc. of Philadelphia are 
the proponents of the two systems known 
respectively as the “ vacuum-processing ” of 
concrete and the “vacuum-lifting ” of con- 
crete units. 

“ Vacuum-processing ” consists of creating 
a vacuum within suction-mats in contact 
with “green” concrete so as to remove 
excess water and obtain a “ no-slump” con- 
sistency in a short space of time. The 
advantages of the process are that concrete 
gains strength rapidly and a relatively wet 
mix can be used, which is easy to pour and 
spread. The excess water is extracted to 
obtain concrete with the specified water/ 
cement ratio. 

In ‘“vacuum-lifting,” a suction mat 
suspended from a crane picks up cast con- 
crete units. This method of handling is 
particularly suitable for thin-sectioned o1 
rather delicate slabs. 

In Albany, Georgia, both systems were 
used in the construction of some large ware- 
houses. Suction-mats were used as _ side- 
forms for the casting of 67 ft. span roof 
beams in situ. The “green” concrete was 
subjected to suction for 45 minutes. which 
enabled the side-forms to be stripped in three 
hours. and the supporting framework in 24 
hours after pouring. The 24-hour strength 
of the concrete was between 3,400 and 
3,900 Ib./sq. in. Plant was set up at this 


site to cast 140 concrete roof panels per day, 
measuring 18 ft. 6 in. by 5 ft. and weighing 
3,000 Ib. Vacuum mats were applied for 
five minutes to the surface of the concrete 
panels directly after the tamping operation, 
enabling the panels to be removed from their 
moulds 20 hours after pouring when the 
strength developed was in the order of 2,500- 
3,000 Ib./sq. in. The vacuum-lifter was 
used both for stripping the moulds and for 
lifting the panels to their final positions on 
the roof. 

Vacuum-processing is also applied to 
freshly poured concrete floor slabs to pro- 
duce rapid hardening so that the concrete 
finishers can start work soon after pouring. 
Another application was seen in a factory 
making large diameter reinforced concrete 
pipes. By using vacuum-forms, the pipes 
could be stripped of their forms 15 minutes 
after pouring. 

Both systems have been applied on a small 
scale to. single-storeyed houses made from 
concrete units cast on the site. 


The Tournalayer System 


The Tournalaver System of Building was 
also investigated during the year. In this 
system, special equipment developed by 
R. G. LeTourneau Inc. is used for casting 
the concrete shell of a house at a central 
point on a building site, for carrying the shell 
and placing it on its foundations. 

The equipment, which is somewhat 
spectacular and very expensive. consists of: 
(a) a set of steel inner forms which are 
retractable: (b) a U-shaped trailer towed by 
a tractor (overall dimensions 51 ft. long 
by 35 ft. wide and weighing 62,300 Ib. 
unladen): and (c) a set of steel outer forms 
which are suspended from three hoists 
mounted on the trailer. 

Briefly, the operation consists of:— (1) 
Setting up the inner forms and digging a 
trench to give access to the inside of these 
forms. (2) Fixing the reinforcing steel, 
window and door frames in position on these 
forms. (3) Driving the tractor so that the 
trailer. with the outer forms raised above 
the inner forms, straddles the inner forms. 
(4) Lowering the outer forms to surround 
the inner forms by means of the three hoists. 
(5) Placing spacer-bolts to hold the outer 
form to the inner form. 

(6) Pouring the concrete to form the walls 
and a flat roof. (7) When the concrete has 
hardened a little the spacer-bolts are with- 
drawn a short distance so that they are just 
clear of the inner forms and the bolts 
positioning the window and door frames are 
removed. (8) When the strength of the con- 
crete has reached 700 lb./ sq. in. a man 
enters the inner form through the trench and 
operates a cam mechanism to retract tke 
inner forms. (9) The trailer is manoeuvred 
so that the three hoists can lift the outer 
forms and with them the concrete shell clear 
of the inner forms. (10) The shell is carried 
by the trailer, placed on its foundations and 
released from the outer forms. 

The largest structure produced by this 
equipment is 32 ft. 8 in. long, 24 ft. wide 
and 10 ft. 1 in. high with 5 in. outer walls. 
a S-in. spine wall and an 8 in. roof. It is 
estimated that if one trailer is used with six 
sets of forms, two house-shells could be pro- 
duced per day assuming that the concrete 
gains sufficient strength in 43 hours. 

Some 10,000 to 15,000 houses have been 
built with the Tournalayer equipment in 
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various parts of the world, notably ip 
California, South America and Isracl. The 
three hoists on the trailer are capable of 
lifting the concrete shell high enough to be 
placed on a shell already in position on its 
foundations, and some two-storeyed houses 
have been built in this way. 

In temperate or cold climates a consider- 
able amount: of work would be necessary 
to insulate. waterproof and finish the struc. 
ture as well as for constructing the ground 
floor. It appears that the system is more 
suitable for building houses in areas where 
the minimum amount of work has to be 
carried out on the concrete shell. 


SAFETY OFFICERS’ PROBLEMS 
Accident Prevention Lecture 


THE ninth ordinary meeting of the London 
Building and Engineering Contractors’ Acci- 
dent Prevention Group was held at the 
Safety, Health and Welfare Museum, Horse- 
ferry-road, SW1, on January 20. Mr. R. G. 
THOMSON, secretary of the Builders’ Accident 
Insurance, Ltd., gave a talk entitled “ Safety 
Officers: Some Problems Reviewed.” 

Mr. Thomson emphasised the importance 
of not being concerned only with compliance 
with the regulations. The obiect must be 
to ensure safe working conditions rather 
than to comply rigidly with regulations. He 
suggested going to contracts with the inten- 
tion of looking for a limited number of 
faults rather than try to carry all the regu- 
lations in one’s head. At the same time 
it would not do to leok for the same faults 
on the next visit and be known as the specialist 
in “toe-boards” or “riving knives,” etc. 

Attention was drawn by Mr. Thomson 
to some oddities in the Building Regula- 
tions, and in conclusion he dealt with some 
of the questions with which insurance com- 
panies were faced. He remarked on the 
number of employers who have very little 
knowledge of the basis on which insurance 
against Common Law Claims works. For 
example, there were still some employers 
who believed that if they were insured, that 
was all that mattered and they could do 
what they liked with safety. 

Mr. W. D. Short, Inspector of Factories 
Department, gave the first in a series of 
short practical explanations of the Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948. On this occasion he dealt with Part 1, 
paragraphs 1 and 2. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agenis. 


Contravent, Ltd. (526487.) Regd. Dec. 3, 11 and 
12, Pall Mall, SW1, mnfrs. of equipment relating to 
heat conservation and draught exclusion. civil engrs., 


etc. Nom. cap.: £20,000.  Dir.: F. Woolley-Hart, 
OBE, Santa Ana, Liss, Hants. 
Louis de Cecco, Ltd. (526488.) Regd. Dec. 3, 


Nelson-rd. Works, Nelson-rd.. Hanley. Stoke-on-Trent, 
terrazzo flooring specialists, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£15,000. Dirs.: L. de Cecco and Mrs. A. L. H. de 
Cecco. 14, New-rd., Bucknall, Staffs. 

Alderson & Walker (Leeds), Ltd. (526497.) 
Dec. 4. 7, Town-st., Horsforth, nr. Leeds, slating, 
tiling, flooring and slabbing contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: Mrs. A. Tomkin and J. W. G. 
—” Craiglea, Margerison-rd., Ben Rhydding, 

kley. 

Driffield Plant Hire, Ltd. (526514.) Regd. Dec. 4, 
Spellowgate, Gt. Driffield, Yorks., mnfrs. of bull- 
dozers, traction engines, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 
Mrs. E. Walker, Brenda, St. Johns-rd., Driffield. 

F. and G. Harris, Ltd. (526515.) Regd. Dec. 4, 
136, Lambeth-rd., SE1, bldrs. and contractors, 
painters. decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: 
ge Harris and Nellie E. Harris, 136, Lambeth-rd., 
SE1. 

Hendrick Construction Co., Ltd. (526520.) Regd. 

ec. 4, 63. Gt. Portland-st., W1, factors and erectors- 
of steel and reinforced concrete constructions and irow 
forgings. mechanised handling equipment. etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: P. Hendrik, 5, Stanhope- 
gdns., Harringay, N4. 


Regd. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
—— of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
t. Pancras. 


7) 
p. 


Pit Ballast re — re re per yd. 

Pit Sand sie daa see roy das mee ae 

Washed Sand ... ee er aga mee 

tin. Shingle... 

}in. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze age 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate : 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site Re 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site at 
Aquacrete Water a ‘Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 


ft pet ees 


ae — 

aoononor: 
- 

—AWe Wun 


per ton p 


Un Ab 
_ _ 
Nw AWN 
oo oo 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots was ji 616 6 

Other colours according to colour 

In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to ™ 3d. » ton. 

White Portland Cement ar te 1215 6 
Under | ton per cwt. 53 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton & 7 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up Pa 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, — —_— at Railway Depot, 

London 515 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks. per 1,000 11 O 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... a 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... a 8 13 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. 
2}in. Nominal Fletton aes to sites in 7 

District Commons aa pr + 10° 6 

Cellular do. ‘a 510 0 

Keyed do. as 512 0 

Rustics aes a 615 0 

Cellular Rustics ... ane 615 0 

Single Bullnose do. eae a 610 0 

Sandfaced ... oon ia 710 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ aes oa 23 17 6° 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) oe ps 24 11 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... si 2110 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) pe 918 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ‘a 8 16 6 
2hin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) pee ee 22 0 
3in. do. (London Stations) a Pe 26 11 6 
2jin. Machine- made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 

(London Sites) oe 13 9 6 
25 i Le Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 

ites) ca 13 14 6 
fi Lo 9 made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 

ites) on 14 3 6 
2§ in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London Sites) ‘ss 143 6 
2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt ‘Malti ‘Stock Facings 

(London Sites) ees oa 3 2 6 





2 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) per 1,000 13 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Wwory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... Xs - 64 0 
Headers , ‘ aes jee a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats esd af aes a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... « eas ves - 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ads ae ses aes cs 7710 0 
One side and twoends _... eas “a “a ‘ 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end _... a3 saa as a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints : és Orr ‘as ie 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
yh ee aa ..- 140 yds. se ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
Ze ie. ... ges ... 140 yds. Pee a pe 4 6 
‘| ae 4 «- 120 yds. a ua “ 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) | 95 yds. -” saa pe 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
yo ae Ss ... 100 yds. ? ae 3 6 
y. ve ewe G2 YOS. ae Bee a 4 1 
Wille ss Sas .. 7S yds. aah aaa si 4 10 
4in.... ice =e SaVGs dat ae as 6 0 
CRANHAM 
ZIM. wee ae! wae dad Sas aS saa - 6 5 
23in. ... rod a tee oa ne das a et 3 
phn “al nea me bas rae aus phe pa 8 3 
aa aa ie aaa a 10 2 
anh in. Load bearing quality ae aaa Wu 2 
FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ws 12 in. oe in - 
lorry-loads ... oo 1,000 3110 0 
4 in. ae ae ae ae aaa a ee 34 13 O 
5 in. Ci wes te nee aaa pe ve 39 7 0 
Gite “ies sk Sa ey re 46 16 0 
7 in. 1 ae <aé eve aa aaa aaa a 54 10 
8 in. Gi ice Sad Ba ee ade Gag os 6115 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +973% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +678 +10% +974% +10% +1074% 


Tested Quality +374% +674 +374% +974% +373, +1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do. tadetene Taketorie +4747 410747 
Ss. . 
3 in. Land Drain ~~ io 12 in. vaste per 1,000 10 2 0 
4 in. do. ‘a ee - 13 6 O 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ai ae a . per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldheim Box Ground | ps 7 8 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered spean area ,, i —. 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area <a a i 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine a B.R. 
Southern Region aa pee ns y aes 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
? in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 


super in area a r ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described ... ‘a 8 6 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. < 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 


stooled cills «sa -- perft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. aa “ e244 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice ‘throated ah 114 0 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated satan *» a3 ¢ 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. A p. a4 ¢ 
43 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face wa 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes + per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued Jae er isa 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in, and 6 in. 6 in. X 3 in. ive eee eee eae . perton ! 10 0 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. X Tin. see os st ee eee wees 5 0 
_Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 10 in. x 44 in., 12 in. < Sin. : ” 15 0 
- bs aig ; aoe ws ee ae “6 9 ; in. X 4 in., 6in. xX 44in., Tin. x 3}in, 

ar ork— in. X 4in., 8in. xX 4in., 9in. X 4in., 

12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10 in. X Sin., 10in. x 8in., 12in. x 8in., 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13. an. < S-in., 14in. x S5$in., 14 in. X 6in.,, ” 10 0 

and front ... is an ie ne ... perft.cube 2 2 0 14 in. x 8 in., 1Sin. xX Sin, 15in. x 6in., 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... fi 116 9 16 in. x 6in., 16in. X 8in., 18in. X 6in., 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18 in. x 7 in., 18in. x 8in.,  20in. x 6$in., 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes per yd. sup. 2 11 9 = “¥ x 3 in. Son one he ce ‘ ‘0% 
TILES and PANTILES cel angles average price se ose eee eee ” 38 6 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 seat pre a a d London- ° ae: 
er — and French pattern Tiles from eae i R.S. Joists cut jo fitted —~ 5115 0 

incolnshire district ue see - ‘ii ae 1 ue ie ie ae: HAS que” Ae 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... as = 41 18 6 i ee a ee a ak eae lee ri ; : 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district nae 56 17 6 Compound stanchions ... ne es es ae 65 O46 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district... «.. 12 15 6 ee faa.  - - = Ree 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 1... 13.5 0 A oe UCU 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. aa 1s 6 | aueeeeo ne Ce 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do 1 6 3 ild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 le eee eee 618 6 Stock § in. diam., and upwards és age Ws a 39. §. <@ 
A aps one ee ne 4 in. diam. eee se ae ne .. per ton extra 3 12 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) Ee sisi se 18 9 6 ¥ in. do 217-0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility # in. do sh ie oa et ne a ei. ee 2 26 
SLATES eR re ene re eee ee 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage e o . . 
Pr be pee MILD STEEL TUBES 

yo paleo truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

ge , 100 16 9 — Tube— PY, W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

22 x 12 86 6 6 ont i: ae - 

asB + 53% Light +204% BP of 

44 . Li . : Class C = 214% Heavy +273, Malleable List 393% +35% 

20 x 10 ans | = 

18 x 10 50 17 0 et oo ie + ; 

fet ee ClassB — 134°% Henty it $46? Malleable List — 393% 

16 x 10 42 18 3 GasC — 1% sll eine 

16 ‘ 8 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 33 13 3 : (oo i HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. ns Nozzles pe 
— if Le 
oftwood— in. 3/4 i 

Joinery quality - ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 4 in. 4/4 3/4 1/2 

Carcassing quality xe sate oO. $5 £90 to £100 4% in. 4/9 3/8 1/5 
rm 1 = —— and Grooved Flooring do. em £106 0 O 5 in. ee , 5/4 4/1 1/7 

ardwood— 

Mahogany— African S.E. do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 3 in C.-LO.G. meaner ¢ a 3/7 /it 

do. Honduras do. do. ” 21 8 34 in s as ce 4/54 3/7 1/2 
Oak Europeando. ... do. ss ay 36 aa 4/104 3/8 1/6 

do. Japanese do. ... = do. os Zz 09 43 in 5/4 : 4/4 1/8 

do. English Logs saw do. os a: 3°89 Game 5/9} 4/11 1/11 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ‘a 3° 2 ; ie ne ins ; 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. a lL. 26 ; C.I. RAIN-wWATER Pipes 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths an Bes Pipe Bends ee 
Delivered London area. 3h aa ae a ery 38 en 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 3 in 7/5 4/8 7/I 

2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. bat wae each 12 0 34 in 8/44 5/7 8/5 
2 ft.3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ane oe saw - 143 0 rigs 9/8} 6/9 9/11 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ces ane a 114 6 ney ad baie = 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. acs =i ie 116 9 : L.C.C. Coatep Soi Pipes 
2 in. do., but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. <a ses nae 7/54 5/9 7/- 
2.610, X 64t Oan.. |... “ ds ‘ 210 6 23 in. 7/105 6/4 8/8 
2ft.9in. xX 6ft.6in. ... ba i 2413-46 3 in. 8/i0 UE 10/5 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 3} in. 9/11 8/8 12/1 
2ft.6in. xX 6ft.6in.... _ os 55 7 ae Wes 4 in. -§ e+e wss see 11/33 o/9 14/3 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i as me a 2 1b) 46 Above price¥ for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 73% and 
tteeued London aten tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 5 8 In 9-fts. 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... ek re 7 4 ’ cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends —_ Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... = Z 8 11} 4 in. ees Sse em | 1 417 20/1 13/10 24/5 
23 in. do. ps are to 1 ton) ... ie 3 +4 3 6 in. sae wae re mee) ea | 29 10 28/10 49/11 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ... a6 7 1 54 c ? 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. Orders tas hers a Prevatcs 
3 in. imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 5 pf tedh avae j 
per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. : i : 
4 in. Hardboard do. ss ae se ase + iz, 36 p 5A hag :° + 
hin ps al Bi - : > 6 Pipes 6/ft. lengths per yd. 3/9 4/ 4/10 6/5 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets per yd. sup. | as Branches... —_ 3 : - 314 3 ; 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply Ft xe ie JE IS Tee 2 >/ ae 35 5 
an 2-ply ” 19 Bends — - obtuse ,, es py 25 5 
. : ” Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, / oy 3 5/ 
Best ans Glue, i ya per 3 cwt. : ? : ita an 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Croid Glue oss = 28 Ib. Zz 3 10 AspesTtos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS — ; 
Cut Nails, 3 in. (1-ton lots) per ton 54.5 0 4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) = 50 15 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) se per cwt. 215 9 Drop ends .. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... ae me 22 3 Stop Ends... we /10 /1l os We 
Angles... aes Pa 2/11 3/5 / 
ll STEEL Joists, Etc. Nozzles". = 2/10 3/4 3/10 4 7 
6 in. X 5in.,8in. x 5in.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. Union Clips 1/5 ifs “a " 
12in. X 6in. plain cut to lengths delivered London ee AsBEsTOsS HALF-ROUND — — et os 
area sae = i bed = per ton 6 3 in. in. in. in. 5 in. 
oun for oP ioe ias Gutters ag lengths per ‘_ er Yigg a ye i 
ae a ee ee oe ~ 3 Drop ends wee Cac / 2/ 2/ 2 / 
3in. X 3 in., 4in. X 3 in., Sin. X 2}in. ... a 1 5 Stop ends ee ae /9 /10 /11 1/- 1/2 
4in. X ljin. ... se oo oo see ” 30: 70 Angles... te 5 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
42 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x 74 in. wa obs io 29 9 1 ieee: uw Cw 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/It 4/3 
Sim: X 9 in. 2210: X Fin. :.. oats ae 5 i*0 0 Union Clips ne - 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 Ape 
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26 gaus 

Galvanise 
20 gaug 
24 gaug 
26 gausg 
Metal 

applicatio 
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Plumbers’ 
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screws 
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LEAD SI 
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or Home 
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_ do. 
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Extras ove! 
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l cwt. ce 
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ton weigk 
PLASTER 
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Blue Lias Li 
Hydrated L 
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-— ... 
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METALS—Continued. 
Per ton basis 
in London 
& 4<€ 
Jron—Staffordshire cme enenes Steatiy 39 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars ee 3? $ O 
Mild Steel Hoops ake an is Aa 38 3 0 


“Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£ s. & 

Soft sheets C.R. and C. ~ a 

20 gauge aan 45 12 6 

24 gauge ae es oe ye ‘aaa ‘ou «os 46 27 G6 

26 gauge aa pie <« Sa :32 % 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge R a aa we sehr 0 

24 — ace $a a Ss ne sae «ae S287 @ 

26 g ei pee we S722 6 
ah nised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge “ee ° axe re ae see @ 

24 gauge aaa - aa sia via ‘saa se, aoe OC 

26 gauge 58 12 0 

Metal Windows.—Standard “Metal. Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on 


application British Metai Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 


All per doz. gin. fin. lin. lfin. 1fin. 2 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron «.. 90/- 129/- 


Screw down stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions forlead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504’- 1122/- 


Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/-  176/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron eee sas «- = 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
ld in. 14in. 2in. 3 in. 34 in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws ae ace = 2Eh= sar. — 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves... aa us 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 


‘1k x 6 1b. Ty xb. 2 x 71b. 3 Xx 7 |b. 


Lead P. trap with — segemaaey 


screws <a SU 11/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. eee «. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ wis are ae eae perlb. 3 O 

Tinmen’s... am = a as a ee “ 5 ad 

Blow pipe a 


Copper La BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 264d. per Ib. “plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
din. x 19 gauge ... nee Pe js Total per lb. 37% 
Zin. X 19, a mea oo «=: 108 A ie 36% 
fm. < 1s ,. aa aaa aaa 8s ne je 34% 
min. < 18, ees ime ea 84 ia ex 343 
- a ere aaa ee 8} - pa 34% 
Zoom. < ¥7 93 va me 35% 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic wes £ «. ¢@. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 278 0 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 613 O 
do. 12 gauge do. si 611 0 
Brass tubes basic am plus ware and manufactur- 
ing extras eee «« per Ib. 1 9} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


sé 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and nasenanien per ton 13 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ? wea s 122 10 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. on s 124 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ae : ne - 126 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe es a 124 00 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
Scwt. and under 1 ton sin per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. re ae eka es § 4 0 
l cwt. do. 3 cwt. age sag as 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on ™_ per ton ee Se 
do. White do. do. Se 711 0 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. sae ed 76 3 
do. Fine do. do. aie a 714 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6 ton loads ne ae eee nie 65 9g 
Hydrated Lime _— do. ae ae ae x fe 5 9 0 
Lump Lime do. aes Sg 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads tas a 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ace o 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ; ; <: a 2 @ 3 
Hair. per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... peryd. a 3 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one owen 
Delivered site 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area fe<¢€. 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper wh $12 ¢ 
Gloss Paint per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) | . percwt. 3 11 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 8 0 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 om lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg me per cwt. 6 6 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg - 29 0 
Size XD quality, 28 lb... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... «oe per gal. : 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ae oe bi 13 0 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra aes a 5 63 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. eas aa 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior std és 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . aie ve pe 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. BAG 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 4 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae --. per gai. 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. mtr $e wed a 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside se aes wag - . eS 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aaa aS ae ss 113 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. rae san oe & 2 0 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... ae pee ce a 2 3 iG 
Front Door Varnish aa ah ee es ‘a | > ee 
Japan Gold Size... <a ea eee ae g 1 8 0 
Black Japan aes sae ens as ms -~ a 
Brunswick Black ... aus Sea aes asd me 1 00 
Berlin Black ne aes eee sua ae Ls 5 3 *¢ 
Terebene . aaa ‘its aan a 5 $ @ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ae pe fae - Zz @ 46 
French and Brush Polish (do.) sue sd 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
OZ 5» 9 9 * pe « m <« 7 
260z. ,, 2» ” pa 9 2» aes ot 
32 oz. os 0 » 0» oe 1 0 
$ in. Rolled Plate : ad ead pee ea 9 
¥s_in. and } in. Rough Cast ee on aes 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, " Standard patterns : 
White aa aE: ae as ee 9 
do. Standard Tints ... 3 aaa ee oe sie 1 4} 
do. Special Tints 29 


4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, 
Reedlyte and Luminating 

din. Wired Cast . 

+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
PBZ 5% <X 52 X 34 in. ... 
P.B:3 7% X 73x 3{ in. 
P.B.32 72 X 73x 3gin. . 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 


Hammerstripe, Reeded, 


SPANM HR 
Q 
QO 
NNCDT YNNe 
Lea 


P.B.2 & 3 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 ane ae a 6 9 
in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. orn Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ‘sia aa «as 3. 7 
anes = Pa 5 fe; SU 5. 4 5 
9» %» pA 45 ft. sup. "5 
ae as » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 


2 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one nie or 135 in. 


both ways ro ‘ ‘< 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto” aa a «an 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto. ee pee 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than ¢ in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum. Per ft. super. 

Description of Glass quantity. s. d. 
18 oz. sheet O. all mae ave ig a Hue 4 
y) ed é oe es Sa ..- 2,000 53 
26 = x rr eta ae aa -.. 2,000 rf 
320 , ay isa ... 2,000 94 
+ in. "Rolled Plate. 1,000 74 
4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 74 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, i 

Reeded, Luminatin and Spotlyte ... 1,000 104 

in. and } in. Rolled Plate or — Cast . 2,000 103 

in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 1 Of 

in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 03 
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For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 8 




























PP cccnvoe wes KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. a. Grade, 
ETAVON ....crccrccesccsscecoees . i ea ea nn ee ee 
. ‘Aberdare nA Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. . r 
Abergnwenny ve Craftsmen ... ave ee 3/73 3/7 3/63 3/6 awe cnnag yg 3 
ingdon ...... osoda é A a 
yee acetal a Labourers ... Jes ae 3/2 3/14 3/1 3/04 Skipton UD. B 
Addlestone uA eafor DD. . 
- Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. 
Por ee iat ES erry on ik2 Felixstowe .... Al OME Asasenievcosde sieieuase A2 ee ee 
Alfreton U.D... --A2 | Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 | Filey U.D.””.. ee eee —- | oo 
Al san beers aa ST Sea sce Fleetwood ... Lyneham (Devon .A2 Somerset, County of 
is no eee Burton-on-Trent C.B. ......A Tilint: 0.305 “i Macclesfield ..... y 
Altrincham A c oo Southampton 
abe: Al Fre Bee Folkestone .. AZ Maidenhead As Southend-on-Sea Dist. 
ae St. Edmunds a | Frinton ..... = Maidstone .... Al , 
Amersham . Al S| on : Southport .............. 
4 - BHSION ccc oneecesess oN POM: 5 ..<250es00000s Maltby _....... A : 
Ammanford .. A y * .- South Shields C B. 
A SAiuee’. "AD ByMCCt — cecoccrcescecccceconcces Al Gainsborough U.D. Maldon (Essex) . wy Spalding U.D. 
Ardingly .. ..A2 Calder Valley ...cccsocseseensss A Gateshead a U.D.. Al Stafford M.B. 
Arundel . A2 ae — i — (Ken psc en lg ry sales a ; 
PABOOE: sosnscnsscnsencssnseseocens A2 annock U.D... . amford M.B. . Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury < Gloucester —e M.B. A Stantonwick 1‘ 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A MGA n22 sc acbcsocostencersseres A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae te seeeeeeees ~ie Stevenage ... 7" 
Ashford (Kent).......... A2 Cardiganshire, County of $A2 Godalming _ ..........ceccsees Monte i seeseecseees gorges Stockport ...... ‘A 
Ashford (Middlesex) A Carlisle ........ sessanesesseeeeeees A Goole M.B.... zn om et Harboroug D. A Stockton R.D. ..... PY 
SHINGO: 5...000000<+ A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of A2 Gosport ........ A Ha et ba steseesceeeeeceeeeeeeees A Stockton-on-Tees .. ir 
Ashtead A anne, Cnty. of ar’ - oecarenacer M.B... ae — : - ace ator CB. a 
¥ DYNO cccccccroA | Carnforth .......ccccccccorsrcsses | Gravesend ........ «A | Melksham ......... ” oke Orchard ...... 
pee ye Brayto’ eB Castleford Great Yarmouth .............+6 A Melton Constable ..... AZ Stourbridge M.B. . 
——— R.D. (parts of) A‘ Caterham ... Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A oo Mowbray U.D oe Stourport U.D. .. a 
PS IERLY, oc, ceccsnncuseeeyes Chapel-en-le ; ‘ Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middiveb: seeee sane oe Stowmarket ......... Al 
Aylesby Cvorks) . — Charmy Down ....... Ri Guildford District .A2 Lee roug Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ......... <2 7 ee ay * ae. ee on Middieneh seeee “4 jonerwere District aay 
t fe uiseley ........ ne i oa : unningdale ............ ae 
ee as -— +f on eae ae aa aeaner ove Halesowen M.B cul oe = “4 Sutton Coldficid MB. _ 
Banbury ....... "A2 ema ne ae a - saueanke nae a, | ensihaen = — Scasagaexes Ad 
Barnard Castl BD cssenecsth pS eae Ow — a AZ Seaside”. "Ad a eoces Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........Al » sora — . - i = a woh 
Barrowsin-Furness a | Chesterfield MBA | Harpenden te a | Swinton UBL IA 
Chesterfield R.D................ Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B. 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Mee 
i Chester-le-Street U.D. 4 Hartlepool A NOWOULY — ..cecesceees Be Tenterden 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chichester Harwich A Saammatho-onives = Few sol ee - 
Cccccccccccccosoccces: a a Ww. cece ood 
ce Mg gaan Te a Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. .A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme A Thames i A 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough h Within end Hard New F Distri i cad 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A soem! ithin a ar “ae — ocbusee A2 td a PNITICE ccacs a Thetford .......... AD 
Basingstoke ............+ ars Ch ws DL neecececeeseceeseeeeenes 2 Hatfield (Herts.) .. ey ’ lewmarket......... id Thorpe Bay ........... i. 
Mail... ccsccce wr orley «A Haywards Heath ... «hee Newport, Mon. .. ey Thurrock U.D.C. Area .....A 
Clacton ..... Al Hemel Hempstead . iach Newport Pagnell AZ North of, to Billericay A 
Batley me 3 y 
Baxterle Al Cleethorpes A Henley-on-Thames «2 Newton Abbot ...... Al PUDUPY: <<.-.scccc<00ss- A 
“ae AL | CleCthOrpes ...seecceeeseeeeeeee- A =| Henley-on-Thames .........A2 | N€WLOM ADDOL «...ceererreeeAbh | THIDUTY ....c0eeeeeeeeeeeseeseeenes 
Beaconsfield & Distr: Al Clevedon Al a eee A2 Northallerton Dist. a% Todmorden . ‘A 
Beamis eet Cleveleys ... A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B.. ove Tonbridge .. At 
SS Mena Clitheroe ...... A BARAT UBAY sosvesseiscactacsseee A2 North Shields..... woke Torquay ... at 
Bearpark | a Coalville U.D. ..... A Hertford ...... soo Norton Radstock Al Totnes Al 
par sess 3 A 
Beccles eG: Cobham (Surrey).. oA Hexham U.D. A Norwich. ...........0 eek Trowbridge Vi 
Bedale R.D ner Colchester ..... A Heysham A Nottingham C.B. A Tunbridge Wells . Al 
Bedford ..... a Colne .... = High Wycombe . wT Nuneaton M.B A Tynemouth C.B er 
Bedlington A peat ica — ——nectie “er — Oakham U.D.. -A2 Uppingham (Salop) Al 
BIRR cis pecscteceints-seeee% A } een Pere as itehi ey 87-07. a Oldham ...... A Uttoxeter U.D. ........scseeee AQ 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A pears a Hitchin ..... A Ongar Bey Wakefield 
THEME TS SE A peti Mage no AS Hoddesdon A Ormskirk ........0..++ ys akefie ve 
Belton asc ‘ornwall, County of......fA2 Horley ..... .A2 Ossett and Horbury .........A Wallsend B. ... A 
Berkhamsted eS eo ~? Sgaleemmet A | Horsham .. co: ) KOREOR! creecsscvesactce A | Walsall C.B. A 
Berrington ....... Al pase “oh coe wd Horwich ...... we Oxted KE —— seas A 
Berwick District. ark Fanleigh — .....+.++ Huddersfield ook. P a alton-on-Naze Al 
Reverie x Crawley (Sussex) .A2 BME cos ccscsces aes ‘aignton . Wai e ng ccccecsseses cok 
ley .......... ove Par aa SrniGHO.. “A2 Peterborough seesees oe Warminster .. A? 
Bexhill-on-Sea A2 C Al Al W: 
Biggleswade .... oe TOMEL  seseseveee . Huntingdon (Staffs) A eer arrington ... A 
Crowborough A2 Pic ering Par eemenenns dan Warwick M.B. A 
Billericay ..... cco Cuckfield “A2 MEE: Lie cecucssnacinansd< cos Plymouth ik Wellinston U.D. i 
Billing ........ A PRE ‘ Ingatestone Al Pontefract ..........00. ay Wells “No folk) M 
Billingham U.D woods Dalton-in-Furness . Pex TBSWICR — oocc0e0 ey Pontypridd District .........A Wel r A 
Bilsthorpe_..... A Darlington District . sa Isle of Sheppey . AZ Portishead .......... “A ona Pay ane ee 
Birchington A2 —— Seceousasse seo Isle of Thanet... .A2 Portland Stoneyar a We oy ES he. B rn 
Birkenhead .... sg: MM ace et “A2 | Isle of Wight ........c0scscs--. i | See DR CD. «0 
Birmingham C.B. TA Denbigh Town . -A2 | Jarrow M.B. ae A Port Talbot hk | [ae 7 
Bishop Auckland A Derby C.B A = Preston sees 
; “ Keighley A rest A Westerham Al 
Bishop’s Stortford . A Devizes .......0000s -A2 oo laid a Pudsey ...... a West a 
Bispham  «.....--.0+++ A Devon, County of .. A2 Kenilworth U.D. ak PUIBGTOUBN.,..ccccesseeseossess A2 bo gael re A 
Blackburn... ok Dewsbury ........ oA. eee ag — PS a2 boa ri 4 dean cesses 
Bike SA | Biot 2 | ee | eee | ee 
Saeko re ow DSS nnvecesrzsee -A2 Kidderminster M.B. . A Rayleigh = Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blaydon U.D... A Sreeeieet C.B. a \ Ki Aegan I Readi i Wickford A 
Blidworth ... A MDOIMSDE & ccsssenssedchacaeseycors A amd too aa “At se a . Wika i 
Blyth ........ A Dorset, County of (except- Kinest na “Al Reddit h UD. — Wi nes .. " 
Bognor Regis .... A2 ing Poole, Swanage and Ki rh cig) — Redhill sp we Witter ri 
Boldon U.D. .. A Wimborne All)............ A2 enn el i UD ar Rip ill and Reigate . ae Wiking te a 
Bolsover U.D. .. ae Pema tee “A2 owen oroug: D.. — 1 Od  casseatniciwes oe Wil — \ 
Bolton ...... * Dovercourt mir NOWIE .....cseeeeeees . a = —— oun. - om age A 
Bourne End . Al Driffield U.D. Al Lancaster ..........- eck se etd “ “3 Wi “4 ounty 0 i 
Bournemouth ae Droitwich M.B. Al Leamington M. B. A no 0m MB. oo “<— Wind EStEE wee “a 
SISAL Farag scccuvecencnsues A2 Dudley M.B. Ry Leatherhead A ugby M.B.  ...seccesessseeees be sage ees Be 
Bradford ............. sr Dunstable ..... cu eee A Saffron Walden .............+. A2 ‘wakes saab 
Bradford-on-Avon ae Durham City LA Leicester C.B. ne St. Albans ..... oie Withan seenesevensas eT 
Oe Al iar Al Leighton Buzzard . Al St. Helens ee Wobinn onan a 
Breconshire, County of...A2 E GI re Mor eer Letchworth Seer Al St. Neots....... 2 Wo ing (District) . “") 
Brent Knoll ......c.0000-- A2 ae gue on. EE BOWES cscesecees .A2 Salisbury _ City... mys: a " 
Brentwood ... ee oo oye Distri we Lichfield M.B. me Salisbury Plain Ae olverhampton C.B. ii 
Bridlington ... A astwoo Ba Meh ead Lincoln C.B. ... oA Sawbridgeworth .. wach Woodbridge .......... si 
Ebbw Vale & District A F W. B A 
Brierfield . A el ed : SEUSS 5 Littlehampton . .A2 Saxmundham «A wollen C.B. A 
Brighouse . A El Rereteiee or otrnse nosh = Liverpool ........ en Scarborough A bar aoa ee : 
Brighton . A Evpi socverseeoe =: Llandudno .. Al Scunthorpe ... A Orksop . 
Bristol .... A neg 3 ee Llanelly A Selby ‘A Worthing  ......00..-.+ 
Broadstairs ......... A2 KOTEE ccccccccccccescccccocccces London * Sevenoaks “Al Wrexham (incl. 
Bromsgrove U.D.. A Fakenham Long Eaton ..... ok Sheerness A2 we seeeeseesecs | 
oS SRS yeoeese A Falmouth Loughborough M. «oo Sheffield A wr l an socccaceccesosoncaeente ‘aM? 
Broughton (Cheshire) ......A Fareham .... Louth M.B. ....... .A2 Shipley .......+< ee. ymondham “3 
BEET — sncsvarbasanbansasionens A Faversham BOWED. ae busacccncssusaccees A SROGDUFYRNES oon cccosccccsecess A TE ‘cdi A 


Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. } This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters, Solute and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


WomeEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 279 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
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CLYDE VALLEY 
Regional Planning Scheme 


GOME 27 years have passed since the 
persistent efforts of those who clearly 
gaw the dangerous trend of uncontrolled 
building operations secured the appointment 
of an advisory committee to investigate the 
position, said Mr. FRANK A. B. PRESTON, 
MTPI, general manager of Glenrothes 
Development Corporation, at a_ dinner 
arranged by the Scottish section of the Town 
and Country Planning Association recently. 
It was explained at the time, he continued, 
that the population of the region aggregated 
2m. or two-fifths of Scotland’s entire popula- 
tion, while the area embraced by the region 
covered only one-fortieth of the land area 
of Scotland, some 725 square miles. Twenty 
local authorities, with Glasgow at the centre, 
including the County Councils of Lanark, 
Dumbarton and Renfrew, agreed to co-oper- 
ate for the purposes of examining what was 
seen to be a most serious problem. It was, 
of course, not appreciated then that a quarter 
of a century later the problem would have 
increased enormously through the lack of 
sufficient effective regional control. The 
technical committee that was set up under 
the Convenership of the then City Engineer, 
Mr. Thomas Somers, valiantly tackled the 
problem of highway communications and 
produced a plan for the improvement of 
highways throughout the region, which 
remains of value and evidence of what was 
quickly achieved at that time. 

The coming into operation of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1929, while’ it 
reduced the number of planning authorities 
concerned, at the same time interrupted the 
efforts of this important committee. When 
the annual conference of the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers took place at Glasgow 
in June, 1932, I suggested in a paper on the 
subject “that within such a conglomerated 
industrial belt as that under review nothing 
less than the virtual replanning of selected 
areas of traffic congestion can be of perma- 
nent value.” It was early realised that 
private enterprise house building was spread- 
ing further and further outwards from Glas- 
gow into the surrounding rural areas. The 
outbreak of the last war checked this, which 
had been fostered by ever-expanding motor- 
ised transport. Since then the insistent search 
for sites for State-aided housing schemes has 
contributed greatly to the problem. It 
became recognised among the more thought- 
ful that there was an increasing inter- 
dependence but a lack of real co-ordinated 
planning among the local authorities of the 
region. A close relationship between the 
constituent local authorities was undoubted 
but the adherence of some authorities was 
half-hearted and indeed at times tended 
towards a state approaching armed neutrality 
on some subjects. Regional planning was 
then undervalued. That condition of affairs 
persisted and efforts were damped down 
during the war period: there followed a new 
Regional Committee set up under the Chair- 
manship of our member and guest, Mr. 
Hugh McCalman. With the outstanding pro- 
fessional abilities of Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
Professor Matthew and the staff available, a 
few stage with a wider outlook had been 
teached. The Regional Scheme for the 
Clyde Valley area produced by the full-time 
technical staff under the able guidance of 
these two planners stands to the credit of a 
team which undertook tasks impossible for 
the earlier technical committee composed of 
full-time loca! authority officials responsible 
for many statutory duties. 


THE BUILDER 


It has become accepted at long last and 
after some regrettable lost opportunities 
that the congestion and continuing over- 
urbanisation of the lower Clyde Valley must 
be brought under proper control. Unfor- 
tunately, this enlightened conception has 
been realised at a time of economic strin- 
gency when building and other operations 
are much more costly than during the inter- 
war period. This is in many respects to be 
deplored, but the pressure of circumstances 
in respect of transport, housing and industry 
combine to demand determined action free 
from further delays. The present Clyde 
Valley Planning Advisory Committee, under 
our friend Councillor Peter Meldrum, is to 
be congratulated on the continuing efforts 
they are making in order to secure combined 
action by local authorities, the Transport 
Commission and the Secretary of State as 
planning Minister for Scotland. It is a relief 
to note that the Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation has agreed to the construction 
of the Whiteinch-Linthouse cross-river tunnel 
with the indisputable traffic relief that the 
completion of this tunnel will secure not 
only for Glasgow but for the West of 
Scotland. 


Glasgow’s Overspill 


Recently the Association wrote the Secre- 
tary of State, strongly commending the pro- 
posal to build a new town at Cumbernauld, 
which project has been favourably received 
by Glasgow Corporation and the County 
Councils intimately concerned. The Associa- 
tion does not solely base their recommenda- 
tions on the powers of the New Towns Act, 
under the provisions of which the new 
towns of East Kilbride and Glenrothes are 
being built by Development Corporations. 
The Association is keenly aware that to. meet 
the urgency of the vast overspill problems 
facing the City of Glasgow, statutory powers 
already available to the Government are 
those most likely to provide initial relief. 
The accumulated experience of the nine new 
town Development Corporations responsible 
for dealing with the reception of transferred 
population from London should be of prac- 
tical value in this connection together with 
the experience of the two Scottish Corpora- 
tions. It is necessary to clearly impress on 
the public what is involved. The proposed 
new town at Cumbernauld is estimated to 
comprise 20,000 houses. For example, if 
the present Glasgow average annual output 
of houses could be concentrated there, the 
new town might be completed in about three 
to four years’ time. Such a town is. how- 
ever, only a small fraction of Glasgow's 
housing problem. It has been stated that 
some 140.000 new houses are required as 
speedily as possible. It has been suggested 
that, at the present rate of building, the 
City’s problem would take 40 or more years 
to solve, dependent on the average rate of 
building being maintained. Building is not 
the whole of this intricate problem; Glasgow 
has practically exhausted the available sites 
within the city boundaries and must look 
for ground further afield and, in fact, much 
further afield than they may care to admit. 
Experience indicated that additional new 
towns advocated by Abercrombie or their 
equivalent are essential. 

We have watched and appraised the efforts 
of three successive Clyde Valley Advisory 
Regional Planning Committees. These Com- 
mittees have helped greatly to bring regional 
planning problems into proper focus, both 
locally and nationally, but a further step 
seems necessary. There is a natural reluc- 
tance in many quarters to admit the need for 
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some workable form of regional administra- 
tion in order to avoid confusion and reduce 
avoidable delays. It is at least questionable 
whether an advisory committee can make 
satisfactory progress where questions of 
capital expenditure, local rating and regional 
administration are all virtually involved. 
Some hard thinking is required at the 
highest level in order that proper co-ordina- 
tion may be secured not only in relation 
to costs but in order that speedy progress 
may be made and delays due to gaps in 
the organisation avoided. The country 
cannot afford to view with complacency the 
present position. This problem is one of 
top priority and should be faced up to 
during the present year. 


LEAD PIPE INDUSTRY 
Provision of Technical Services 


THE British Non-Ferrous’ Metals 
Research Association, taking advantage of 
£15,000 allocated to it by HM Treasury from 
the sterling counterpart funds created to 
balance the dollar aid received by this coun- 
try under the USA Mutual Security Act, 
1952, is expanding the services it offers to 
industry in the application of research results 
and other scientific knowledge in production 
practice. Part of this expansion will be 
directed towards the provision of certain new 
technical services for the lead pipe industry. 

Very largely as a result of research spon- 
sored by the Lead Sheet and Pipe Manufac- 
turers’ Federation and carried out by the 
British Non-Ferrous Metals Research Asso- 
ciation over a number of years, knowledge 
of the mechanical properties of lead and the 
effects of extrusion conditions thereon has 
been accumulated. This body of knowledge 
now serves to show the way to improving 
the efficiency of the use of lead in domestic 
water distribution pipes. 

The manufacture of pipes in improved 
quality for pressure services would require 
close control of the metallurgical condition 
of the lead and of the manufacturing pro- 
cess. With the requisite degree of control 
of these factors, the optimum mechanical 
properties of the material could be realised 
and a superior product possessing both tech- 
nical and economic advantages obtained. 


CLINKER BLOCK FEDERATION 
Election of Officers 


AT the annual meeting of the Federation 
of Clinker Block Manufacturers, held in 
London on January 26, the following council 
members were elected: —Messrs. L. Herring 
(president), H. G. Friswell (vice-president), 
C. W. Buss (hon. treasurer), H. Bates, J. L. 
Chapman, O. Hoskin, C. R. Longley, J. H. 
Moore, T. K. Macdonald, W. E. Roberts, 
E. J. Reed, J. Reeve, A. E. Stone, A. G. 
Story, A. L. Wells. 


GARAGES ON LCC ESTATES 
Number to be Increased 


Owl1nc to the considerable increase in the 
demand for garages on LCC housing estates, 
the housing committee has decided that in 
future space will be reserved for garages 
numbering up to 10 per cent. of the number 
of dwellings. 

Hitherto the plans for new housing estates 
have included space for garages numbering 
not more than five per cent. of the total 
number of dwellings. 

The garages, which will be erected as and 
when needed, will be prefabricated and will 
be let at economic rents. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Golfing Dinner 


The first annual dinner of the RIBA Golf- 
ing Society was held at the Milestone Hotel 
on January 22, and attended by some 70 
members and guests. -Mr. Oliver Chester- 
ton proposed a toast to the Society, which 
was replied to by the president, Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, OM, FRIBA. This dinner is 
to become an annual event. 


Birmingham’s Building 

Speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Birmingham branch of the Federation of 
Master Builders, Group Capt. W. S. Allen, 
regional officer for the Ministry of Works. 
stated that the total building programme in 
the region was now £130m., which was a 
record figure 28 per cent. above that for 
the corresponding period last year. — 


Concrete Lectures 


The paper on “Recent Developments in 
Vacuum Concrete ” scheduled for February 
17 in the programme of meetings by the 
Reinforced Concrete Association, 94/98, 
Petty Erance, SW1, for the 1953-54 session 
has been postponed. In its place, Mr. E. 
Shepley, BSc, AMICE, will present a paper 
on “The Prestressed Concrete Framework 
for the Liverpool University Medical 
School.” The meeting will be at 11, Upper 
Belgrave-street, SW1, on February 17. 


Rents in New Towns 


Residents of Harlow New Town attended 
a public meeting on February 1 to protest 
against a clause in the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Bill’ which will give development 
corporations the right to put up rents. Of 
137 people present 134 voted in favour of a 
resolution which stated: “That this meeting 
of Harlow residents supports action by all 
democratic means to avert the proposed 
release from rent restrictions of development 
corporations because it could give them 
powers previously enjoyed only by elected 
bodies ” 


Reduced Estimates 

Scarborough Housing Committee have 
recommended a reduction of £7,000 on their 
estimates for the 1954-55 programme on the 
Eastfield housing estate. The estimates were 
referred back to the committee by the last 
town council meeting for the general hous- 
ing policy to be closely examined. The 
committee proposes that the programme 
should still be for 240 houses but that the 
saving of £7,000 should be made on roads 
and sewers, and the items which are to be 
submitted for approval are: £324,000 for 
houses; £14,000 for land, £43,000 for roads 
and sewers. 


Fibre Board Development 


The Fibre Building Board Development 
Organisation, Ltd., announces that Mr. Basil 
Marriott, LRIBA, FRSA, is relinquishing his 
appointment as Technical Director, by 
mutual agreement after a prearranged initial 
period. The post will not be filled pending 
reconsideration of governing policy, and Mr. 
Marriott will continue to be available in a 
consultant capacity to the organisation in so 
far as is compatible with his future activities. 
During the initial period Mr. Marriott has 
initiated and co-ordinated the direction of 
the organisation’s technical information ser- 
vice, particularly for architects and the build- 
ing industry. This work will be continued 
from the FIDOR offices at Melbourne 
House, Aldwych, London, WC2. 
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Tenders for Hardwood 


In order to complete the liquidation of 
their hardwood trading stocks, the Timber 
Directorate is inviting tenders for the pur- 
chase of this timber from anyone who wishes 
to buy it. Particulars from Deputy Director, 
Ministry of Materials, Timber Directorate, 
Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1. 


Housing Exhibition 

The News Chronicle “New  Eliza- 
bethan Homes” Exhibition is now on tour 
of some of the principal stores in the north 
of England. The exhibition consists of 10 
scale-model houses made from the winning 
plans chosen from entries submitted by 
architects in the “ Win a House ” competition 
organised by that newspaper. Display dates 
for the exhibition, admission to which is 
free, are as follows:—Rowntrees, Ltd., Scar- 
borough, February 15-27; Brown Muff, 
Ltd., Bradford, March 6-20; Heywoods, Ltd., 
Huddersfield, March 25-April 24; Industrial 
Co-op. Society, Ltd., Preston, May 3-15; 
Lewis’s, Ltd., Manchester, May 20-29; 
Matthias Robinson, Ltd., Leeds, June 9-19; 
Lindsey Price, Ltd., Hereford, October 8-22. 


Golfing Society 


The London Master Builders’ Association 
Golfing Society commence their 1954 pro- 
gramme with a Spring meeting, which is to 
be held at Walton Heath on April 30. This 
will be followed by matches with the RIBA 
Golfing Society on June 15 at West Hill; 
the Metropolitan Borough Engineers GS on 
June 29 at Hendon; the Ministry of Works 
GS on July 22 at St. George’s Hill, Wey- 
bridge; and the RICSGS on September 15 at 
Wentworth. These are to be followed by 
the annual dinner at the May Fair Hotel, 
WI, on September 23. The season closes 
with the Autumn Meeting and AGM to be 
held at Stoke Poges on September 30. New 
members would be welcomed to the Society, 
regardless of handicap, and should contact 
P. H. Bates, Hon. Secretary, The Old 
Brickworks, Church-road, Harold Wood, 
Romford. 











ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London Stocks. 
iis 
BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 
81ESSEX ROAD, LONDON,N.1 


Tetephone: CANonbury 4281 
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TRADE NEWS 
Fork Lift Trucks 
The comprehensive plant-hire flee; 


operated by George Cohen, Sons and Co, 
Ltd., Cunard Works, Chase-road, NWi0Q, 
has now been augmented by a fleet of 
diesel model ITD ‘“Stacatrucs,” which 
feature a 2-ton. 12-ft. lift. 


New Offices 


British Insulated Callender’s Construction 
Co., Ltd., have moved into new premises 
at 30, Leicester-square, WC2, where their 
telephone number is Trafalgar 7777. The 
central administrative offices of the paren 
company, British Insulated Callender’s 
Cables, Ltd., remain at 21, Bloomsbury. 
street, WC1. 

As part of a programme of expansion, 
new offices have been established by Evode, 
Ltd., at No. 1, Victoria-street, SW1. 


Apprentices’ Tour 


On January 22, 41 apprentices indentured 
to the Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 34, §1. 
James’s-street, SW1, and employed on con- 
tracts in London and the Home Counties, 
were taken on a tour of some of the com- 
pany’s contracts in London. The tour was 
conducted by Mr. C. P. Morley, director of 
the company, and a recently completed con- 
tract at China-walk was visited, followed by 
stops at Sumner-road, and Denmark Hill. 
During the afternoon further contracts were 
visited at Battersea and Stockwell. After 
tea in one of the site canteens, Mr. Edmund 
Booth, chairman of the company, presented 
£5 prizes to the two best apprentices in the 
area during 1953. Further visits are 
planned in order that the apprentices may 
gain further knowledge of all types of work. 
and of the materials they handle. 


Mobile Cranes 


A new range of “ Ardelt ” mobile cranes, 
capable of handling 1} tons at 60 ft.; 6 tons 
at 24 ft.; and 12 tons at 13 ft. radius is being 
distributed by Berend and Berend, Ltd, 
Kirkham House, Whitfield-street, Tottenham 
Court-road, W1. The basic crane can be 
fitted: with various jibs for a wide variety of 
duties, and the cranes are manufactured in 
14 basic models, mounted on pneumatics, 
rail-wheels or crawlers, in capacities up to 
15 tons. Westinghouse pneumatic controls. 
inter-synchronised working speeds and a high 
manceuvrability enable the driver to operate 
in confined areas. 


School Fenestration 


Emphasis on light has been an important 
feature in the design and construction of 
the recently completed Thorney-close secon- 
dary modern school for boys and girls a! 
Sunderland. The school has been built in 
horseshoe formation with the boys’ and girls’ 
sections in complementary juxtaposition, 10 
the same way as a pair of semi-detached 
houses. The architects were S. W. Milburn 
and Partners, of Sunderland, and construc- 
tion was carried out by Tarslag, Ltd., Stock- 
ton-on-Tees. The architects specified steel 
purpose-made windows throughout the 
school, and these have been designed to give 
a high degree of light throughout. All the 
connecting corridors have clerestory lights to 
the classrooms, and are also lit by borrowed 
lights from the classrooms themselves. The 
windows used in the schoo] have been manu- 
factured by Williams and Williams, Ltd., of 
Chester, and rustproofed by their zinc spray 
process. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


*Canada.—Legere Engineering Supplies, 
Ltd, 10, Bayswater-avenue, Ottawa, 
Ontario, have expressed interest in repre- 
senting UK manufacturers of air-conditioning 
units and petrol and electrically operated 
fork-lift trucks in the Ottawa area. Firms 
interested in this inquiry are invited to write 
by airmail direct to the company, giving full 
details about their products, prices in 
Canadian dollars, cif Canadian port, delivery 
that can be offered, etc. Inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to the Board of 
Trade, Export Services Branch, Chancery 
4411, Ext. 862. 


Far East——The Lilleshall Co., Ltd., of 
§t. George’s, Oakengates, Shropshire, who 
have recently been negotiating a large con- 
tract for buildings and structural steelwork 
in the Far East to the total amount of £14m., 
have been successful in securing the first part 
of the contract amounting to £350,000. The 
buildings alone involve a tonnage of 4,000 
tons, and are to cover an area of Im. sq. ft. 
These buildings have to be manufactured and 
dispatched in four months. 


Spain.—It has been reported that two new 
cement factories are to be built at Torre- 
donjimento, near Jaen, in Spain. 

A company has been formed :at Malaga 
for the manufacture of the latest type of 
nylon material, for which a factory will 
be constructed in the city. 

A projected law has been announced 
which aims to solve the problem of the lack 
of school buildings. New sites are to be 
acquired and a plan is in hand for the 
construction of 1,000 schools a year for the 


| next 10 years. Firms specialising in school 


building should make inquiries at the 
Embassy in London, as school construction 
is going to be one of the biggest projects 
in Spain for some time to come. 


Turkey—Another four new sugar mills 
are to be erected in Turkey it has been 
announced. They are to be built in the East- 
em Provinces of Erzurum, Erzincan, Elazig 
and Malatya. Interested firms should get in 
touch with this address: Seker Fabrikalari 
T.A.S. Genel Miidiirliigii, Atatiirk Bulvari, 
Ankara. 

A factory capable of an annual output of 
100,000 tons of fertilizer and 6.000 tons of 
nitric acid is to be constructed by a new 
firm, the principal shareholders of which are 
the Agricultural, Eti and Siimer Banks. 

The Ministry of Public Works has signed 
a protocol with a Los Angeles firm relating 
to the piping of natural gas for domestic and 
industrial use from the Murefte area of 
Thrace to Istanbul. The proposal is being 
considered by the Council of Ministers. 

The Electrical Studies Department of the 
Ministry of Public Works has recommended 
the installation of a 3,000 kw. hydro-electric 
plant on the Lyidere River in the Rize area. 


The Eti Bank is to put out tenders for the - 


180 km. of overhead power lines to provide 
current for Ankara. 


Housing Minister, Barbadoes 


Mr. M. E. Cox has been appointed 
Minister of Communications, Works and 
Housing, in the first ministry in Barbadoes. 


Local Cement Production, Uganda 


One of the difficulties facing the builders 
on the Jinja Dam at Owen Falls in Uganda, 








foneto™ the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
Oormation Service. 
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the DSIR inform us, was lack of a locally 
made cement. By the time cement has been 
shipped out to Mombasa and brought up 
country by rail the cost is more than 
doubled. The problem has now been solve 
by research at the Building Research 
Station, DSIR. A cement works, based on 
processes discovered at the BRS, has been 
opened at Tororo, Uganda. The cement 
works is considered to be one of the most 
important steps in the industrialisation of 
the country. Its annual output is 60,000 
tons. The Queen is to open the Owen Falls 
Dam on April 29. 


Swedish Industries Fair 


Since January 1 last, house-building in 
Sweden has been allowed without first get- 
ting permission from the authorities. Ever 
since 1942 it has been necessary to apply 
for and obtain a permit to build all and 
every type of building and structure. The 
only restriction now remaining is that which 
actually governs the time at which the 
building operations are to commence, in 
order to prevent all building from being 
carried out during the summer months, the 
idea being that, by ensuring that building 
continues at practically the same rate all 
the year round, more regular employment 
is provided. This restriction, however, will 
not apply to the building of villas. Cabinet 
Minister Gunnar String, who handles build- 
ing matters on behalf of the Government, 
has stated that it would be possible to 
increase the housing production considerably 
if the time of erection could be shortened. 
The amount of money available for invest- 
ment in building operations is also obviously 
limited. It is, therefore, particularly desir- 
able to rationalise building to as great an 
extent as possible by the use of mechanical 
equipment such as lifting cranes, hoists, 
excavators and the like. This will help in 
saving labour, the most essential feature, and 
also help to shorten erection time, which 
will be an aid towards lower costs. With 
this in mind the International Fair in May, 
1954, at Gothenburg, will devote a consider- 
able amount of space, particularly out-of- 
door space, to mechanical equipment of 
various kinds. Further particulars about the 
Fair can be obtained from Messrs. John E. 
Buck and Co., 47; Brewer-street, London, 
W1; Telephone: Gerrard 7576. 
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The Obsolete City 


MPHE planning of Britain’s new towns was 
severely criticised by Mr. R FURNEAUX 
JoRDON, FRIBA, when he delivered a lec- 
ture on “The Obsolete City” to a meeting 
of the Edinburgh Architectural Association. 
““The new towns worship the god of low 
density which was set up as a reaction 
against the nineteenth-century overcrowd- 
ing, but it does not in itself have any archi- 
tectural meaning at all,” he commented. 

The new towns lacked the live spark, both 
social and architectural, in failing to have a 
communal group of public buildings in the 
centre. He suggested that town planners 
should have in mind four abstractions when 
they designed future towns, rather than con- 
crete images. 

The good city was a civilising thing in 
itself; an instrument of progress, and a place 
where mind worked upon mind. It must 
have clarity of form, not only architectural, 
but social, in that it proclaimed its own 
nature. It must have compactness, and be 
clearly delimited from the adjoining country- 
side, and it must respect the individual. 

Compactness in our great industrial cities 
was now a lost cause, he declared. It was 
too late to put a limiting line round them. 
It could have been, but it was not, put 
round the new towns. 

“Is it too late,” he asked, “to put it 
round towns which have not yet been 
built? ” 

Compactness was an expression of some- 
thing which was important—it was an ex- 
pression of the city as a healthy organism. 

“Tl think we may roughly describe city 
and country as the lively intellect and the 
healthy body,” he continued. Every 
healthy organism made a clear visual state- 
ment about its own nature. The making of 
new cities and the rebuilding of old ones 
raised the very important question of to what 
extent town planning cculd ever be recon- 
ciled with liberty. He reluctantly came to 
the conclusion that the making of cities was 
not reconcilable with liberty, but where the 
new towns had gone wrong was that they 
had tried to please all the people all the 
time. 

The society which was going to build 
cities had to be humble and define the 
individual and respect him to the uttermost 
and build the city for him, said Mr. Jordan. 
It involved a balance of sacrifice and com- 
pensation between the individual and the 
town planner. There must be fewer large, 
open spaces and more carefully designed 
urban spaces. 

““We have, to-day, to give to the citizens 
of a new town not the uncontrolled spaces 
which he is getting in most of the 14 new 
towns,” stated Mr. Jordan, “but genuine, 
urban spaces and real country within reach.” 

What must not be done, and was being 
done, was the spreading out of a population 
of 40,000 over an area equivalent to the 
greater part of Edinburgh. 

It was very important to have a clear 
definition of the use of spaces in modern 
cities. The biggest problem of the old 
cities was the complete revolution of trans- 
port in this century. Architects, suggested 
Mr. Jordan, had not broken away sufficiently 
from the nineteenth-twentieth century idea 
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that a city consisted of a series of traffic 
arteries. All commercial concerns, he 
thought, should be compelled to absorb their 
own car parking and not encroach on spaces 
intended for other purposes. 


These abstractions were not working in the 
new towns. In the 14 being built it was too 
late to absorb them. For the sake of the 
rest of the population of Britain, the line 
between town and country, at least, had to 
be drawn. 


Glasgow School Prizegiving 


THE ARCHITECT who tried to do any 
original thinking had to spend far too much 
of his time “listening to, and attempting to 
answer, the most puerile and ridiculous 
criticism,” | commented Mr. GORDON 
RUSSELL, Director of the Council of Indus- 
trial Design, addressing students of Glasgow 
School of Architecture at their annual prize- 
giving. 

“No one will suggest that anyone could 
carry out an operation—that is a job for a 
surgeon, but it seems to me that there is no 
one who does not think that he is a born 
planner of buildings, however little informa- 
tion he may have on the subject. 


“The architectural profession as a whole,” 
he continued, “has done far too little to 
interest potential clients in what good archi- 
tecture is. There is far too little professional 
criticism of new buildings.” 


It was, continued Mr. Russell, extremely 
important that people should not get the 
impression that the only materials worth 
using to-day were the new materials. Thev 
did not want to have standardised buildings 
all over the world. On the other hand, the 
whole countryside was being altered very 
much for the worse by people who had not 
obtained architectural advice. There was no 
reason: why buildings should be ugly just 
because they were made by machine methods. 


In the past the architect had interested 
himself mainly in grand and monumental 
buildings in which he designed all detail 
specially, and because of that he was apt to 
look down on standard production. That is 
a most foolish attitude, and one which has 
left the architect to-day with very few well- 
designed things to choose from in almost the 
only price range in which he can now operate 
the publicly-financed buildings. 


“For that reason it is important that the 
private patron should come back into build- 
ing again. A certain amount of experimental 
work can be undertaken by the private 
patron, and that can be pursued later in 
large-scale work.” 


Mr. Russell said that something the office 
training had given the student which the 
architectural school had lost was a much 
closer relation to the actual work of building 
going on, and visits to sites. That seemed 
to him important in that the architect above 
all people must get to know how to handle 
men. He could do his job only if he could 
co-ordinate the activities of a great many 
people. 


“The school does give many things, but 
it cannot tell you much about the handling 
of men. This has got to be learned in the 
hard school of doing it,” he added. 


Dr. J. NoRMAN CRUICKSHANK, chairman of 
the governors of the school, said that it was 
very difficult to retain professional integrity 
in the professions to-day. It was only by 
everyone engaged in professional work stick- 
ing to their professional status, and refusing 
to be reduced to a lower level, that they 
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could retain the honour of the profession to 
which they belonged. 


PROFESSOR W. J. SMITH pointed out that 
the schoo] had reached its jubilee and that 
had been marked by several notable successes 
by their students in open competitions. 


The demand for young architects with 
training in town planning continued, and all 
who had completed their post-graduate 
courses had really secured appointments. 


Post-graduate diplomas in town planning 
were Ovtained by the following:—A. H. 
Bannerman, ARIBA, J. B. Davidson, DA 
(Glas), W. R. Mackie, DA (Glas), J. D. W. 
Maxwell, DA (Glas), R. S. Noble, DA (Glas) 
(with distinction in civic design), M. O. 
Onafowokan. BSc, ARIBA, F. J. L. Steeds, 
DA (Glas), and A. D. Wilson, ARIBA. 


Architect’s Visit to USA 


PROFESSOR R. H. Matthew, Chair of 
Architecture, Edinburgh University, is to 
visit the School of Architecture at California 
University in Berkeley and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Boston for the 
purpose of studying post-graduate methods 
of architectural research, 


He has been granted leave of absence for 
four weeks by the University Court. He will 
also attend the Fourth Architectural Con- 
vention in Australia during this time.. He 
is to give two papers to the convention. 


Use ef Mechanical Plant 


SPEAKING at Glasgow as principal guest 
of the Scottish Plant Owners’ Association 
on the occasion of the Association’s annual 
dinner, MR. FRANK A. B. Preston, PPIMunE, 
MIStructE, FRSE, said that the president, 
Mr. Francis J. C. Lilley, and members of the 
Association, were providing a_ valuable 
service in respect of building and civil 
engineering undertakings. In support of this 
he proceeded to say that the manufacture 
and use of mechanical plant had made an 
increasing impact on contract work. To 
bring the position into focus he had obtained 
information from the: Ministry of Works 
that illustrated this quite simply. In Scot- 
land during 1953 £25m. worth of contract 
work had been completed over that of the 
previous year. This was of particular inter- 
est even after allowances were made for 
increases in the cost of labour and materials 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s, 24, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
- Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
d. 
Ist ‘ 25 39 1 
2nd i 334 53 iy 
3rd A 50 719 9 
4th : 663 106 4 
Sth : ie 75 119 74 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 
probationary period) es oe +s 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 2 104 











when it was realised that the total labour 
force had remained static. One had to look 
for this increased output either from the 
greater productivity of the men employed or 
for the greater and more enlightened use of 
modern plant and machinery. As there was 
no present evidence of an increasing labour 
force, it was evident that increased reliance 
must be placed in the use of mechanised 
plant in skilled hands. 


The redevelopments that were fore 
shadowed to secure the dispersal of popula 
tion and industry from congested areas as 
an agreed measure of national policy, when 
brought into effect would give a wide field 
for those types of employment in which 
members of the Association were particularly 
interested. The large anticipated volume of 
house construction for the City of Glasgow 
alone and for other local authorities in the 
Clyde Valley region offered a valuable 
impetus to the members of the Association 
against the future. Those who were per 
sonally engaged on similar vast programmes 
were constantly being adjured to secure the 
greatest possible productivity with the least 
expenditure of man-hours. Mr. Preston 
ventured to say that there might be author 
ised during the course of this new year one 
or more new towns in the development of 
which mechanised plant could be extensively 
used. This was equally true regarding 
Scotland. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Carnwath.—Plans prepared and approved for eight 
Council houses to be erected at the Park site, for 
which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Chryston.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
Lanarkshire police houses to be erected at Muirhead, 
for which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Cleland.—Consent granted by Lanarkshire CC to 
the erection of Knowenoble housing site of 22 house 
for which the County Housing A is Samuel MacColl 
(A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Coalburn.—Plans prepared and approved for nt¥ 
staff accommodation and workskops, etc., at Auch 
lochan, for the National Coal Board, Lugar Works, 
Cumnock, Ayrshire. 

East Kilbride.—Sketch plans prepared for a ne# 
school for Lanarkshire at an est. cost of £135,000. 
The County A is William Watt (F), County Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

East Kilbride.—Consent granted by Lanarkshire CC 
to the erection of 12 houses at the Mains housilg 
site (1), for which the architect is Frank Scott (), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. ( 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted in Dean of Guild 
Court to Wm. Younger & Co., Ltd., for alterations 
to premises at Holyrood-rd. at a cost of £15,000. 
Warrant granted North British Distillery Co., Ltd. 
for erection of five-storey distiller’s duty free wate 
house at Westfield-rd. at an est. cost of £165,00. 
Warrant granted National Coal Board to erect jeney “4 
tory buildings on the North Gyle estate between. 
Maybury-rd. and the Glasgow-rd., Corstorphine 
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Warrant granted Blyths, Ltd., drapers, Early Gray- 
st, to erect an extension to showrooms at a cost of 
£9,000. Warrant granted Greensmith Downes, Ltd., 
putfitters, to form a bridge between their properties 
ata cost of £3,300. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
ions for Thomson, Son & White, Gordon-st., which 
are to be constructed at Dalziel-dr. The architects 
ge William Baillie & Son (F&A), Accountance-bldgs., 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans 
Qsbourne & Hunter, 


prepared for new building for 
Ltd., to be erected at North 
Frederick-st., these being by their own architects, 127, 
Douglas-st., ‘Glasgow. 

Greenock. —Work will start next month on the 
erection of a new central bus depot at Ladyburn at a 
cst of £150,000. It is hoped it will be ready for 
occupation within 12 months. It will have accommo- 
dation for 250 vehicles. 

Hamilton.—Plans prepared and approved for addi- 
tions and alterations for Youth Employment Centre, 
for which the architect is William Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Kilmarnock.—The quantity surveyor for the 4 shops 
and 17 houses to be erected at Dean-st. is Mr. T. C 
Stewart, FRICS, Portland-st., Kilmarnock, 
as reported in our issue of January 22. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new _ transport 
garage to be erected at London-rd., Carmyle. The 
architects are John Laird & Son (F), 57, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire. 


and noi 





Plans to be prepared for new hostel, 
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also new halls to be erected at Bonkle-rd., Newmains. 
The architect is James Wallace (F), 172, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for 60 yg 
for the Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., 
be erected at the Kildare housing site, Lanark. The 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new build- 
ings, etc., at the Waterloo Garage site, for James & 
Alexander Riddell, Ltd. The architect is George 
Watson, Caddmillside, Drove-rd., Lanark. 

Larkhall.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for new warehouse buildings (Block 8) to be erected at 
the Industrial estate by the Scottish Industries Estates, 
Ltd., 3, Woodside-pl., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, WC3. 

Larkhall.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection at Strutherhill housing site of 66 houses, for 
which the architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lesmahagow.—Sketch plans prepared for a new 
Protestant prim, sch. for Lanarkshire at an est. cost 
of £68,500. The architect is William Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lesmahagow.—Plans prepared and approved for new- 
garage works for John Skelton & Son, 3, Woodbridge- 
rd., Leicester. 

Rutherglen.—Warrant has been granted by the 
Dean of Guild Court for an extension to the factory 
of A. G. McFadden & Co., Ltd., Caledonia Works, 
Rutherglen, at Farmeloan- rd. "Approximate cost, 
£12,000. 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission ef tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 8. 

*Dudley CBC.—Four houses with flats over, High- 
st, Woodside. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
March 1. 

FEBRUARY 12. 


*tBucks CC.—Pair of police houses, junction Upper 


Belmont-rd. and Windsor-rd., Chesham. County A, 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tDunstable Boro.—42 houses, Downside estate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 3. 

*tSouthampton CBC.—Mansel-rd. junior and _ in- 
fants’ school (560 places). Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders 
by March 15. 

infants’ school 


*tSouthampton CBC.—Ludlow-rd. 
(360 places). Boro’ A. Dep. £ 
March 15, 

**Southampton CBC.—New offices and alterations 
at Sholing (Middle-rd.) infants’ school. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by March 15. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
*tBeds EC.—Alteration and extension, 3, 
downe-rd., Bedford. County A, Bedford. 


FEBRUARY 15. 
*tHalifax CB.—Various works for erection of 3 
blocks of shops with flats over. BE, Crossley-st. 
*tIslington MBC.—98 flats at Dame-st. T.C. 
33s. Tenders by March 22, 
*tWestbury UDC.—{a) Six houses; (b) 12 houses; 
aid (c) 8 houses and 9 flats at Oldfield Park. F. 
Featherstone, Clerk of C. 


FEBRUARY 17. 
*tEast Suffolk CC.—Two flats for midwives, Kes- 
grave, near Ipswich. E. J. Symcox (F), County A, 
wich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 10. 
*tNorthumberland CC.—Two additional classrooms 
at Wallsend Grammar School. County A. 


FEBRUARY 18. 
*Luton BC.—Four shops with flats over, Yeovil-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*Merthyr Tydfil CBC.—Public convenience at Tre- 
tris, BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 20. 


*tMiddlesbrough CBC.—{a) Middle Beck No. 2 
‘ounty secondary school, Ormesby-rd., including site 
Works; (b) Longiands county college, Dougl as-st., and 
tite works. Director of Education. Dep. £5 5s. each 
Poject. Tenders by March 19. 


Tenders by 


Lans- 


Dep. 


Towyn UDC.—Erection of 12 houses. 
Jones, clerk, Council Offices. Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
Cardigan CC.—Three police houses at Cae’r gog-ter., 
Aberystwyth, County A, County Hall, Aberayron. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
*Northfleet UDC.—R.c. underground control centre. 
E&s. 
FEBRUARY 24. 


Knighton UDC.—Erection of 14 houses and site 
works at Pontfaen site, Ludlow-rd. C., Town Hall, 
Knighton, Radnorshire. Dep. £5 5s. 


FEBRUARY 25. 


B. Glyn 


*Northfleet UDC.—20 houses in Bedford-rd. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
*Luton BC. —119 houses at Ramridge estate. BE. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
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Prompt action is essential when dealing with 
these increasingly dangerous timber pests, 
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MARCH 2. 

*Guildford RDC.—Two pairs of houses, The Ridges, 

Artington. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 5. 
A oy saa CBC.—Doctor’s house in Soythcote-la. 

oro . 

MARCH 6. 

*Widnes BC.-—Additional office accommodation at 
Street Lighting Department, Lowerhouse-la. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

MARCH 8. 

*Chester RDC.—28 houses, Christleton. T. C. R. 

Eaton (A), architect, 16, White Friars. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Littlehampton UDC.—16 houses and -flats, Wick- 
bourne estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 10. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Temporary chapel at Kinson 
Cemetery. Boro’ A. ep 2s. 
NO DATE. 
Ince.—Nine cottages at Petticoat-la. J. Lowe & 


Sons, Central-chbrs., Market-sq., Wigan. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 16. ; 
*Hertford BC.—lInterior painting and repairs, etc., 
The Castle and the Covered Market. E&S. Dep 


£2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Newbury BC.—BS. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 19. 
Brierley Hill UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) : 
Mansfield Woodhouse UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Bedworth UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) ; 
Caernarvonshite CC.—County S. (Materials.) 
Cheshire CC.—County S. (Materials.) 
Neath BC.—BE. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 22. ' 
*British Electricity Authy. (N.W. Div.).—Painting 


work, Trafford Generating Station, Trafford Park, 
Manchester, 17. P. H. Flatt, Div. Sec., 825, 
Wilmslow-rd., Manchester, 20. 

Ipswich CB.—BE&S. (Materials.) 

Jarrow BC.—BE. (Materials.) 

Siough BC.—BE. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 23. 
Leighton Buzzard UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 27. 
Bury CB.—BE. (Materials.) 


NO DATE. : 
*+Jarrow BC.—BE. (Materials and Services.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 17. 
+Eastry RDC.—Main sewerage and sewage disposai 
in the parish of Wingham. D. Balfour & Sons, 
MM.ICE, consultant engineers, 131, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £5 
FEBRUARY 19. . 
Ploughley RDC.—Laying of spun-iron water mains 
at Newton-Purcell. E&S. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 22. | 
*Coventry TC.—Conveniences, Precinct. 
Dep. £2. : : 
Widnes BC.—Main outfall drainage works, portion 


City E. 


No. 2, at Ditton neighbourhood unit, BE&S. Dep. 
£2 2s 

Winchester TC.—Winnall main sewer. City E, 
Guildhall, Winchester. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 23. 
Brixworth RDC.—Main drainage in the parishes of 


Maidwell and Draughton. Pick, Everard, Keay and 
Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Repton RDC.—Hilton sewerage and sewage dis- 


posal. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, engineers, 
6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 25. . 

Birmingham City C.—Road bridge over River Rea 
at Northfield. City E&S. Dep. 2s 

Runcorn UDC.—Construction of "Bastenene. S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 1. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme RDC.—About 6,560 lin. yds. 

sewers, bacteria bed, etec., at Audley, contract No. 5. 


A. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple- row, Birmingham, 2. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

*Wrexham BC.—Roads and sewers. Rhosenessney 
estate; footpath, Deva-way; community _ centres, 


Queen’s Park; Acton Park and Holt-rd. BE&S, 31, 
Chester-st. Dep. £1 Is. each. 
MARCH 3. / 
*Feltham UDC.—Laying of footpaths, etc., Salis- 
bury-rd. E&S., Lynton House, 13, Hanworth-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 8. 


Warwick RDC.—About 1} miles’ sewers, 1} miles 
pumping mains and two pumping stations at Radford 
Semele, near pe ge Spa. , & 
Watson, MM.ICE, » Queen Anne’ s-gate, Westmin- 

ster, SW1. Dep. £6 Pa 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—FLATS AND MAISONNETTE.—Hsg. Com. 
recommend the approval of preliminary plans pre- 

ared by Howes and Jackman, FF.RIBA, 1, Verulam- 
Co. Gray’ s Inn, WC1, for the erection of two flats 
and one maisonnette on the site of No. 23, Prince of 
Wales-dr., at estimated cost £5,670. 

Battersea,x—DEVELOPMENT.—BC have purchased 
from the British Transport Commission some land 
alongside the railway between Ravenet-st. and 
Southolm-st. 

Camberwell.—NursERY SCHOOL.—The purpose of a 
site at the housing estate between Lordship-la. and 
Dulwich Common for the erection of a nursery — 
with 40 places is recommended by LCC Ed. 

City.—REBUILDING.—The Mercers’ ceumeay “are 
proposing to rebuild their hall at the corner of Cheap- 
side and Ironmonger-la. Sketch plans submitted to 
the City Corpn. have been approved, and these were 
prepared by Gunton and Gunton, FF.RIBA, Empire 
House, St. Martins-le-Grand, 

Dagenham.—DweEL1ING- -HOUSES. —Hsg. Com. have 
given planning consent to the detailed plans sub- 
mitted by Parrish (Builders), Ltd., Billet-la., Horn- 
church, for the erection of 208 dwelling-houses in 
Valentines-way and Eastbrook-dr. 

Dagenham.—HouseEs.—Bye-law permission has been 
granted to proposals by W. H. Feasey & Sons, Ltd., 
295, Eastern-ave., Ilford, for the erection of 42 houses 
in Mew-rd. 

Dagenham.—F.ats.—The erection of flats for old 
people on the Marks Gate estate has been proposed by 
TP Com. 

Dagenham.—DeEvEi OPMENT.—BC is recommended 
to seek planning permission to the development of two 
atone cagetle of accommodating 700 dwellings at Brent- 
wood. 

Friern Barnet.—DweELLiINGs.—Proposals submitted 
by the East Barnet UDC providing for the erection 
of four dwellings on land at Netherlands-rd., New 
Barnet, have been given approval by Friern Barnet 
TP Com. 

Friern Barnet.—Fiats.—TP Com. have approved 
revised plans for the erection of four flats on land 
adjoining No. 47, Temple-ave., N20, by Day (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 705, High-rd., 12 

Friern Barnet.—EXTENSIONS. :—Proposals by Direct 
Dry Cleaners, Ltd., for the extension of their factory 
at No. 66, Athenzum- rd., N20, have been approved by 
TP Com. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—An outline application by 

F. Randall, Ltd., bldrs., 219, oodhouse-rd., 
Ni2, for the erection of four houses fronting Torring- 
ton Park, junction Friern Barnet-la., N11, has been 
given TP consent. 

Greenwich.—Primary SCHOOL.—LCC Ed. Com. pro- 
Pose to provide a new county primary school on part 
of the Brooklands Park housing site. with 280 places 
initially, and an additional 280 places later. It is 
probable that the scheme will be pacenee in the 
educational building programme for 1955-5 

St. Marylebone.—ScHoo_.—Part of Castlereagh- st. is 
to be included in the site for the proposed Hampden 
Gurney CE primary school. 

St. Pancras.— rt i.-HOUSE.—MBC are recom- 
mended to lease a site in Regent’s Park Area ‘“‘A’”’ 
to Mann, Crossman and Paulin, Ltd., Whitechapel- 
rd., El, for the erection of the ‘* Ancient Briton ’’ 
public- house. 

St. Pancras.—SiTE Acquisition.—Hsg. Development 
Com. recommend the acquisition of an area of 1.23 
acres, bounded by Nos. 1 to 21 (conse.), Athlone-st., 
Nos. 1 to 39 (odd), Warden-rd., Lyndhurst Hall and 
the railway viaduct. The area is capable of accom- 
modating 123 persons in 34 dwellings, as a result of 
redevelopment. 

St. Pancras.—Housinc Situation.—The following 
extracts are from a statement submitted recently by 
Hsg. Com. showing the progress position of some of 
the various permanent housing schemes. 

Detailed drawings (i) Approved: Lamble-st. 
Stage), 27 flats: Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘ B’’), 100 flats. 
(ii) Awaiting approval: Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘ C ’’— 
2nd stage), 40 flats: Goldington-cres. (No. 1), 62 flats. 
(iii) Being prepared: Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘ A ’’—re- 

mainder), 176 flats, 

Preliminary drawings (i) Awaiting approval: Allcroft- 
td. (No. 1), 50 flats. (ii) Being prepared: Clarence- 
way (remainder), 58 flats; Regent-sq. (No. 1), 205 flats; 
Sidmouth-mews (No. 1), 93 flats; Peckwater-st. (No. 
5) Extension, 107 flats; Albert-st. (No. 1), 64 flats. 

Properties acquired include: Regent’s Park (remain- 
ing Crown Area), 544 flats. Power of compulsory 
purchase granted for Athlone-st. (No. 1). Acquisition 


(2nd 


sought for Heathcote-st. (No. 1), 17 flats; Arlington- 
rd. (No. 1), 12 flats; Brunswick-sq. (No. 1); Camden- 
sq. (No. 2), 46 flats; Spencer-rise (No. 1), 46 flats: 


Weedington-rd. (No. 3), 52 flats; Rhyl-st. (No. 1), 
flats; Burghley-rd. (No. 2), 16 flats, 211 flats. 
Wandsworth.—ScHooL.—LCC are recommended to 
acquire a site in land in Cedars-rd. for inclusion in 
the site of the proposed rebuilt Clapham parochial 
E school (280 places). 

Westminster.—APPoINTMENTS.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, 
Bedford-sq., WC1, as quantity surveyors. and Bryan 
Donkin, BA, MIEE, 3, Victoria-st., SW1, as con- 
sulting heating engineers in connection with the 
erection of flats on Section 3 of the Churchill-gdns. 
housing scheme. The architects for the scheme are 
Powell & Moya, AA.RIBA, 36, Great Smith-st., SW1. 

Wood Green.—Fiats.—BE has been instructed to 

prepare alternative sketch plans for the erection of 
three-bedroom flats on three sites in Grosvenor-rd. 
Plans have been submitted by BE for the erection of 
a communal hall in Vincent-sq. 


Woolwich.—REVELOPMENT.—BE has submitted a 
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scheme for the redevelopment of the area bounded by 
Woolwich Church-st., Kingsman-st., Lord Warwick-st., 
and Chapel-hill by the erection of one block of 3- 
storey flats, 4 blocks of 4-storey maisonnettes, 2 blocks 
cf shops with maisonnettes over, and a site for a 
public-house. Hsg. Com. have approved the scheme 
in principle, and stage 2 TP approval is to be applied 
for. A 5-storey point block will be erected on the 
south side of Lord Warwick-st. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Amble.—UDC requests further allocation of 35 
houses for erection this year. S, A. Livesey, Council 
Offices, Amble. 

Ashington.—NCB have scheme in view to build 
colliery machinery maintenance workshops at cost over 

£250,000.—Site of two acres secured, and it is hoped 
to start building this year. Mr. Donald Hindson, 
Ashington, is area general manager. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Lancs EC to 
phase of College of Further 
£101,973 est. 
Preston. 

Atherton.—Baptist Church propose 
Church on Hag Fold estate. 

Bakewell.—RDC propose following houses: Six -at 
Bradwell; 10 at Calver; six at Chelmorton; six at 
Grindleford; six at Hathersage; six at Tideswell, six 
at Winster and four at Youlgreave. 

Barnsley.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. appointed 
W. J. Wallace & Son, 1/3, Eberle-st., Liverpool, as 
consulting engineers for reinstatement works at Mount 
Vernon Hospital. 

Bebington.—TC propose erection of 42 houses on 
Glenburn estate, and 74 on Mill Park estate. 

Birmingham.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved in prin- 
ciple the following schemes:—Provision of thoracic 
surgical and orthopedic beds, by adaptation of top 
floor, Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton, £10,000; con- 
struction of new kitchen block and staff dining facili- 
ties, Good Hope Hospital, Sutton Coldfield, £23,000. 

Bradford.—Mills Scaffolding Co., Ltd., Highfield- 
rd., Manchester, propose erection of buildings at 
Stanley-rd. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved layout by Surveyor for 
94 houses and flats on New Broad-st. estate.—Worcs 
EC have made following appointments in connection 
with proposed College of Further Education at Alces- 
ter-rd. Clarke, Nicholls & Marcel, Westbourne-gr., 
London, structural engineers; Oswald A. Wainwright, 
Birmingham, as quantity surveyor. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC approved plans, houses at 
Bittell-rd., Barnt Green, for Shipway & Partners; erec- 
tion of farm buildings at Newhouse Farm, Lea End, 
for P. D. Bickle. 

Carlisle.—Plans 
houses in Beaumont-rd., for 
builders, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Chesterfield.—EC received approval 
sch. at Newbold in 1954 programme. 
cockson & Cutts, 12, Saltergate. 

Chesterfield.—BC approved layout for 16 bungalows 
at Winborne-cres.; seek Ministry approval for 18 flats 
at Pevensey estate and Old Whittington. site; BC 
approved plans: Extensions to Chesterfield Cong. 
Church, Soresby-st., for Trustees; extensions to works 
at Wheatbridge-rd., for Robinson & Sons, Ltd. 

Consett.—North-Eastern Trading Estates, Gates- 
head, to build factory of about 3,000 sq. ft. on Castle- 
side Trading Estate, Consett, for Light Fabrication, 
Ltd., Consett. 

Consett.—UDC to let contract for erection of 28 
houses at Moorside to plans by Eltringham & Lowes, 
Derwent-st,, Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Cumberland. —CC Standing Joint Com. proposes 
erecting four senior police officers’ houses and six 


erect second 
Education this year, 
Cty. A, G. Noel Hill, County Offices, 


erection of 


approved for erection of eight 


John Laing & Sons, 


for new sec. 
Architects, Wil- 


constables’ houses at Carleton Hall, Penrith, at 
£27,000. Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., 
Carlisle. 
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Derby.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. to appoint 
T. H. Thorpe & Partners, 41, Friargate, Derby, ag 
architects for improvements to Ashbourne Ma steraity 
Home, and Young & Hall, 9, Southampton-roy , WCl, 
for development of Derby City Hospital. 

Droitwich.— RDC approved plans for nine bunga. 
lows at De Wyche Park estate, Wychbold 

Dukinfield.—TC propose erection of 34 bungalows 
and two houses at Lodge-la. site. ~ 

Durham.—Cty. EC proposing start with building of 
technical college at Peterlee this year. Plans by Cty, 

R. Clayton, Court-la. 

Eccles.—TC approved plans, ,church and Presby. 
tery at rear of Swanage-rd., for RC Diocese of Sa). 
ford; new hostel at Half Edge-la. .» for Lanes CC, 

Ennerdale (Cumberland).—Egremont Co-op. Soc, to 
erect shop premises on Gully Flatts housing scheme, 

Garstang.—RDC propose erection of 18 houses at 
Hambleton, 12 at Great Eccleston and 12 at Stalmine, 

Halesowen.—IC approved application by S. I. Stur. 
man, Secretary of Halesowen Christadelphian Church, 
for erection of church at Bromsgrove-rd., 95 houses 
on Dunstall-rd. and Fallowfield- rd., Hasbury Farm 
estate, for A. & J. Mucklow, Ltd. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries, Lid., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, approached UDC PRs 4 
ing site at civic centre for public-house. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC to purchase 23 acres o3 
land at Houghton Burn for housing. Cty. Planning 
Officer approved UDC’s plans for erection of 1% 
houses south-west of Burn, and 62 north-east of 
Burn. S, W. H. Smith. 

Hyde.—BC to invite W. H. Matthews, Ltd., 25, 
Norris-rd., Sale, to submit tender for 40 houses at 
Fleet-st. estate.—Propose 92 houses at Dukinfield-rd, 
estate in 1954 programme. 

Jarrow.—TC to convert Mechanics’ Institute into 
civic centre, est. cost £13,000. Plans by BE, H. W. T. 
Perkins. 

Loftus.—Russell & Wrangham, Ltd., Castlegate, 
Malton, applying to licensing authority for permission 
to erect public- house at Liverton Mines, Loftus, to be 
known as ‘* Downe Arms.’ 

Matlock.—Governors of Presentation Convent High 
Sch. propose erection of two-storey building immedi- 
ately above Convent adjoining Chesterfield-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—BE prepared £16,000 sub-contro} 
civil defence centre.—A site of just over one acre to 
be appropriated by TC in connection with proposed 
erection oi library at Thorntree.—Quantities being pre- 
pared by BE for erection of 11 shops at Berwick Hills 
and for maternity and child welfare centre at Thorn- 
tree.—Working drawings being prepared for welfare 
hostel at Thorntree and detailed ag for converting 
Trinity Hall into civic restaurant, for Ti 

Nelson.—TC approved plans for extensions to works 
at Chapel-st., for Fryer & Co. (Nelson), Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—MoE approved sketch plans 
submitted by EC for F aaa Kenton prim. sch. 
George Kenyon, City A 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC approved plans, 
house at Princess-st., for A. L. Brown & Sons, Ltd— 
Neckwear, Ltd., Macclesfield, propose erection of 
factory at Loomer-rd. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. to erect 
outpatients’ dept. at Northampton Gen. Hospital in 
1955.—TC approved erection of nursing wing for Brd. 
of Management of St. Christopher’s Homes. 

Northumberland.—CC to let contract for construc- 
tion of new wing at Nicholas Garrow Home for Blind 
at Hepscott Manor, Morpeth. Plans by Cty. A, 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Oldbury.—TC approved layout for 28 dwellings at 
Brandhall estate; 13 dwellings and 10 garages between 
Abbey-cres. and Wheatley-rd., Warley. 

Oldham.—BC to erect 350 houses in 1954 pro- 
gramme; approved scheme for new shops near Market 
ground, £10,000 est. 

Ripley.—Derbyshire EC propose sec. tech. sch. in 
1954/5 programme. 

owley Regis.—A licence for £12,000 has been 
issued to Rev. H. Card of Parish Church for erection 
of church hall, Architect, Stanley Griffiths, Stour- 
bridge. 

Rushden.—UDC to invite tenders for 44 houses at 
Upper Queen-st. site. 

Scarborough.—Plans being prepared by Alderson & 
Allen, 32, St. Nicholas’-st., Scarborough, for proposed 
= aaa of bakery in Waterhouse-la., for J. 
ield 

Southport.—TC to prepare plans for erection of 
high sch. for girls, £170,640 est., and new chemistry 
laboratory and adaptation works at King George V 

ch. 


Springwell.—Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-Chbrs., 
Alnwick, architects for new RC Church at Springwell, 
Sunderland. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Cordingley & MclIntyre, The 
College, Durham, are the architects for a proposed 





ware- 


church, hall and vicarage in Ragworth-la., for the 
Durham Diocesan Board of Finance. q 
Sunderland.—TC received sanction to build 64 


houses on Park House Farm site, cost £74,733. Plans 
by BE, J. E. Lewis. 

Tynemouth. —TC received loan sanction for £17,750 
for erection of 16 additional flats at Redburn-view, 
Ridges Estate, North Shields. BE, D. M. O’herlihy, 
16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 

Wellingborough.—UDC approved layout plans for 
834 houses off Northampton-rd. 

Whitley Bay.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, to erect shops and offices in Whitley-rd. 

Wigan.—TC received allocation of 230 houses for 
1954 programme. —Received approval for reconstruc 
tion, improvement and alterations to Non-conformists 
Chapel at Lower Ince Cemetery to form crematorium, 
£12,450 est. 

Worcs.—CC propose erection of’ divisional police 
headquarters at Blakebrook, near Kidderminster, 
£70,000 est. 
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TENDERS 


° otes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
5 Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
¢ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Altrincham.—112 houses at Broomwood estate, for 
TC: *Marsden & Chapman, Ltd., Timperley. 
Atherton.—104 houses at Hag Fold estate, for UDC: 
*G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, near Bolton, 
2 ‘3 
Gord. —New fire stn. at Idle, for TC: *Thos. 
Obank, Ltd., Thackley, Idle, Bradford, £22,873. 
Chesterfield.—1-4 houses at Ringwood-rd. 
Brimington, for Coal Industry Hsg. Assoc.: 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £167,065. : p 
Consett.—Work has commenced on the erection of 
an engineering factory of about 3,000 sq. ft. at Castle- 
side, for North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., Gates- 
head, on behalf of Light Fabrications, Ltd. Architect, 
Jj. H. Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *H. 
Ayton & Sons, George-st., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 
Cumberland.—Erection of the first_instalment of a 
new sec. mod. sch. at Penrith, for CC. Cty A, J. 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle: *Robert E. Reay, 
ith, ; 
Tiree. —New Church Hall at Sleagill: *Robert 
E. Reay, Penrith. ‘ 
Gosforth.—Erection of eight flats at Broadway West, 
Gripe. S, C. Wyid: * H. Finlay, 212, Back 
High-st., Gosforth, £7,724. 


site, 
*Geo. 


Hemsworth.—38 houses for UDC: *J. Miller & 
Partners, Ltd., Four Mile Works, Newmillerdam, 
Wakefield. 


Lichfield.—Renovation of hutments at St. Matthew’s 
Hospital, RBurntwood: *A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., 
Burton-on-Trent, £11,721. rf 

*Lichfield TC.—Alterations and reconstruction of 
Magistrates’ Court, Wade-st. for TC. Architects, 
Holland W. Hobbiss, FRIBA, and M. A. Hobbiss, 
MA, ARIBA, 36, Waterloo-st., Birmingham, | 2s 
Quantities by Oswald A. Wainwright, FRICS, Union- 
chbrs., 63, Temple Row, Birmingham, 2. {J. 
Deacon, Ltd.. Lombard-st., Lichfield, £8.538. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways:—Construction of 
signal box, covered bench, goods _Offices and weigh- 
bridge shelter at Potters Bar: *Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., 
Atlas Works, Putney, London, SWIS. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
London Midland Region:—Construction of reinforced 
concrete gangways to dolphins at Walney channel deep 
water berths at Barrow-in-Furness: *Wellerman Bros., 
Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield 3. Resurfacing of platforms 
Nos. 3, 6 and 7 at Euston: *General Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
Grafton-rd., London, NWS. Staff lavatory and wash- 
ing facilities at Wi'lesden motive power depot: 
*Sprosson & Babb, Ltd., 465, Hornsey-rd., Upper 
Holloway, London, N19. Paving of the reconstructed 
departure platforms at Euston station: *Val_ de 
Travers Paving Co., Ltd., 21-22, Old Bailey, London, 


C4. 

LCC.—Construction of 91 flats in one five-storey 
block (No. 4) and three three-storey blocks (Nos. 1, 
2 and 3), and other work on the Beaumont-sq. site 


Stepney. 
E. Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., 
Addleston ae aa $8 oe -. £151,198 
Carlton Contractors. Ltd., Eltham 149.445 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes 148,237 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham.. 147,241 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley ‘is .. 144,807 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., Lambeth.. 138,666 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham.. 137,962 
*Halse & Sons. Ltd., Woolwich 136,492 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £135,461. 

LCC.—Construction at Claremont estate, Wands- 
worth, of a four-storey block of 16 maisonettes (block 
8) and the completion of block 9 by the addition of 
six flats. 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam P ee aa .. £62,826 
G. T. Crouch, Ltd., Kingston-upon-Thames 62,453 
Whvatt (Bui'ders), Ltd., Wandsworth 61.447 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster. . 58.975 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley ; a 58.760 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham oF os Seeaee 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 57,940 
Bridze, Walker, Ltd.. Lambeth  .. .. 57,650 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd.. Westminster 57,538 
*§. G. & A Asombar, Beckenham 52,868 


The architect's comparable estimate is £53.994. 
LCC.—Con truction of 66 flats and maisonettes in 
one four-storev and one five-storey block, and other 
work at Elminzton estate. Camberwell. Fourteen shops 
and 32 tenants” stores will also be provided. 

The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham £189.623 
Galbraith Bros. Ltd.. ECI a .. 189,342 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 188,647 


J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd.. Westminster 185.850 
Thomas & Fdue, Ltd.. Woolwich .. .. 185,765 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
heam ae .. 184,000 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 180,543 
E. H_ Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 178,148 
“Rice & Son. Ltd.. Lambeth -- 177,283 
F. Trov & Co., Ltd.. Lambeth ae 2225. 
(Withdrawn) 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £175,885 
LCC.—Construction of 47 flats in three five-storey 
hlocks and other work at Favland estate, Wandsworth. 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood £106,446 


Y. J. Lovell & Son. Ltd.. Paddington 105,991 
Rush & Tompkins. Lrd.. Sidcup .. .. 105,824 
W. J. Simms. Sons & Cooke. Ltd., West- 

minster : .. 105,579 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 102,841 
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C. H. Gibson, Ltd., Croydon 

Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth .. es — 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 
*Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Erith .. 


102,197 
102,139 
101,866 

99,094 


The comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 


Messrs. Riches & Blythin, is £101,556. 
LCC.—Construction at Kennington 


Park 


estate 


extension, Lambeth, of a block of 16 flats with a 
shop and post office on the part of the ground floor 


fronting Kennington-rd. 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., 


Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 


H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth. . a 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lambeth “a 


J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 


A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., cea YN 
td., 


Woodcock 
Wimbiedon ae ii Rae es 
*M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham 


Bros. (Wimbledon), 


Lambeth .. oe 


£41,835 
38,188 
38,167 


37,908 
36,953 
36,336 


35,920 
35,625 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £36,411. 
LCC.—Construction at Loughborough estate, Lam- 


beth, of 637 maisonettes, 


There will also be nine laundries, ten shops, 
stores, 27 


room, an estate workshop, 388 tenants’ 
garages and a children’s fitted playground. 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill . 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., Holborn .. e 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. ae 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury .. 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam fs are ad és as 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 25 : 


230 flats and 62 houses. 


a club- 


. £411,987 


410.568 
409,227 
408,196 
402.620 
401,867 
401,234 


397,412 
391,980 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £406,988. 
LCC.—Construction of 98 flats and maisonettes and 
16 shops in one four-storey and two five-storey blocks 


and other work at Ocean estate, Stepney. 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 
Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 

Thames re es ate _ pe 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster. . 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford . 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

minster Pe ae ey NA - 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam Fy: oe a oa “e 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley mm ;: “a 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 


. £112,500 


110,998 


108,752 
107.699 
104,830 


99,789 
99,391 
98,106 
95,928 
94,962 


92,596 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £95,814. 


LCC.—Construction at 


Studholme Court, 


Hamp- 


stead, of 22 flats in one three-storey and one four- 
storey block, 16 maisonettes in two four-storey blocks 


and 15 houses and other works. 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 
The Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., 
Westminster .. e ‘i ey as 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., Holborn 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington .. a 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone : a a: x 


£141,840 
139,980 
133,962 


129,626 
128,745 
127,668 
125,167 


122,362 
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The comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 
Messrs. Laurence Gotch and Partners, is £134,510. 

LCC.—Construction at Sydenham Hill estate, 
Lewisham and Camberwell, of 396 flats in nine three- 
storey and six six-storey blocks and an eight-storey 
blook with seven-storey wings, 10 houses and other 


work. 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., St. 

Marylebone... Be as a .. £979,798 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth .. «> S27 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam én “a 2 “A .. 950,632 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham 941,534 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 940,343 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster .. ee .. 939,393 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 920,643 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich -- 917,186 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley “A + .. 914,834 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. .. 895,500 


The comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 
Messrs. Guy Morgan & Partners, is £920,416. 

LCC.—Construction on the Upper Tulse Hill site 
extension, Lambeth, of 34 flats in one five-storey and 
one three-storey block, 42 maisonettes in three four- 


storey blocks, 22 houses in three blocks and other 

works. 

Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford -. 45S 
170,456 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. a0 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 


Westminster .. ae sg 168,465 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster 168,107 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster .. me 167,761 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 167,346 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington .. -. 164,940 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 164,829 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 164,631 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 164,222 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 162,179 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. 161,690 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 157,782 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £160,033. 
LCC.—Erection of additional buildings at Samuel 
Pepys cty. sec. sch., Deptford. 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. £141,680 


Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington “3 141,426 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone 141,291 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Westminster .. 140,822 
George Parker & Sons, Ltd., Peckham .. 140,528 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 140,093 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Upper Norwood 139,446 
*C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 137,300 


The comparable estimate of Messrs, Gollins, Melvin, 
Ward & Partners, the architects responsible for the 
work, is £138,257. 

LCC.—Extension of Parliament Hill cty. sec. sch., 
St. Pancras North. 


E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon’ .. £204,253 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 195,430 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster.. 195,292 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .. 193,898 
Hall Beddall & Co., Ltd.. Southwark 193,495 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. - Ms 
Jas. Miller & Partners, Ltd., Westminster.. 192,225 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 191,825 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley mp F .. 189,970 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill.. 189,711 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup me -. 189,089 
*J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham 183,195 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £182,450. 
LCC.—Erection of additional buildings at Wands- 
worth cty. sec. sch., Wandsworth, Putney. 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. £408,843 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 406,558 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 404 986 
Wates, Ltd., Wandsworth .. aS .. 404.671 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 399.930 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury “4 ae -- 399,522 
Taylor Woodrow Constructions, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone .. aa im rt. .. 397,826 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood .. 397,318 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster .. 395.489 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Westminster 386.723 
*E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 385,286 


The comparable estimate of Messrs. Hening and 
Chitty, the architects responsible for the work, is 
£396,682. 

London, EC2.—Erection of a building to cost £7,500, 
at 2 & 4, Paul-st., and 53/65, Worship-st., EC2, for 
Fox Brothers Clothes, Ltd. Architects and Surveyors 
are Cuthbert Lake, Ford & Clapham, 9, Stone-bldgs., 
Lincoln’s Inn. *A. W. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., 4, 
Fenchurch-bldgs., London, FC3. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:—Alterations and _ redecorations, 
minor renairs at 52, Horsa-rd., Erith: *J. E. Evans 
(Woolwich), £572. 


WLondon (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended January 23:—London: 1, 2 and 
3. Sanctuary-bldgs., SWI. alterations and redecora- 


tion, Marshall Andrew & Co., Lid.. 31. Queen Anne’s 
Gate, St. James’s Park, SWI: Northumberland 
House, Northumberland-ave., SWi. construction of 
an additional floor and roof over part of the 
kitchen area, Clemens Bros., Ltd.. 77, Derby-rd., 
London, E7: Royal Courts of Justice. WC2. repairs 
to north staircase (central block). Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd., Bridge Wharf, 157, Millbank, West- 
minster. SWI. 

Staffordshire: PO ATE. Iron Walls-la., Tutbury, 
Staffs., erection of new building. Arthur Holmes & 
Sons, Ltd.. Builders & Contractors. Dallow Bridge, 
Burton-on-Trent. Warwickshire - BPO, Gate-st., 
Saltley. Birmingham. erection of new building. John 
Adams (Contractors). Ltd.. Ashold Farm-rd.. Tyburn, 
Erdington. Birmingham. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts plased by WD 
during week ended January 23 — 

Lincolnshire: Painting and decorating. C. } Else 
& Co... Ltd.. Lincoln. Yorkshire: Building. R. 
Blackett & Sons,-Ltd., Darlington. Leicestershire: 





Road repairs, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., York. 
amptonshire: Roadwerk, Norman W. Dunn & Co., 
Ltd., Warwick, Hampshire: Road repairs, F. Bracey 
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UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 


REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London"! 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 











THE BUILDER 


(Roads), Ltd., Watford; Building, John Hunt, Ltd., 


Gosport. 

Surrey: Building, F. Kirkham (Croydon), Ltd., 
Croydon. Essex: Painting, Donald Humberstone & 
Co., Ltd., Louth. Brecknockshire: Road repairs, 


Gulistan Road Construction, Ltd., 
Cheshire. Floor repairs, A. E. Davies & Sons 
a Ltd., Wrexham. Warwickshire: Building, 

J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Birmingham. 

7 pleat teemhaaiee Works at RAF Station, 
Longparish, Near Andover, Hants., in excess of £500. 
*Beric, Ltd., 131, Bargates, Christchurch, Hants. 

Middlesbrougl.—Extensions to Acklam Cemetery, 
including the provision of paths, drainage, etc. Boro’ 
E, J. A. Kenyon: *Direct Labour, £20,500. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Provision of office, messroom, 
toilet and storage accommodation at Byker Cleansing 
Depot, for CC. City A, George Kenyon: *C. S. Hogg, 
Ltd., 259, Two Ball Lonnen, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Alterations to police premises 


Leamington Spa. 


at Erick’s Yard to provide garage, for CC. City A, 
G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *W. N. 
ie. La., 27, Heaton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£8,4 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Restoration of extensive fire 
damage at stores in Clayton-st., belonging to Howards, 
Ltd., Pitt-st., Newcastle: *Haverys (Contractors), 38, 
The "Side, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Houses at Crackley Bank, 
for BC: *Hartshill Development Co., Ltd., £35,548 
(26); *H. Bowman, Newcastle, £22,092 (16): *E. Willis, 
£15,405 (11); *W. Willis, £14,875 (11). (All of New- 
castle.) 

Nottingham.—Whitegate Vale inf. and jun. schs., 
for EC: *G. A. Pillatt & Son, Ltd., Quorne-rd., off 
Haydn-rd. 

Notts.—Cty. prim. sch. at Kilton Hill, we. 
for CC: *J. E. Smith (Worksop), Ltd., £15 

Prudhoe (Northumberland).—First stage of pill for 
new club and steward’s house, for the Prudhoe & Dis- 
trict United Services’ Club. Architects, W. Dixon & 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 














Patent 


Boyle's -sr'st.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














February © 1954 


Son, 1, Seeenernates.. “Wanless 
Bros., Moor- rd., Prudh 

Sheffield.— Additions pee adaptations of Cou:t House 
for use as Assize Courts: *Sheffield Corp. Public 


eee 


Works Dept., £37,000. 
Sleagill (Westmorland).—Erection of ! Methodis 
church hall. Architect, A. Knewstubb. St. Andrew's 


Chbrs., Penrith: *Robert E. Reay, Penrith. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Alterations to South Moor 
Workmen’s Club. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, 
Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Smart , South 
Moor, Stanley, £5,800. 

Sunderland.——Erection af 64 houses on the Park 
House Farm site, for RDC. C. Emmerson, S: *Direg 
Labour, £74,733. 

Warminster and Westbury.—Erection of 
at Codford for RDC. ‘*Holdoways, 
£29,618. 

Warrington.—Houses at Orford estate, for BC 
*Clough & Gaskell, Ltd., Wigan, £30,827 (24). 
*Osborne & Co. (Warrington), Ltd., £25,543 (20); *R 
Berry & Son, Ltd., £38,206 (30); Cooper, Ltd, 
£35,201 (26 and one bungalow); SMe Ww. Peak’ War. 
rington, £20,362 (16). 

Westminster. —Erection of 284 flats and ancillary 
renee for CC: {M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 


20 houses 
Westbury, 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria. Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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